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CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM. 

"  Each  generation  is  as  independent  of  the  one  pre- 
ceding, as  that  was  of  all  that  had  gone  before.  It  has, 
then,  like  them,  aright  to  choose  for  itself  the  form  of 
government  it  believes  the  most  productive  of  its  own 
happiness— consequently  to  accommodate  to  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  finds  itself,  that  received  from 
its  predecessors:  and  it  is  for  the  peace  and  good  of 
mankind  that  a  iolemn  opportunity  of  rfot'ng  this  every 
nineteen  or  twenty  years  should  be  provided  by  the  Con- 
Uitution,  so  that  it"  may  be  handed  on,  with  periodical 
repairs,  from  generation  to  generation,  to  the  end  of 
time,  if  any  thing  human  can  so  long  endure."—  Jeffer- 
son's letter  to  Kircheval  in  1816. 

"Every  effort,  however,  to  improve  our  social  con- 
dition, will  meet  with  the  bitter  opposition  of  all  who 
are  interested  in  existing  evils.  Such  has  been  the  his- 
tory of  man,  from  the  earliest  records  to  the  present 
time.  The  mercenary  cotemporaries  of  every  reformer 
have  heaped  upon  him  in  profusion  all  kinds  of  misrep- 
resentation, contumely  and  reproach;  but  the  gross 
transgressions  of  delegated  powerare  now  so  palpable  as 
to  have  aroused  the  attention  of  a  patient  and  long  suffer- 
ing community.';'  •  *  • 
"  The  interests  and  well-being  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  in  every  part  of  the  State  are  identical.  Just 
and  equal  laws  and  an  economical  government  shed 
their  blessings  alike  upon  all.  The  course  to  be  pur- 
sued by  the  advocates  of  reform  is  plain.  It  is,  to  call 
things  by  their  right  names;  to  expose  past  misrule  to 
public  reprobation;  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  calumny, 
sneers  and  misrepresentations  ;  to  enforce  by  argument 
the  pressing  necessity  of  Constitutional  Reform;  and 
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an  no  occasion  to  tamper  with  iniquity  or  compromise 
with  corruption"—     l        un      1S43. 


Col.  Young,  1S43. 


CONTENTS  OF  THIS  PAPER. 
This  number  of  the  DEMOCRATIC  RE- 
FORMER is  exclusively  devoted  to  subjects 
connected  with  the  Great  Question  of  Consti- 
tutional Reform  in  the  State  of  New-York. 
For  the  purpose  of  presenting  in  one  paper 
several  Memorials  and  Speeches  which  have 
an  essential  connexion  with  each  other,  in  ex- 
plaining the  character  of  the  proposed  Refor- 
mation of  Government,  this  number  of  the 
Reformer  is  published  in  double  the  ordinary 
size — thirty-two,  instead  of  sixteen,  closely 
printed  octavo  pages.  The  next  number  will 
include  among  various  important  matters,  a 
collection  of  the  Essays  of  E.  P.  Hurlbut, 
which  appeared  recently  in  the  New-York 
Evening  Post — essays  which  have  discussed 
with  remarkable  ability,  various  important 
branches  of  the  proposed  Reform,  and  which 
have  elicited  warm  commendation  from  the  De- 
mocratic prints — prints  that  have  testified  their 
estimate  by  copying  several  of  these  admirV 
ble  productions. 

Among  the  contents  of  this  number  of  the 
REFORMER  may  be  found — 

A  Circular  and  Address  of  the  Executive  Committee  ; 
The  Herkimer  Declaration,  by  Charles  S.  Bentnn  : 
The  "  People's  Resolutions"— their  origin  and  fate; 

With  a  Lrtfr  from  Arph:ixed  Loomis.  their  author' 
Speech  of  Robert  H.  Mori  is  at  New-York  ; 
Letters  from  Silas  Wripht  and  A.  C.  Flagg; 
Letter*  from  C.  C   Cambreleng  and  Wm.  C.  Bryant  • 
Speech  of  Theodore  Sedcwick  at  New-York  • 
Letters  from  George  P.  Darker  and  Albert  H.'  Tracy  • 
A  letter  on  Leynl  Reform,  from  Ansel  Bascom  : 
A  Letter  from  Michael  Hoffman; 
Remark*  of  Lorenzo  Sherwood  of  Madison  ; 
A  letter  from  Col.  Young  on  the  Reform  Question  ; 
And  other  matters  bearing  on  the  subject. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM. 

THE  STATE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ASSOCIATION  TO 
THE  CORRESPONDING   COMMITTEES. 

Fello,w-Citizens :  The  Executive  Committee 
of  the  New-York  State  Constitutional  Associa- 
tion congratulate  the  Kriends  of  Reform  on  the 
cheering  Progress  and  Prospects  of  the  Project 
of  Governmental  Reformation.     The  frequent 
demands  from  all  quarters  of  the  State  forluller 
information  concerning  the  objects  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Reform  Movement,  have  caused 
an  arrangement  lor  supplying  the  required  in- 
telligence through  the  medium  of  liie  "  De- 
mocratic Reformer  " — a  journal  to  be  issued 
in  Albany  semi-monthly,  or  as  often  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require  and  means  shall  justi- 
fy— for  the  convenience  of  reference  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  various  important  questions  involved. 
\This   intelligence   will   be  presented,  as  far 
as  practicable,  in  the  shape  of  Addresses  and 
Memorials  and   Resolutions  emanating  from 
Public   Meetings— of  Speeches  and   Letters 
and  Essays  .from,  efficient  friends  of  Reform — 
and  of  cqrtfmen.is  ,'rom  the  great  mass  of  De- 
mocratic Journals',  whose  editors  have  sustain- 
ed the  cause  with  a  degree  of  intelligence  and 
disinterestedness   that  reflects  credit  on   the 
Press  and  the  Republic.     The  manifestations 
of  opinion  through  those  channels  are  signal- 
ly satisfactory;  and  it  may  be  truly  said,  in  the 
language  of  one  of  the  prominent  Democratic 
newspapers,  (a  remark  repeated  substantially 
by  many  prints,)  that  "  never  have  we  known 
any  matter  of  policy,  whether  State  or  Na- 
tional, so  promptly  and  enthusiastically  em- 
braced and  sustained  by  the  Democratic  Jour- 
nals of  the  State  of  New-York" — more  than 
forty  of  those  journals,  and  a  majority  of  the 
recent  Democratic  County  Conventions,  hav- 
ing signalized  their  devotion  to  the  cause,  by 
the  most  emphatic  declarations  and  resolutions 
in  favor  of  reforming  the  State  Government. 
The  cheering  prospects  of  success,  however, 
should  not  abate  exertion  for  vindicating  Po- 
pular Rights  nnd  Reforming  the  abuses  of  Go- 
vernment.    The  Executive  Committee  would, 
therefore,  now  repeat  the  request  made  at  the 
commencement  of   this    movement  through 
their  Circular  in  July,  "that  the  friends  of 
Reform  will  perseveringly  use  their  influence 
in  extending  information  among  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  in  causing  the  principles  of  the 
Constitutional    Association   to   be  stated   dis 
tinctly  and  emphatically  in  every  Democratic 
town  or  county  caucus  or  convention,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  meetings  of  the  Democratic 
Reform  Societies  that  are  or  may  be  organized 
in  their  respective  towns  and  counties." 

It  is  also  suggested  to  the  friends  of  Ihe 
cause,  that  much  good  may  be  accomplished 
and  valuable  information  elicited  through  the 
discussion  consequent  on  the  inquiries  pro- 
pounded to  candidates  for  the  Legislature  at 
tike  approaching  election;  and  with  this  view 
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ALBANY  DEMOCRATIC  REFORMER. 


(he  Corresponding  Committees  or  olher  Demo- J  have  taken  of  the  project  for  so  amending 
crats  in  each  county  are  invited  to  consider  I  the  Constitution  as  to  put  a  curb  upon  the  des- 
thc  expediency  of  questioning  candidates  for  ',  pntism  of  the  State  Legislature.  It  is  a  mea- 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  on  these  among  other  •  «•««•«»  •  «  «.-k;/-k  or.»*-niai«r.j  on,i  ™, 
points — 1st,  Whether  they 


are  favorable  to, 

and  if  elected  will  vote  for,  a  law  allowing 
the  People  the  exercise  of  the  Elective  Fran- 
chise  in   determining  at   the   Polls,    as   the 
People  determined  in  a  former  case,  for  or 
against  calling  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Con- 
stitution— 2nd,  Whether  those  candidates  will, 
if  elected,  and  until  the  Constitution  can  be 
amended  so  as  to  forbid  the  creation  of  public 
debt  without  a  direct  appeal  to  the    People, 
vote  against  all  projects  involving  the  neces- 
sity of  burthening  the  State  with  further  debt 
except  for  defence;  and,  3d,  Whether  they  are 
in  favor  of  allowing  the  People  the  exercise  of 


sure  in  which  speculators  and  projectors  can- 
not co-operate,  and  which,  if  supported  at  all, 
must  be  supported  only  from  a  conviction  that  • 
it  is  necessary   to   the  public  safety  and  wel- 
fare— if  adopted,  it   will  doubtless  crush  ma- 
ny schemes  of  personal  advantage,  over  which 
their  fancies  are    now  constantly  brooding. — 
The   readiness  with   which    the   Democratic 
Press   of  the   State   support  this   movement, 
therefore,  does'them  the  greatest  credit.     It 
is  the   utterance  of  their  disinterested   judg- 
ment; and  we  are  happy  to  see  it  so  forcibly 
and  fully  expressed." 

Communications  and  suggestions  are  freely 


the  Elective  Franchise  in  choosing  all  officers 
that  can  be  chosen  through  the  ballot-boxes  in 
their  respective  towns,  counties  and  districts, 
and  in  the  State  at  large? 

In  reference  to  the  plan  of  reforming  the 
Constitution  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
Convention  rather  than  by  further  attempts  at 
legislative  amendment,  a  subject  discussed 
in  Morris  and  Sedgwick's  speeches,  and  other 
documents  already  published — it  is  deemed 
necessary  merely  to  remark  in  this  place,  that 
the  Legislature  has  for  several  years  steadily 
resisted  all  attempts  to  circumscribe  its  own 
authority,  as  shown  in  the  repeated  rejection 
of  the  Herkimer  and  other.proppsttifciss  for  re- 


invited  from  all  friends  of  Reform,  on  subjects 
deemed  essential  in  the  progress  of  the  move- 
ment.    It  is  hoped  that  each   Corresponding 
Committee  will  communicate  with  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  at  least  once  every  ten  days; 
and    we    trust    that   everywhere    throughout 
the  State  exertions   will  be  made  to  organize 
associations  for  promoting  the  cause — a  cause 
which,  just  and  popular  though   it  be,  has  to 
contend  with  the  hostility,  the  insidious  rather 
than  avowed  hostility,  of  trading  partizans  who 
have  long  fattened   on  the  "  drippings  of  un- 
clean legislation"  and  revelled  in  the  stews 
of  political  corruption. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  all  correspon- 


strictmg 


the  debt-creating.  nbvVer;  and  there 
is  apparently  no  sound  reason  why  the  advice 
of  Jefferson   should    not  be   followed  by  the 
People  in   demanding  a  Convention  for  revi- 
sing the  Constitution  every  twenty  years — ad- 
vice on  which   the  People  of  this  State  have 
seemingly  acted   hitherto,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  "  precedents"  furnished  by  the  facts 
that  a  Convention  for  amending   the  Consti- 
tution for  comparatively  unimportant  purposes 
was  held  in  1801,  some  four-and-twenty  years 
after  that   instrument  was   formed;  and   that 
another  Convention  was  held  in  1821,  which 
framed  theConstitution  that  is  now  sought  to  be 
amended  after  more  than  20  years'  experience 
The   Executive   Committee  cannot  refrain 
now  from  specially  invoking  Public  Attention 
and  Public  Respect  towards  those  independent 
editors   who  have  signalized  their  devotion  to 
Democratic  Principles  by  fearlessly  asserting 
Popular  Rights  in  reference  to  a  Reform  of 
the  State  Government — a    reformation  which 
shall  bring  home  to  the  Electors  a  fuller  par- 
ticipation in   the   important  functions  of  ap- 
pointing public  officers,  restricting  legislation 
against  burthening  the  State  with  Public  Debt 
and  Taxation,  and  preventing  further  sacrifices 
of  Popular  Rights  at  the  shrine  of  banks  and 
other  corporate  monopolies.     The  language  of 
the  Editor  of  the  New-York  Evening  Post— 
himself  one  of  the  noblest  champions  of  the 
democratic  cause,   as  he  is  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  ornaments  of  American  litera- 
ture— is  emphatic  in  truthfulness,    and  may 
be  adopted  as  the  sentiment  of  this  Commit- 
tee: — "We  can  hardly   speak  in   too   high 
l*rm«   of  the  manly  and  sensible  view  which 


dents   who  have   written   inquiringly   to  the 
Executive   Committee,   or  to  either  of   th 
members  individually,   respecting  the  objects 
of  the  Reform  movement,  will  find  satisfacto- 
ry explanations  in   the  various  speeches  from 
Colonel  Young,  Mayor  Morris,  Michael  Hoff- 
man, Mr.  Loomis,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  other 
well-known  Democrats-. 

CHARLES  S.  RENTON  of  Herkimer, 
HENRY  W.  STRONG  of  Kensselaer, 
HUGH  T.  BROOKS  of  Wyoming, 
HENKY  R.  SELDEN,  of  Monroe, 
R.  H.  WILLIAMS,  of  Yates, 
i         HIKAM  McCOLLUM  of  New-York, 
LORENZO  SHERWOOD  of  Madison, 
GEORGE  W.  CLINTON  of  Erie, 
HENRY  O'REILLY,  Albany, 

Oct   19,  1843  Executive  Committee. 


Editors  of  papers  friendly  to  the  cause 
of  Reform  are  requested  to  publish  the  above. 


FACTS  FOR  THE   PEOPLE. 
$$*  Friends  of  Reform  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  who  are  desirous  of  circulating  such 
information  as  is  contained  in  this  Collection 
of  Documents  on  the  Reform  Question,"  are 
requested  to  forward  their  orders  immediately 
(by  the  return  mail,  if  practicable,)  for  such 
number  of  copies  of  this  paper  as  they  may 
want.     The  type  will  be  kept  standing  a  few 
days  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  such  orders, 
at  $3  per  hundred,  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing- 
And,  as  it  is  desirable  to  ascertain  the  pre- 
cise extent  to  which  the   public  Journals   and 
public  assemblages  have  expressed  opinions  on 
the  Reform  Operations,  the  Editors  generally 
through  the  State  are  respectfully  requested  to 
send  to  the  "  Democratic  Reformer,"  copies 
of  their  paper  which  have  contained  any  arti- 


of  the  democratic  presses  of  the  interior  cles  or  proceedings  concerning  the  subject. 


ORIGIN  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  PRESENT  MOVEMENT. 

("  The  present  movement,"  we  say,  as  other  efforts  have  been  made— Vide  Col.  Young's  letter,  Ac.) 


THE  HERKIMER  MEMORIAL— THE  PEG 
PLE'S  RESOLUTION. 

The  firmness  with  which  the  Democracy  of 
Herkimer  have  persevered  in  advocacy  of  Con- 
stitutional Reform,  has  Sidled  the  admiration  of 
right-minded  Democrats  generally  throughout 
the  State.  It  may  be  interesting  to  trace  the 
progress  of  their  movements  for  Reform,  from 
the  time  when,  at  a  county  convention  in  Herki- 
mer in  September,  1839,  their  first  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  restricting  legislation  in  the 
debt-contracting  power  was  adopted,  down  to 
Ihe  period  of  1843,  when  the  circular  of  the  State 
Constitutional  Association  and  the  letter  of 
Michael  Hoffman  presented  a  more  extensive 
plan  of  Reform — a  plan  comprehending  a  tho- 
rough revision  of  the  Constitution  in  many  other 
points  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  as  may  be 
seen  by  those  documents  printed  elsewhere  in 
this  paper. 

About  the  time  of  the  presentation  of  the  Her- 
kimer memorial  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, in  March  last,  the  Mohawk  Courier  re- 
capitulated the  various  expressions  of  opinion 
uttered  by  Democratic  Conventions  in  that  coun- 
ty on  the  subject  of  Reform — the  first  of  which 
expressions  occurred  in  September,  1839,  when 
the  Hon.  Charles  S.  Benton,  now  member  of 
Congress  elect,  brought  forward  a  resolution  in 
the  following  words: 

"  Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing the  honor  and  credit  of  our  noble  common- 
wealth, and  transmitting  unimpaired  to  our  pos- 
terity the  inestimable  blessings  of  liberty  and 
representative  government,  this  convention  doth 
earnestly  recommend  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State,  as  speedily  as  the  consti- 
tuted forms  of  proceeding  will  admit,  providing 
•an  absolute  prohibition  against  creating  in  fu- 
ture any  State  debt,  or  selling  or  loaning  the  cre- 
dit of  the  people  in  any  case  whatever,  except 
on  the  extraordinary  occasions  of  a  foreign  war 
or  domestic  violence  and  insurrection." 

This  resolution  was,  after  remarks  from  the 
mover  and  V.  Owen,  unanimously  adopted. 
The  subject  forthwith  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention; and  at  a  subsequent  Democratic  Con- 
vention, on  the  26th  October  of  the  same  year, 
a  confirmatory  resolution  was  reported  by  a 
committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Atwater  Cook, 
John  Dygert,  Benj.  Carver,  John  W.  Beckwith 
and  A.  L.  Hemenway — which  resolution  was 
in  these  terms: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  unprecedented  and  la- 
mentable condition  of  our  State  credit  and  finan- 
ces, peremptorily  demands  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures which  shall  effect  a  constitutional  expul- 
sion of  the  speculating  and  stock-jobbing  interest 
from  the  halls  of  legislation;  and  we  cordially  re- 
commend to  the  public  attention  the  .resolution 
adopted  at  a  recent  Democratic  County  Conven- 
tion, proposing  an  amendment  of  our  Stale  Con- 
stitution." 

•'  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here," 
says  the  Mohawk  Courier,  "  tlint  tlie  Conven- 
tion last  referred  to  consisted  of  fifty-three  dele- 
gates representing  eighteen  towns,  and  number- 
ed among  the  delegates  many  of  the  worthiest 
and  most  snv-itantial  Democrats  of  Herkimer 

"  In  the  autumn  of  the  following  year,  Messrs. 
Hoffman  and  Loomis  were  elected  to  the  Assem- 
bly. Before  the  convening  of  the  Legislature  in 
18-11,  the  proposition  for  amendment  was  again 


brought  before  the  public  in  the  columns  of  this 
paper,  and  on  the  suggestion  of  Judge  Loomis, 
with  which  we  cordially  concurred,  such  a  mo- 
dification of  the  original  resolution  was  advised 
as  uovld  contemplate  the  reference  of  all  laics 
creating  debts,  fyc  ,to  the  electors  of  this  State  for 
their  approval  or  rejection. 

"That  the  resolution  thus  modified  was 
brought  before  the  Assembly  by  Judge  Loomis, 
is  legislative  history;  and  we  know  in  adopting 
the  course  they  did,  Judge  L.  and  his  colleague 
desired  only  to  discharge  a  duty  devolved  upon 
them  by  the  strong  expressions  of  the  public 
voice  in  this  county;  that  they  did  not  regard  the 
proposition  as  their  own  only  as  it  embodied  the 
common  sentiment  of  their  constituents  and 
themselves;  and  that  explanations  to  this  effect 
were  made  to  the  Assembly  while  the  subject 
was  pending  before  that  body. 

"  So  much  we  have  to  say  of  the  origin  of  the 
proposed  amendment,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
justly  deemed  to  have  originated  in  this  county. 
The  principle  involved,  however,  is  not.  we 
venture  to  say,  novel  in  the  Republican  code. 
And  we  cannot  resist  the  conclusion,  from  a 
view  of  the  impending  dangers,  that  a  constitu- 
tional expulsion  of  the  stock-jobbing,  speculat- 
ing and  log-tolling  interest  in  every  shape,  from 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  can  alone  secure 
to  the  people  the  rights  of  a  substantial  and  real 
representation — infuse  a  pure  public  spirit  into 
all  the  measures  of  the  constituted  authorities, 
and  save  the  State  of  New-York  from  being 
'  owned,  bought  or  sold.'  " 

The  efforts  made  in  the  sessions  of  1841-2  for 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  commonly 
known  as  the  "  People's  Resolution,"  proposed 
by  Mr.  Loomis,*  for  amending  the  Constitution 
in  reference  to  the  debt-creating  power,  having 
proved  ineffectual — the  subject  was  revived  by 
the  Democracy  of  Herkimer  in  a  convention  held 
in  the  winter  of  1843,  when  a  Memorial  to  the 
Legislature  was  adopted,  enforcing  the  doctrine 
of  the  People's  Resolutions — which  memorial, 
with  the  accompanying  resolutions  of  the  con- 
vention, along  with  Judge  Loomis's  late  excel- 
lent letter,  will  be  found  in  the  next  'Reformer.' 


[Judge  Loomis's  "  People's  Resolution."] 
*"  fiesolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the 
Stale  be  so  amended,  that  every  law  authoriz- 
ing the  borrowing  of  money  or  the  issuing  of 
Stale  slocks,  whereby  a  debt  shall  be  created 
or  increased  on  the  credit  of  State,  shall  spe- 
cify the  object  for  which  the  money  shall  be 
appropriated;  and  that  every  such  law  shall 
unbrace  no  more  than  one  such  object,  which 
shall  be  single  and  specifically  stated,  and  that 
no  such  law  shall  take  effect  until  it  shall  he 
distinctly  submitted  to  the  people  at  the  next 
General  Election,  and  be  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  cast  for  and  against  it  at 
such  election:  That  all  money  to  be  raised  by 
authority  of  such  law  be  applied  to  the  speci- 
fic object  slated  in  such  law,  and  to  no  other 
purposes  whatever,  except  the  payment  of  the 
debt  thereby  created  or  increased.  This  pro- 
vision shall  not  extend  or  apply  to  any  law  to 
raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
insurrection,  repelling  a  hostile  invasion,  or 
defending  the  State  in  war." 
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PROGRESS  OF  THE  MOVEMENT  after  the 
failure  of  the  HERKIMER  MEMORIAL. 
The  following  article,  prepared  on  the  7th  of 
June  for  the  Albany  Atlas  (with  which  journal 
he  was  then  connected)  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Constitutional  Association,  will,  through 
its  quotations  from  the  Mohawk  Courier,  suf- 
ficiently explain  the  views  entertained  in  Herki- 
mer  county — views,  it  may  be  added,  which  ma- 
ny Democrats  elsewhere  had  cherished  for  some 
time — respecting  the  necessity  of  a  Convention; 
some  of  those  Democrats,  including  the  writer 
of, the  article  for  the  Atlas,  having  previously 
advocated  the  call  of  a  State  Convention  for  the 


"stricted  legislative  power  over  expenditure,  debt, 
"  banks,  currency  and  trust  funds,  and  shall  decline  to 
"  call  a  Convention,  then  it  becomes  the  solemn  dnty 
"  of  all  citizens,  resolved  at  every  hazard  to  be  free 
"  and  transmit  that  freedom  to  their  successors,  to  unite 
"their  efforts  to  call  a  CONVENTION  TO  AMEND 
"THE  CONSTITUTION;  and  that  those  only  who  de- 
"  sire  to  subject  their  fellow  citizens  to  the  most  odi- 
"  ous  bondage  to  foreign  capital,  and  bring  a  premature 
"  blight  upon  our  institutions,  can,  under  such  circum- 
''  stances,  consistently  resist  it." 

"  Having  presented  deliberately  this  alterna- 
tive proposition  to  their  fellow  citizens  of  the 
Democratic  interest  in  the  state,  the  Democrats 
of  Herkimer  can  scarcely  be  expected,  at  pre- 
sent, to  offer  any  other.  They  call  for  a  CON- 


purpose  of  making  the  Reform  of  the  Constitu-  VENTION.  Will  not  their  brethren  throughout 
tion  more  extensive  than  was  contemplated  by  the  state,  friendly  to  reform,  respond  in  due 
the  single  proposition  on  the  financial  question  time,  and  suggest  other  methods  of  proceeding, 
embraced  in  the  "  People's  Resolutions"  and  if  the  convention  is  though  impracticable?  We 
the  subsequent  "  Memorial"  from  Herkimer. —  unhesitatingly  declare  "  for  a  convention  to  re- 
Annexed  are  the  remarks  of  the  writer  in.  the  vise  the  Constitution,"  because  such  a  measure 
Atlas:  contemplates  a  direct  appeal  to  the  people,  and 
"  The  readers  of  this  paper  are  already  aware  because  it  is  in  accordance  with  Jeffersonia* 
that  we  have  frequently  urged  the  propriety  of  Democracy.  As  late  as  1816,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in 
a  State  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution —  the  seclusion  of  private  life,  and  in  the  coolness 
for  the  purpose,  especially,  of  placing  checks  on  Of  wisdom,  held  the  following  language  to  Mr 


legtslatfon  at  points  wherein  experience  shows 
that  restriction  is  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  Public    Credit  and  Popular  Rights,  by  pre- 
venting an  increase  of  debt  and  consequent  tax- 
ation.     Although  favoring  the  project  of  a  Con- 
tention for   thorough  revision  rather  than  any 
mode  of  partial  amendment,  we  submitted  with 
deference  to  our  Democratic  friends  in  Herkimer, 
who  have  been  foremost  in  urging  this  good  work 
of  reform.     In  an   article  which  the  Mohawk 
Courier  copies  from  our  columns,  we  suggested 
whether,  as  the  Legislature  failed  to  act  deci- 
sively on  the  Herkimer  Memorial,  it  would  not 
be  appropriate  for  the  Democracy  of  that  county  ! 
to  meet  again,  and  present  their  project  to  the 
people  generally,  in  a  form  calculated  to  insure 
immediate   and    concerted    action    among    the 
friends  of  reform  throughout  the  State. 

li  It  seems,  by  the  article  which  we  now  quote 
from  the  Mohawk  Courier,  (the  able  expositor 
of  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  Democracy  of 
Herkimer,)  that  no  further  action  is  now  deem- 
ed necessary  in  that  quarter,  as  the  proceedings 
of  the  Herkimer  meeting  which  framed  the 
"  Memorial,"  provided  for  the  call  of  a  State 
Convention  in  the  contingency  of  non-action  on 
the  part  of  the.  Legislature.  With  this  explana- 
tion, showing  our  hearty  concurrence  in  the  views 
of  our  friends  in  Herkimer,  we  invite  attention 
to  the  annexed  article  from  the  Mohawk  Cou- 
rier. So  let  the  ball  roll  on ! 

[From  the  Mohawk  Courier.] 
"  We  are  rather  inclined  to  doubt  the  proprie- 
ty of  the  proposition  of  the  Albany  Atlas,  sug- 
gested a  week  or  two  since,  and  reiterated  in  an 
article  given  in  a  subsequent  column,  that  "the 
Democracy  of  Herkimer  should  again  assemble 
in  Convention,  and  present  the  object  of  Reform  j 
to  the  public — a  reform  which  is  demanded  by  j 
every  consideration  of  policy  and  safety." 


Kerchival,  in  relation  to  constitutional  amend- 
ments and  reforms : 

"Each  generation  is  as  independent  of  the  one  pre- 
"  ceding,  as  that  was  of  all  which  had  gone  before.  It 
"  has  then,  like  them,  a  right  to  choose  for  itself  the 
"  form  of  government  it  believes  most  productive  of  its 
"  own  happiness  :  consequently  to  accommodate  to  the 
"circumstances  in  which  it  finds  itself,  that  received 
"  from  its  predecessors — and  it  is  for  the  peace  and 
"good  of  mankind,  that  a  solemn  opportunity  of  doing 
''  this  every  nineteen  or  twenty  years,  should  be  provi- 
"  ded  by  the  Constitution,  so  that  it  may  be  handed  on, 
"  with  periodical  repain,  from  generation  to  genera- 
"  tion,  to  the  end  of  time,  if  any  thing  human  can  so 
"long  endure." 

!  "  It  is  now  over  twenty  years  since  the  '  so- 
lemn opportunity'  has  been  given  to  the  people 
of  this  State  to  revise  their  constitution  in  con- 
vention; and  we  certainly  cannot  see  how  any 
friend  of  popular  government  can  question  the 
propriety  of  thus  submitting  the  great  and  vital 
questions  of  policy  to  the  wisdom  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  people  themselves,  at  the  present 
time. 

|  "The  noble  and  gloriously  triumphant  De- 
mocracy of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York, 
could  now  set  the  BALL  OF  REFORM  in  motion 
more  effectually  than  that  of  any  other  part  of 
the  state.  By  millions  of  ties  and  influences, 
they  can  speak  to  every  portion  of  our  State, 
and  we  do  not  doubt,  but  that  any  well  consi- 
sidered  and  digested  movement  on  their  part 
would  call  forth  the  favorable  responses  of  the 
unterrified  Democracy  of  the  country. 

"  What  say  you,  men  and  brethren?" 
[For  response  to  this  inquiry,  see  succeeding  pages.] 


HERKIMER  MEMORIAL. 
This  important  document  written  by  Mr. 
Hoffman,  together  with  a  letter  from  Judge 

"  The  Convention  of  February  last,  that  sent  Loomis,  and  other  interesting  papers  on  the 
their  Memorial  to  the  Legislature,  anticipated  R  f  question,  are  unavoidably  deferred  till 
the  possibility  of  failure  in  the  representative  ^  ^_  _u  e  ti.  -o  c 

body  to  grant  their  requests,  and  they,  at  the 
same  time,  solemnly  recognized  the  alternative, 
and- the  only  alternative  left  them,  in  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  in  case  of  sach  failure: 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Representatives  of  the  People 


the  next  number  of  the  Reformer. 

The  next  number  of  the  Democratic  Refor- 
mer will  also  contain  a  complete  collection  of 
Ihe  Essays  of  "  E.  P.  H."  on  the  question  of 


"now  in  discharge  of  their  legislative  functions,  will 

"  not,  or  cannot  agree  to  propose  to  the  People,  the    Constitutional  Reform — essays  wnicn  nave  ai- 

"  Amendments  to  their  Constitution  necessary  to  secure  i          ,       ,.   ..    ,  .          _^^««:«r.  A-^m  t\\a  nrocc 

« their  rights  against  the  errors  and  abuses-  of  unre-   ready  elicited  much  approbation  from  the  press 


..  -- 
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PROGRESS  OF  THE  CAUSE  OF  CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL REFORM. 
The  extent  and  chrracter  of  the  movement  for 
Constitutional  Reform, may  be  inferred  from  the 
correspondence  between  the  State  Association 
and  sundry  friends  of  Reform  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  A  portion  of  that  corres- 
pondence is  annexed,  (and  further  letters  will 
appear  in  subsequent  numbers  of  this  journal,) 
together  with  certain  proceedings  of  public 
meetings  held  at  Herkimer  and  New-York  city 
in  furtherance  of  the  cause.  That  the  proceed- 
ings may  be  understood  in  their  proper  connec- 
tions, they  are  generally  inserted  in  the  order  of 
dates — and  the  first  circular  from  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  State  Constitutional  Associa- 
tion is  herewith  also  published,  that  the  reader 
maythe  better  judge  of  the  hearty  response  which 
that  circular  has  elicited  from  the  friends  of  Re- 
form nearly  every  where  throughout  the  State — 
from  public  meetings,  from  corresponding  com- 
mittees in  the  different  counties,  and  from  the 
conductors  of  a  large  portion  of  the  independent 
Democratic  journals: 

CONSTITUTIONAL  ASSOCIATION 

For  promoting  reform  in  tbc  Constitution  and  Laws  by 

a  fuller  recognition  of  the  Democratic  principle. 

ALBANY,  July  4,  1843. 

Sir — The  New- York  Constitutional  Associa- 
tion for  promoting  Reform  in  the  Government 
— an  Association  of  which  Michael  Hoffman  is 
president — have  selected  you  as  one  of  the  Cor- 
responding Committee  for  the  county  wherein 
you  reside — under  the  belief,  founded  on  your 
known  views  of  State  policy,  that  you  will  cor- 
dially co-operate  in  the  design  of  restricting  the 
Legislative,  Executive  and  Judicial  Authorities 
— in  checking  or  regulating  the  progress  of  debt- 
creating,  tax-imposing  and  monopoly-favoring 
legislation — inreforming  the  courts  by  abolishing 
the  lumbersome  and  expensive  technicalities  and 
formalities  of  legal  and  judicial  proceedings — in 
forbidding  all  special  legislation  inconsistent 
with  Equal  Rights,  whether  affecting  banks  or 
other  corporations  or  individuals — and  for  pre- 
venting Executive  abuses  of  the  Appointing 
Power,  by  recognizing  more  thoroughly  the  De- 
mocratic principle  in  restoring  to  the  people  the 
right  of  choosing  all  officers  that  can  be  consis- 
tently elected  through  the  ballot-box  in  theirre- 
spective  counties  or  districts,  or  in  the  State  at 
large. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  in  selecting  the  com- 
mitteemen  located  in  different  sections  of  the 
State,  the  Association  have  named  only  those 
eentlemen  whose  genpral  efficiency  in  support- 
tin^  democratic  principles  warrants  the  belief 
that  they  will  promptly  and  perseverindy  pro- 
mole  the  great  work  of  Reform,  by  using  their 
influence  through  the  press  or  in  public^  meet- 
ings, or  in  their  ordinary  intercourse  with  their 
nerehtjors — and  by  communicating  their  views 
ami  eueeestions  frequently  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  for  advancing  the  good  cause  in 
whatever  v  ay  that  cause  may  be^honorably  and 
efficiently  promoted. 

Circulars  will  be  forwarded  to  you  occasion- 
ally apprising  you  of  all  movements  made  by 
the  Executive  Committee  and  the  General  As- 
sociation for  which  it  acts,  in  the  hope  that  you 
*'ill  use  your  influence  in  extending  the  informa- 
tion among  your  fellow-citizens,  and  causing  the 
Principles  of  the  Reform  movement  to  be  stated 


distinctly  and  emphatically  in  every  democratic 
town  or  county  caucus  or  convention,  and  par- 
cularly  in  the  meetings  of  the  Democratic  Re- 
form  Associations  that  may  be  organized  in 
your  town  or  county. 

It  is  hoped  that  immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  this  letter,  and  as  often  after  as  practicable, 
you  will  favor  the  General  Association  with 
your  views  on  any  matters  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  extension  of  popular  rights  aad  the 
purity  of  our  government. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  General  Association 
will  be  held  during  this  summer  and  the  next 
fall  in  different  quarters  of  the  State,  at  which 
your  presence  is  respectfully  invited  ;  and  the 
first  of  the  series  of  meetings  will  take  place  in 
New-York  city  during  the  first  or  second  weeks 
of  August,  when  addresses  will  be  delivered  by 
men  distinguished  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  for 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  principles  of  the 
Association,  enforcing  the  necessity  of  a  tho- 
rough revision  of  the  Constitution,  and  urging 
immediate  preparatory  movements  for  securing 
the  call  of  a  State  Convention  by  the  next  Le- 
gislature, now  while  the  public  mind  is  tempo- 
rarily  freed  from  gubernatorial  conflicts  and 
other  electioneering  influences  in  our  State  poli- 
tics. In  behalf  of  the  Association, 

CHARLES  S.  BENTON,  of  Herkimer; 

HENRY  W.  STRONG,  of  Rensselaer; 

HIRAM  M'COLLUM,  of  New-York; 

HUGH  T.  BROOKS,  of  Wyoming; 

HENRY  R.  SELDEN,  of  Monroe; 

R.  H.  WILLIAMS,  ofYates; 

GEORGE  W.  CLINTON,  of  Erie; 

LORENZO  SHERWOOD,  of  Madison; 

HENRY  O'REILLY,  of  Albany, 

Executive  Committee. 

$3^  Any  communications  for  the  General  As. 
sociation  or  the  Executive  Committee,  may  be 
sent,  free  of  postage  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the 
care  of  the  Secretary,  Henry  O'Reilly  of  Al- 
bany. 

RESPONSE  FROM   CITY  OF  NEW-YORK 

From  the  New- York  Evening  Post. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  New-York 
City  Association  to  reform  the  Constitution  of 
this  State,  on  Tuesday  evening,  July  18th,  at 
the  Shakspeare  Hotel,  William-street,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  chosen  permanent  officers 
of  the  Association: 

President,  A.  D.  Wilson;  Vice-Presidents, 
Hiram  McCollum,  John  Windt;  Treasurer,  J. 
S.  Schultz;  Corresponding  Sec'y,  F.  Byrdsall; 
Recording  Sec'y,  Edward  Smith. 

The  following  was  adopted  as  a  statement  of 
the  "Objects  of  the  New- York  City  Constitu- 
tional Reform  Association:" 

1.  To  procure  the   nomination   and    election 
from  this  county  of  legislative  agents  decidedly 
in  favor  of  a  State  Convention  for  reforming  the 
Constitution  of  the  State. 

2.  To  co-operate  with  the  State  Association 
in  its  endeavors  to  procure  similar  action  in  the 
other  counties  of  the  State. 

3.  To  propound  for  the  consideration  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  such  measures  of  constitu- 
tional reform  as  may  be  deemed  desirable  and 
just. 

A  committee  of  arrangements  for  a  mass 
meeting  on  the  15th  of  August  was  chosen, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  Commerford,  «.  P. 
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Hurlbut,   J.  Bogert,  D.  D.  Smith,  and  J.  W. 
Brown, 

A  committee  of  three  for  admission  of  mem- 
bers was  chosen,  consisting  of  Messrs.  A-  D. 
Wilson,  J.  S.  Schultz,  and  F.  Byrdsall. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  New-York  City  Constitutional 
Reform  Association  has  heard  with  great  satis- 
faction,  that  a  general  feeling  exists  throughout 
the  State  in  favor  of  such  a  Constitutional  Re- 
form as  shall  protect  the  people  from  being 
burdened  with  any  new  public  debt,  unless  in- 
curred by  their  direct  consent;  and  also  in  favor 
of  such  other  reforms  as  will  secure  to  every  citi- 
zen his  just  and  equal  rights,  and  forever  deny 
all  legislative  authority  to  prohibit  or  throw  re- 
straints around  any  honest  business  pursuit;  and 
also  to  prevent  all  special  legislation  that  shall 
confer,  by  way  of  charter  or  otherwise,  upon 
any  class  of  men,  privileges  which  are  withheld 
from  others: 

jlnd  whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  Associa- 
tion, the  action  of  the  State  Legislature  during 
its  last  three  sessions  plainly  indicates  that  we 
should  no  longer  trust  to  any  initiatory  steps 
in  the  work  of  Constitutional  Reform,  unless 
the  people  take  the  precaution  to  elect  as  mem- 1 
bers  of  that  body,  men  who  are  deeply  imbued 
with  true  principles,  and  who  will  go  pledged 
to  carry  out  in  good  faith  the  wishes  of  their 
constituents  :  Therefore, 

Resolved.  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the 
movement  for  calling  a  State  Convention  to  alter, 
revise  and  amend  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
State  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obtain  all  necessa- 
sary  reforms;  and  we  do  assure  our  fellow-citi- 
zens throughout  the  State,  that  no  exertion  shall 
be  wanting  on  our  part,  to  give  success  to  the 
great  movement,  by  sending  honest  and  resolute 
delegates  to  the  next  legislature. 

Resolved,  That  a  mass  convention  be  held  in 
the  city  of  New- York,  on  Tuesday,  the  15th  day 
of  August  next,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
the  object  in  view,  and  that  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  much  confidence  in 
the  political  integrity  and  abilities  of  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Young,  and  we  hereby  earnestly  invite 
him  to  attend  the  mass  convention  in  this  city, 
and  explain  his  views  in  relation  to  the  great 
objects,  for  the  accomplishment  of  which,  the 
"  New-York  State  Constitutional  Association  for 
promoting  Reform  in  the  Government,"  has  been 
organized. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  corresponding  secretary 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Young. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Thursday 
evening,  27th  August. 

H.  McCOLLUM,  Pres't pro  tern. 

F.  BYRDSALL,  Sec'y  pro  tern. 

FURTHER   PROCEEDINGS. 

At  a  public  meetinsr  of  the  members  of  the 
New-York  City  Constitutional  Reform  Associa 
tion,  and  of  other  persons  in  favor  of  reforming 
the  Constitution  of  the  Slate,  held  on  Thursday 
evening,  July  27th,  at  the  Shakspeare  Hotel, 
corner  of  Duane  and  William-streets,  the  follow- 
ing  resolutions, among  other  proceedings  prepa- 
ratory to  holding  the  mass  convention  ia  this 
city  on  the  15th  instant,  were  adopted  by  the 
meeting,  and  ordered  to  be  published: 

frsolved,  That  the  great  work  of  Constitu- 


tional Reform  now  in  progress  in  this  State  is  a 
measure  of  essential  importance  to  the  people, 
and  that  it  presents  paramount  claims  to  the 
counsels  of  the  most  experienced,  wise  and  vir- 
tuous citizens:  Therefore,  we  hereby  cordially 
invite  the  Hon.  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  of 
Suffolk  county;  fhe  Hon.  Michael  Hoffman  and 
Arphaxed  Loomis,  of  Herkimer;  Gerrit  Smith 
and  Lorenzo  Sherwood,  of  Madison;  Hon.  Al- 
bert H.  Tracy,  of  Erie;  Hon.  Henry  W.  Strong, 
of  Rensselaer;  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  of  St.  Law- 
rence; Hon.  Azariah  C.  Flagg,  Henry  O'Reilly, 
Esq.  and  Hon.  George  P.  Barker,  of  Albany,  to 
attend  and  address  the  mass  convention  appoint- 
ed by  this  Association  to  be  held  in  this  city,  on 
Tuesday,  the  15th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  Con- 
stitutional Reform. 

Resolved,  That  the  corresponding  secretary 
communicate  to  the  gentlemen  above  named,  the 
foregoing  request. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Shakspeare  Hotel, 
corner  of  Duane  and  William-streets,  on  Thurs- 
day evenin?,  the  10th  August  next. 

ABRAHAM  D.  WILSON,  President. 

EDWARD  SMITH,  Secretary. 

THE  HERKIMER  DECLARATION. 

A  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Herkimer  coun- 
ty was  held  on  the  24th  of  July,  for  the  purpose 
of  responding  to  the  circular  of  the  State  Asso- 
ciation for  promoting  Constitutionol  Reform. 

"  The  men  of  Herkimer,  always  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  conflicts  for  liberty,"  says  the 
Mohawk  Courier,  "  have  now  taken  the  field 
in  favor  of  Constitutional  Reform,  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  their  old  renown.  An  account  of 
their  proceedings  is  given  below.  They  will  be 
read  with  intense  interest,  and  will  carry  joy  to 
the  bosoms  of  thousands  of  those  patriotic  free- 
men who  are  now  rushing  like  a  torrent  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Reformers.  We  invoke  our 
brethren  every  where  to  imitate  the  noble  stand 
taken  by  Old  Herkimer.  She  has  lighted  up  the 
watch-fires  of  the  Revolution  anew  upon  her 
forest-clad  heights.  Her  shout  calls  us  to  ser- 
vice in  that  warfare  which,  although  bloodless, 
can  scarcely  be  less  glorious  than  that  which 
achieved  our  national  independence." 

Humphrey  G.  Root  was  appointed  Chairman, 
and  J.  L.  Hamilton,  Secretary;  when  a  commit- 
tee consisting  of  the  Hon.  Cbarles  S.  Benton, 
(M.  C.  for  the  Herkimer  District,)  M.  K.  Gains, 
Gen.  F.  E.  Spinner,  Ralph  Merry  and  Gordon 
Farmer,  reported  the  following  Declaration 
of  Principle,  which  was  unanimously  adopted, 
signed  hy  nearly  all  present,  and  ordered  to  be 
circulated  for  further  signatures.  [This  is  the 
document,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Benton,  which 
E.  P.  Hurlbut  of  New- York,  himself  one  of 
the  best  political  writers  in  the  land,  declares, 
in  a  letter  elsewhere  published,  to  be  unsur- 
passed by  any  production  which  he  had  ever 
read  respecting  the  Rights  of  Man  and  the 
Theory  of  Government.] 

Declaration  of  Principle. 
The  American  Revolution  achieved  much  for 
mankind.  In  theory,  it  discarded  the  legitima- 
cy of  Kings,  and  brought  up  the  people  to  the 
place  of  sovereignty.  In  practical  consequences, 
it  made  great  and  salutary  departures  from  the 
cumbrous  structures  of  the  past.  Our  ances- 
tors were,  however,  accustomed  by  early  edu- 
cation to  the  forms  and  practices  of  old  govern- 
ments ;  and  although  they  asserted  great  prin- 
ciples with  sufficient  boldness,  they  failed  to  re- 
duce practical  forms,  in  the  details  of  affairs, 
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to  a  perfect  harmony  with  those  principles.  — 
We  do  not  complain.  The  Fathers  of  this  U«- 
public  have  done  well  in  their  day  ami  genera- 
tion. Let  iheir  posterity  discharge  their  duty 
with  equal  fidelity  as  it  advances  from  the  im- 
measurable vista  of  the  future,  and  we  have  no 
fear  of  the  judgment  of  failhful  history  upon 
the  characver  of  our  VlP^d  country. 

We  are  assembled  on  this  occasion  to  avow 
our  faith  in  the  high  destiny  of  our  race  —  in  its 
advancement  -towards  universal  enfranchise- 
ment. If  the  utterance  of  this  sentiment  shall 
provoke-  the  aspersion  upon  us  that  we  are  mal 
contents  and  disorganizes,  we  have  to  plead 
that  all  we  desire  is  to  be  true  to  the  mrssion  oi 
our  free  institutions  —  that  the  principles  of  our 
Revolution  shall  be  -borne  forward  to  their  le- 
gitimate results:  in  a  word,  that  we  may  re- 
alize the  forms  and  spirit  of  liberty  and  equal- 
ity which  Mr.  Jefferson  has  beautifully  defined 
as  a  "  wise  and  frugal  government,  which  shall 
restrain  men  from  injuring  one  another,  shall 
leave  them  otherwise  free  to  regulate  their  own 
pursuits  of  industry  and  improvement,  and  shall 
rot  take  from  the  mouth  of  Labor  the  bread  it 
has  earned. 

There  is  no  more  palpable  truth  in  common 
life,  than  this  —  that  a  mnn  who  entrusts  the  en- 
tire  control  and  supervision  of  his  estates  to 
agents  will  soon  find  himself  on  the  road  to 
ruin,  and  ere  long  a  houseless  wanderer,  beg- 
gins  bread.  This  is  the  teaching  of  universal 
experience  by  constantly  occurring  examples. 

Is  it  not  a  reasonable  deduction,  that  the  peo- 
ple who  confide  the  exclusive  management  of 
their  affairs  to  governmental  agents,  will  soon 
become  bankrupt  of  liberty  ?"  The  history  of 
the  past  is  a  continuous  catalogue  of  butcheries, 
oppressions,  robberies  and  enslavement  of  man- 
kind, by  governments;  and  all  under  the  spe- 
cious pretence  of  promoting  the  •"  public  gc-od!" 
Hence  our  ancestors  clearly  saw  the  necessity 
of  limits  and  restraints  upon  those  clothed  with 
governmental  authority  ;  and  they  fixed  those 
limits  and  restraints  upon  all  delegated  power, 
so  far  forth  as  they,  from  their  experience  and 
lights,  deemed  it  to  be  necessary. 

But  governmental  power  is  always  warring 
with  its  boundaries.  Former  limitations  have 
been  disregarded  and  over-passed:  besides,  the 
repeated  abuse  of  delegated  powers  supposed 
in  themselves  to  be  harmless,  now  demands  the 
erection  of  new  safeguards,  and  the  imposition 
of  additional  restraints.  In  the  advancement 
of  population,  wealth,  -enterprise,  and  above  all, 
of  luxurious  habits  and  aristocratical  opinions 
ani  practices,  corresponding  and  cotempora- 
neous  changes  in  the  organic  law  are  required 
for  the  safety  of  the  million  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  the  thousand.  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  State  Constitution 
should  compel  its  own  reference  back  to  the 
people  for  revision  and  repairs,  as  often  as  once 
in  twenty  years. 

The   great   object    of  our    present   struggle 
should  be  to  bring  back  government  to  its  legiti- 
mate functions.     "Restrain  men  from  injuring 
Mf;  another,  a  Ji  leave  them  otherwise  FEEE:" 
'  This  is  t-he   sum  of  good  government."     Need 
«'c  recount   the   departures   from    this   simple 
Maxim,  by  legislation,  for  twenty  years  elaps- 
It  would  prove  a  task  of  almost  insupera- 
'fficulty  ?     The  country  teems  with  favored 
<e*~  favored,  by  go*  ernmental  interposition, 
.  charters  and  corporate  immunities  —  with 
"*?es   more  or  less   exclusive,  constituted 

'  Often  of  the  usurped  rights  of  individuals; 


. 


I  too  often,  if  -not  always,  vested  wrongs  in  the 
,1  guise  of  vested  rights — and  government  part- 
•I  nerships  with  corporations  squandering  the  pub- 
Jic  credit,  corrupting  the  public  morals,  and 
paving  the  way  to  accumulating  taxes!  The 
retrogressive  movement  to  centralization  has 
been  strong  and  rapid,  bearing  down  many  of 
the  old  land-marks  of  liberty.;  and  it  must  be 
arrested,  or  responsible  government — that  is  to 
say,  responsibility  to  the  people — will  soon  be 
at  an  end. 

Large  masses  of  the  freemen  of  this  state 
have  long  since  discerned  these  insidious  ad- 
vances of  encroachments  upon  individual  rights, 
and  have  raised  their  voices  above  the  din  of 
partisan  warfare.  But  they  have  been  betray- 
ed, deceived.  The  ordinary  functions  of  leg- 
islation have  been  appealed  to  for  redress,  in 
vain.  A  fatal  and  paralyzing  spell  has  bound 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  A  single 
alternative  is  left,  and  that  is  an  appeal  to  the 
great  constituent  millions  to  arouseand  demand, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  Convention 
of  Delegates,  such  organic  changes  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  times  and  the  preservation  of  the 
rights  of  the  citizen  would  seem  to  require. — 
It  is  in  this  manner,  and  in  this  manner  alone, 
that  the  limitations  which  experience  has  prov- 
ed absolutely  necessary,  can  be  placed  on  all 
delegated  power  - 

That  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  lost  in  the 
vortex  of  legislative  usurpation,  can  be  resum- 
ed by  the  people : 

That  the  separation  of  the  legislative,  execu- 
tive and  judicial  departments,  vitally  important 
in  political  science,  can  be  effected  so  as  to  in- 
sure the  independent  action  of  the  parts  with- 
out a  preponderating  influence  in  either: 

That  the  power  of  contracting  public  debts 
can  be  restrained  within  safe  and  proper  limits: 
That  Privileges  can  be  eschewed  and  Rights 
secured  in  their  stead: 

In  short,  that  a  system  can  be  devised  and 
adopted  in  -harmony  with  Democratic  Progress, 
which  sha-H  furnish  the  strongest  possible  in- 
ducements to  every  elector  to  form  the  most  in- 
telligent opinion  of  every  important  public  mea- 
sure, and  to  declare  that  opinion  by  his  vote  at 
the  polls  of  election. 

Entertaining  such  like  impressions,  the  friends 
of  Constitutional  Reform  in  German  Flats  have 
resolved  to  make  this  declaration  of  them,  and 
to  unite  with  their  brethren  throughout  this 
State  in  efforts  to  promote  a  reformation  worthy 
of  this  age  and  country,  and  honorable  to  free- 
dom. 

The  objects  of  this  association  are,  mainly, 
First — To  effect  such  organic  changes  in  our 
present  system  as  shall  more  effectually  se- 
cure the  rights  of  individuals  against  the 
usurpations  and  unnecessary  exactions  of  go 
vernmcntal  power,  and  secure  economy  and 
efficiency  in  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment: 

Second — In  pursuit  of  this  object,  to  use  all  pro- 
per means  to  procure  the  calling  of  a  Conven- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  State,  clothed  with 
authority  to  revise   and  amend  the  existing 
Constitution: 
Third — To  disseminate  among  the  electors  such 
knowledge   of  the   present   condition   ofiour 
State  affars  as  shall  enable  them  toactunder- 
standingly  at  the  ensuing  elections. 
Fourth — To   co-operate    with    the    New- York 
State  Association  in  the  promotion   of  a  Bo- 
rough Constitutional  Reform  of  the  Legisla- 
tive", Executive  and  Judicial  Authorities. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SW-IOBK  OH  REFORM  OOTTIOI. 


From  the  New- York  Evening  Post.  j 

A  Mass  Convention  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  [ 
of  New- York,  was  held  at  the  Broadway  Ta-  j 
bernacle  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  15th  ; 
August,  1843,   pursuant   to  a  call  of  the  New- 
York  City  Constitutional  Reform  Association. 

Robert  H.  Morris  was  appointed  to  preside. 

Abraham  D.  Wilson,  President  of  the  Associ. 
ation,  read  the  following  letters  from  gentlemen 
who  were  invited  to  attend  and  address  the  Con- 
vention: 

[The  letter  of  Mr.  Hoffman,   President  of  the  State 
Constitutional    Association,    having   been    previously 
printed  in  the  papers  was  not  read  in  the  Convention; 
but  is  published  elsewhere  in  this  journal.] 
Letter  from  Senator  Silas  Wright. 

CAJITON,  12th  August,  1843. 

My  Dear  Sir — Your  favor  of  the  29th  ult. 
reached  me  this  day.  I  am  unable  to  say 
when  it  reached  my  residence,  having  just  re- 
turned from  an  unusually  protracted  absence, 
and  found  it,  with  a  very  large  file  of  letters 
brought  by  the  mails  during  that  period. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to 
have  visited  the  city  at  the  time  the  invitation 
of  the  Association  reached  me  in  due  course, 
and  my  great  fear  is  that  this  note  cannot  reach 
you  in  time  to  save  me  from  the  suspicion  of 
intentionally  treating  their  request  with  neg- 
lect. I  therefore  hasten  to  enclose  it,  in  the 
hope  to  save  our  mail  of  this  evening,  and  am 
therefore  prohibited  from  attempting  a  single 
remark  in  reference  to  the  objects  of  the  As- 
sociation. It  is  but  candid,  however,  to  state 
that  my  acquaintance  with  these  objects  in  de- 
tail, beyond  the  movement  of  our  friends  in 
the  county  of  Herkimer  having  particular  re- 
ference to  what  has  been  called  Mr.  Loomis's 
resolution,  is  too  imperfect  to  enable  me  to 
speak  of  them  with  intelligence  or  profit,  even 
were  time  allowed.  The  conviction,  which 
the  experience  of  several  years  last  past  has 
fastened  upon  my  mind,  that  the  credit  of  the 
people  would  be  much  safer  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  than  in  the  hands  of  their  servants, 
has  induced  me  to  look  very  favorably  upon 
that  resolution. 

You  will  do  me  the  favor  to  present  my  sin- 
cere thanks  to  the  Association  for  their  unde- 
served compliment,  as  well  as  to  make  my 
apology  for  this  very  late  and  brief  notice  of 
it  ;  and  believe  me,  Very  respectfully, 
Your  ob't  serv't. 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 
F.  Byrdsall,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec'y,  &c. 

Letter  from  Henry  O'Rielly,  Secretary  of  the  New- York 
Slate  Constitutional  Association. 

ALBANY,  Aug..  10th,  1843. 
To  the  New-York  City  Association  for  Promot 
ing  Constitutional  Reform. 

GENTLEMEN — I  have  received}  through  your 
Corresponding  Secretary,  (Mr.  Byrdsall,)  a  let 
ter  enclosing  a  resolution  of  your  Society,  invit 
ing  me.  among  others,  to  address  the  Mass  Meet 
ing  to  be  held  on  the  14th  of  August,  in  the  citi 
of  New-York,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  i 
Reform  in  the  Constitution  on  various  points  es 
sential  to  the  public  welfare. 

The  intercourse  which  I  have  already  enjoyeu 
with  four  Society  in  furthering  the  objects  of  the 


State  Constitutional  Association,  renders  it  need- 
less to  use  many  word«  in  assuring  you  of  my 
hearty  concurrence  in  the  cause  which  you  are 
zealously  supporting.  I  will  only  add,  there- 
fore, that,  though  I  will  probably  be  amidst  your 
assemblage,  it  must  bens  a  spectator  rather  than 
as  a  speaker;  for,  however  willing  to  comply 
with  any  requisition  for  service  in  the  good  cause 
compatible  with  my  humble  sphere,  I  could  not 
permit  myself  for  n  moment  to  occupy  the  time 
of  an  assemblage  Hint  will  probably  be  address- 
ed, orally  or  otherwise,  by  such  men  as  Sam- 
uel Young,  Silas  Wriv'ht,  Michael  Hoffman, 
Robert  H.  Morris,  Corrit  Smith,  Lorenzo  Sher- 
wood, Theodore  SeditwicU,  Charles  S.  Benton, 
and  others  who  have  been  invited  to  co-operate 
on  the  important  occasion. 

With  fervent  wishes  fora  glorious  consumma- 
ion.of  your  efforts  in  promoting  the  purity  of 
jovernment   and    protecting   the   rights  of  the 
people  "  through  a  fuller  recognition  of  the  De- 
mocratic principle  in  our  Republic," 

I  subscribe  myself,  respectfully  yours, 

HKNRY  O'RIELLY. 

etter  from  Ex-LieuiPnunt  Governor  Tracy,    of  Che- 
uango,  to  i  In.-  Sinio  Association. 

OXFORD,  Aug.  1,  1343. 

GENTLEMEN — Your  communication,  advising 
me  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  for 
Promoting  Reform  in  the  Constitution,  was  duly 
received. 

My  acknowledgement  of  its  receipt  has  been 
delayed  by  my  absences  from  home.  The  expe- 
rience of  twenty  yearn,  under  our  present  Con- 
stitution, has  afforded  a  practical  demonstration 
of  the  necessity  of  amendments  to  that  instru- 
ment, to  secure  more  effectually  therights  of  the 
people — to  obtain  a  more  prompt  and  less  ex- 
pensive administration  of  justice— and  to  "  check 
or  regulate  the  progress  of  debt-creating,  tax- 
imposing  and  monopoly. favoring-  legislation." 

As  one  of  the  means  of  making  progress  io 
the  Reform  movement,  I  venture  to  suggest  the 
circulation  of  petitions  to  the  Legislature  in 
every  county  and  town  in  the  state;  and  that  it 
be  done  soon,  before  the  excitement  of  the  fall 
election  shall  divert  the  public  mind  to  more 
personal  and  local  object*.  It  is  a  subject  on 
which  the  calm  and  deliberate  expression  of  the 
people  is  desirable,  and  the  preseat  appears  to- 
me to  be  a  favorable  time.  I  submit  the  sug- 
gestion, however,  with  deference  to  the  better 
judgment  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  TRACY. 
To  Charles  S.  Bcnton.Rwi.,  nnd  others,   of  the  Execu- 
•  live  Committee  of  the  .New-  York  State  Consul ational 
Association. 

From  Albert  H.  Tracy,  formerly  member  of  Congress. 

BUFFALO,  Anj.  5,  1843. 

Sir — On  my  return  home  this  mornine  after  aa 
absence  of  several  weeks,  I  found  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ult.,  communicating  the  resolution  of 
the  "  New- York  City  Association  to  Reform 
the  Constitution  of  the  State,"  which  invites 
me  to  attend  and  address  a  Mass  Convention, 
appointed  by  the  Association,  to  be  held  on  the 
15th  instant. 

My  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the 
Association,  and  I  pray  you  in  my  behalf  to  pre- 
sent them,  for  their  great  honor  is  classing  me 
among  "  the  most  experienced,  wise  and  virtu- 
ous citizens"  of  the  State;  and  especiallj  am  I 
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flattered  by  their  distinction  of  designating  me 
to  address  a  Convention  which  1  am  persuaded 
has  been  convoked  by  no  motives  but  those  of 
the  purest  patriotism  and  public  virtue.  Under 
these  feelings  and  persuasions,  it  would  afford 
me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  attend  and  participate 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention;  but  impe- 
rative demands  of  a  business  nature,  which 
have  compelled  me  to  hurry  away  from  my  fa- 
mily, now  on  sea-board,  and  to  return  to  this 
place,  will  inevitably  detain  me  here  for  many 
days  beyond  that  for  the  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  of  course  render  impracticable  a  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  your  Association. 
With  much  respect,  your  ob't  serv't, 

ALBERT  H.  TRACY. 
F,  Byrdsall,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.,  &c.  New- York. 

From  Chas.  S.  Benton,   Member  of  Congress  from 

Herkimer. 

ABBEY  HOTEL,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  14th,  1843. 
To  F.  Byrdsall,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  already  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to  attend  and  ad- 
dress the  Mass  Convention  for  Promoting  Con- 
stitutional Reform,  to  be  holden  in  this  city  on 
the  15th  inst.  I  can  yield  to  no  one  in  strength 
of  devotion  to  the  principles  sought  to  be  pro- 
moted by  your  Association,  if  I  rightly  under- 
stand its  objects;  but  I  must  peremptorily  decline 
the  honorable  post  assigned  me  by  the  courtesy 
of  yourself  and  colleagues,  for  the  sufficient 
reason,  if  there  were  none  other,  that  strong 
and  distinguished  champions  are  at  hand  to  do 
that  work. 

I  am  prepared  to  do  battle  in  this  great  cause 
to  the  last,  regardless  of  personal  consequences, 
I  trust,  however,  that  I  shall  be  permitted  to 
contend  in  the  capacity  of  a  common  soldier. 

Be  so  kind  as  to  tender  my  apology  to  your 
Association,  and  believe  me  with  great  respect 
and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAS.  S.  BENTON. 

Letter  from  J.  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

WASHINGTON,  Aug.  9,  1S43. 
Sir — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  and  the 
committee  you  represent,  for  your  polite  invita- 
tation  to  attend  a  meeting  of  my  fellow  citizens 
of  New-York,  upon  the  interesting  subject  of  a 
Reform  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  My 
public  engagements  forbid  my  leaving  this  city, 
even  for  the  essential  purposes  of  recreation, 
and  I  am  obliged,  therefore,  to  deny  myself  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  atthemeeting  you  men- 
tion. Very  respectfully,  your-oi't  serv't, 

J    C.  SPENCER. 
F.  Byrdsall,  Esq.,  Cor.  Secretaiy,  &.G.&C.  New-York. 

Letter  from  G«rrit  Smith. 
F.  BYRDSALL,  Esq.,  Corresponding  Secretary  of 

the  New- York  City  Association  to  Reform  the 

Constitution  of  the  State-. 

Sir — I  am  this  day  favored  with  your  letter. 
I  thank  you  for  it,  and  I  thank  the  Association 
for  the  honor  they  have  done  me  in  inviting  me 
to  attend  the  Convention  on  the  15th  inst. 

I  rejoice  i"  this  movement — in  this  progress 
the  great  Democratic  idea,  and  of  the  great 


Letter  from  L.  Sherwood,  Assemblyman  from  Madison. 

HAMILTON,  Aug.  2,  1843. 
F.  Byrdsall,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — I  received  yours  of  the  20th  July, 
containing  a  resolution  of  the  New-York  Asso- 
ciation for  Constitutional  Reform,  and  a  very 
flattering  invitation  to  myself  to  attend  the  Mass 
Convention  to  be  held  in  New- York  on  the  15th 
of  the  present  month. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Association  through 
fou,  of  my  most  cordial  approbation  of  its  ob- 
ject. I  most  fully  pledge  myself  to  any  course 
that  may  be  instrumental  in  working  out  the 
purposes  of  safety,  or  that  may  tend  to  secure 
the  people  from  future  legislative  imprudence. 
No  one  can  be  better  assured  than  myself  of  the 
present  and  future  insecurity  of  our  financial 
matters,  unless  some  constitutional  bar  is  placed 
upon  legislative  authority.  Added  to  this,  I  am 
in  favor  of  abridging  the  Executive  patronage; 
of  reforming  our  Judiciary;  in  short,  of  doing 
what  twenty  years'  experience  might  enable  us, 
by  way  of  adding  to  the  wisdom  of  our  Consti- 
tution. 

If  anything  could  afford  me  pleasure,  it  is  the 
readiness  with  which  our  fellow  democrats  ac- 
quiesce in  the  necessity  of  Constitutional  re 
form.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  motive 
that  induces  it  can  spring  from  no  sinister  pur- 
pose. A  pure  regard  for  the  public  good,  for  the 
honor  and  prosperity  of  the  Slate — in  other 
words,  patriotism  alone — is  the  foundation  of  the 
undertaking.  No  one  can  gainsay  the  object; 
and  the  question  resolves  itself  into  one  of  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  in  reference  to  our  suscep- 
tibility to  improvement,  as  also  our  present  and 
prospective  security.  Upon  that  score,  I  think 
few  can  doubt.  We  may  ascribe  much  wisdom 
to  the  Convention  that  formed  our  Constitution; 
yet,  they  were  not  able  to  discern  clearly  all  the 
new  and  growing  requirements  for  Constitution- 
al law.  We  may  ascribe  to  the  people  much  in- 
telligence, as  well  as  a  more  rigid  determination 
to  make  representation  responsible  to  its  consti- 
tuency; yet,  with  the  present  want  of  Constitu- 
tional restraints,  every  one  must  know  that  com- 
binations of  strength  will  too  frequently  over- 
power the  popular  will.  In  Legislative  pro- 
ceedings, a  few  days  are  adequate  to  the  work- 
ing out  of  mischief  that  will  require  years  to 
repair. 

I  would  be  most  happy  to  meet  my  Democra- 
tic brethren  of  the  city  of  New-York  at  their 
proposed  Cbnvention,  ond  will  endeavor,  if  cir- 
cumstances permit,  to  avail  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity. In  the  mean  time,  should  I  not  be 
permitted  to  attend,  the  Convention  will  accept 
my  warmest  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  cause 
in  which  they  are  ensaged. 

Most  truly  yours,  &c. 

L.  SHERWOOD. 

Letter  from  C.  C.  Cambrclenp,  former  Member  of  Con- 
gress, and  late  Minister  to  Russia. 

WASHINGTON,  Aug.  10,  1843. 
Sir — I  have  deferred  answering  your  esteemed 
letter  of  the  3d  instant,  hoping  that  it  would  be 


Bible  idea,  that  man  is  capable  of  self-govern-  i  in  m>'  Power   to  accept  your  invitation,  and  at- 


llfin 


in-nt.  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  do  some- 
It'  in-  to  promote  the  objects  of  your  Associa- 
but  I  am  so  confined  by  business  as  to  be 
e  to  attend  public  meetings  out  of  the 
county.  I  am,  very  respectfully  yours, 

fv  GERRIT  SMITH. 

•><!  J     i    Te'PITed  the  Convention  to  some  of  his  publish- 
"tings  on  Governmental  Reformation] 


tend  the  Mass  Convention  of  the  friends  of  Con- 
stitutional Reform,  on  the  15th  instant;  but  my 
engagements  are  such  as  to  render  a  visit  to 
New- York  at  that  time  impracticable.  I  regret 
this  sincerely,  as  I  take  a  cordial  interest  in  the 
cause,  and  should  with  pleasure  co-operate  with 
your  Association  in  adopting  efficient  measures 
to  reform  existing  abuses  in  government,  and  to 
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render  our  State  Constitution  more  thoroughly 
democratic. 

The  time  you  have  chosen  for  this  patriotic 
effort,  is  peculiarly  favorable.  The  unparallel- 
ed severity  of  the  late  revulsion,  affecting  all 
classes  and  all  parties,  has  convinced  a  large 
majority  throughout  the  Union,  that  the  princi- 
ples contended  for  by  the  Democracy  are  the 
surest  safeguards  of  order,  morals,  public  cre- 
dit and  public  justice.  Many  of  our  most  stren- 
uous but  candid  opponents  have  become  convin- 
ced by  the  recent  legislative  struggles,  not  only 
in  our  own  but  other  States,  that  the  public  in- 
terest wag  not  a  primary  consideration  with  the 
party  which  they  had  supported,  and  that  the 
credit  and  faith  of  the  State  would  have  ba?n  sa- 
crificed, but  for  the  fearfess  and  patriotic  efforts 
of  those  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  believe 
unfriendly  to  a  government  of  law  and  order. — 
The  noble  stand  taken  by  our  friends  in  the  leg- 
islature, saved  us  from  the  heavy  embarrass- 
ments which  have,  for  a  time,  prostrated  the 
credit  of  too  many  states.  Another  year  of 
profligate  legislation  would  have  involved  our 
state  either  in  hopeless  bankruptcy  or  endless 
taxation.  New  York  has  happily,  escaped  the 
storm  which  has  swept  away  the  credit  and  re- 
sources of  some  of  her  sister  states.  But  the 
danger  is  not  over.  We  know  by  the  past  what 
we  have  to  fear  from  future  and  corrupt  combi- 
nations of  private  interest,  when  supported  by 
a  profligate  political  ambition  ;  and  now  is  the 
appropriate  time  to  protect,  by  the  strongest 
constitutional  limitations  and  restrictions,  the 
labor,  property  and  rights  of  the  community, 
from  partial  and  unjust  legislation,  and  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  a  system  of  government 
which  leads  to  universal  and  perpetual  taxation. 
Wishing  success  to  a  cause  so  patriotic,  I  am 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  CAMBRELENG. 

F.  Byrdsall,  Esq.  Cor.  Sec'y.  of  the  New  Yorn  City  As- 
sociation to  Keform  the  Constitution  of  the  Slate. 

Letter  from  Senator  Strong- 

TROY,  August  10,  1843. 
Dear  Sir — I  regret  very  much,  that  owing 
to  my  absence  from  home  your  favor  of  the 
29tli  inst.  did  not  reach  me  in  season  to  ena- 
ble me  to  reply  to  it  at  an  earlier  period.    Ful- 
ly sympathizing,  as  I  do,  with  (he  views  of 
those    who  believe  in  the  necessity  of  a  prompt 
and    thorough   reform   of   the   various    evils 
and  abuses  winch  are  conceded  by  all  to  have 
a  practical  existence  under  our  present  Con- 
stitution, it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to 
attend  your  meeting  in  New  York  on  the  15th 
inst.  and  aid  by  my  humble  efforts  in  a  cause 
which  has  already  enlisted  the  anxious  feel- 
ings of  a  large  portion  of  the  Democracy  of 
Ihe  State.     My  presence,  however,  will  be  re- 
quired at  that  time  at  Iho  Court   of  Errors, 
which  commences  its  session  in  Albany,  on 
the  12th  inst. — a  public  duty,  which  I  should 
not  be  justified  in  omitting  to  discharge. 

For  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  j'our 
Association,  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks 
— with  an  assurance  that  I  look  upon  the  move- 
ment in  which  they  are  engaged  with  the  live- 
liest interest,  and  regard  it  as  an  auspicious 
omen  of  the  progress  of  Democratic  princi- 
ples. I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
H.  W.  STRONG. 


From  Mr.  Flagg,  Comptroller  of  the  State. 

ALBANY,  August  14,  1843. 
Dear  Sir — I  have  been  shown  a  letter,  ir> 
which,  with  others,  I  am  invited  to  attend  a 
mass  meeting  on  the  15th  instant,  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  Tin's  invitation  comes  in  be- 
half of  (he  New  York  Constitutional  Reform 
Association.  . 

Tine  su-bjects  of  reform  are  not   sei  forth  in 
the  letter   I  have  received;  bat  I  learn  from 
he  proceedings  of  the  association,  that  a  limi- 
tation of  the  legislative  power  to  contr.iet  debts 
s  one  of  the  objects,  and  such  a  refony  I  con- 
sider of  paramount  importance.     Our  free  in- 
stitutions are  placed  in  more  pei  il  by  the  pro- 
jensity  to  contract  public  debt,  than  fromany 
other  cause.     All  questions  in  regard  to  any 
lew  debts  should  be  submitted  to  the  decision 
of  the  people  at  the  ballot  boxes ;  and  until  the 
constitution  is  amended  in  this  particular,  the 
representatives  of  the  people    should  submit 
ivery  law  to  the  verdict  of  their  constituents. 
I  beg  feave  to  suggest,  also,  that  the  ques- 
,'ton  whether  there    shall  be  a  Conversion  or 
not,  shouUlbe  submitted  to  the  people  for  their 
sanction,  as  was  done  in  1821. 

My  pressing  official  duties  will  prevent  my 
leaving  Albany  at  the  present  time. 
Respectfully  your  ob't  serv't. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 
F.  ByrdsaH,  F>sq.,  Secretary,  &c.  New  York. 

FroraGro.  P.  Barker,  Aitomey-Geaeral. 

AIBANY,  Aug.  7th,  1843. 
To  F.  BYRD«ALL,  Esq.,  Corresponding  Secreta- 
ry of  the  New-York  City  Constitutional  Re- 
form Association: 

Dear  Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  invitation  to  myself  and  oth- 
ers, contained  in  a  resolution  of  the  Association 
of  which  you  are  the  Correspond!^  Secretary, 
to  attend  the  Mass  Convention  appointed  by  such 
Association,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  New- York 
on  Thursday,  the  15th  instant,  and  to  address 
the  assemblage  on  that  occasion. 

Gratifying  as  it  would  be  to  me  personally,  to 
meet  my  fellow  citizens  on  50  interesting  an  oc- 
casion, the  course  of  action  I  have  laid  down 
for  myself  while  occupying  my  present  position, 
constrains  me  to  decline  the  invitation,  with 
which  I  feel  highly  honored.  The  sacrifice  is 
made  with  less  reluctance  from  the  consideration 
that  it  is  merely  personal,  and  in  confidence  that 
the  cause  of  Constitutional  Reform  is  in  the 
hands  of  those  for  whom  political  progress  has 
no  terror,  and  who,  while  they  wisely  discrimi- 
nate between  a  Constitutional  Keibrm  and  a 
mere  political  change,  are  not  to  be  deterred  by 
the  fear  of  doing  a  partial  evil,  from  attempting 
a  positive  general  good. 

In  this  country  all  political  power  fortunately 
rests  with  the  people  in  mass.  By  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State,  all  legislative  power  "is 
vested  in  a  Senate  and  Assembly,"  unlimited 
and  unrestrained,  save  by  the  provisions  of  that 
Constitution  and  that  of  the  Union,  and  the 
principles  of  natural  justice. 

The  experience  of  our  own  State,  and  indeed 
the  general  experience  of  this  country  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  has  led  me  to  the  convic- 
tion, that,  in  one  particular  at  least,  and  that  the 
most  important  to  the  people  at  large,  (to  wit,  tie 
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power  of  borrowing  money  other  than  for  the 
contingencies  of  war  or  the  support  of  govern- 
infol,  and  the  necessary  incident  of  taxation  to 
pny  the  debt,)  too  much  has  been  confided  to  the 
unrestrained  will  of  the  representative;  and  I 
am  firmly  perstraded  that  this  unlimited  power, 
now  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  in  the 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  themselves,  where 
hands  of  the  Legislature,  should  be  again  taken 
It  can  with  greater  security  be  trusted. 

Although  I  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  join- 
ins  in  their  deliberations,  any  action  of  that  Con- 
vention, whether  upon  this  paramount  subject, 
or  calculated  in  any  way  more  effectually  to  se- 
cure  the  honor  and  credit  of  the  State,  and  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  individual  citizen 
against  the  imprudence  of  legislation;  every  ef- 
fort on  their  part  so  to  limit  and  restrain  the  ac- 
tion of  government,  that  no  general  burden  shall 
be  cast  upon  the  whole  people  without  some  cor- 
responding benefit  to  the  whole  people,  leaving 
local  objects  and  private  enterprises  to  the  care 
and  cost  of  those  for  whose  special  benefit  they 
are  designed;  thus  reducing  the  action  of  the  go- 
vernment  to  the  few  and  simple  objects  which 
alone  render  government  necessary,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  which  alone  (without  individual 
or  sectional  oppression)  can  it  be  sustained — in 
a  word,  whatever  action  which  is  calculated  to 
guard  the  future  against  a  recurrence  of  the  er- 
rors and  follies  of  the  past,  shall  have  my  warm 
approval,  and  my  heart}  support  and  advocacy. 

Your  Association  has  wisely  selected  the  sea- 
son for  a  cool  and  dispassionate  examination  of 
the  momentous  questions  they  meet  to  discuss, 
and  they  will  hardly  fail  to  find  the  ready  con- 
currence of  their  fellow  citizens,  who  with  them 
are  now  reaping  the  bitter  fruits  of  past  legis- 
lative prodigality,  from  the  effects  of  which,  the 
hitherto  fair  fame  of  our  beloved  State  has 
scarcely  escaped  untarnished. 

With  the  fervent  wish  that  your  Association 
may  be  as  useful  as  its  objects  are  meritorious, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conside- 
ration for  yourself  personally, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  BARKER. 

Robert  H.  Morris  then  rose,  and,  having  stat- 
ed the  object  of  the  Convention,  proceeded  to 
explain  his  views  on  the  subject. 

Theodore  Scdgwick,  Esq.  next  made  an  able 
address"  pointing  out  the  defects  of  the  present 
Constitution,  the  abuses  practised  under  it,  and 
showing  great  need  of  reformation,  especially 
in  the  judicial  and  executive  departments.* 

The    Convention  was   then  adjourned,    to  as- 
semble at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
EVENING  SESSION. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  Conven- 
tion re-assembled.  The  mayor  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order,  and  introduced  to  the  audience 

Lorenzo  Sherwood,  Esq.  of  Madison  county, 
who  announced  that  the  Hon.  Samuel  Young 
was  not  present  to  deliver  a  lecture  before  the 
Convention,  as  was  expected.  [Vide  the  letter 
of  Col.  Young  on  this  subject.]  Mr.  Sherwood 
then  made  an  able  speech,  exposing  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  present  political  parties  and  their 
deleterious  icfiuenc.es  on  the  government  of  the 
stale,  and  adduced  strong  reasons  for  a  reform 
of  the  Constitution,  to  prevent  further  usurpa- 
tions and  abuses  by  the  legislative  and  other 
departments  x>f  the  government. 

Mr.  Hiram  McCollum  of  New-York,  member 

'[•O«  liaes  of  the  Speeches  of  Messrs.  Morris  and  Sedg- 


of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New-York 
State  Constitutional  Association,  by  request  of 
said  committee,  made  the  following  statement 
of  the  objects  of  that  Association,  which  were 
substantially  like  the  ten  articles  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  Mr  Hoffman's  letter: 

The  State  Association  desire  to  effect  by  clear- 
ly legal  and  proper  means, 

First,  The  establishment  of  limitations  to  de- 
legated power  in  all  cases  where  experience  has 
proved  their  necessity. 

Second.  The  resumption  of  those  rights  of  the 
people  which  have  been  wrested  from  them  by 
the  hand  of  legislative  usurpation. 

Third.  The  separation  of  the  legislative,  exe- 
cutive, and  judicial  departments,  vitally  impor- 
tant in  political  organizations,  so  as  to  insure 
the  independent  action  ot  the  parts  without 
preponderating  influence  in  either,  and  to  divest 
the  legislature  of  all  judicial  power. 

Fourth.  The  imposition  of  such  restraints 
upon  the  power  of  creating  public  debts  as  will 
prevent  the  incurring  of  them  without  the  ex- 
press assent  of  the  people,  except  as  proposed 
by  the  Herkimer  memorial,  in  case  of  war  or 
insurrection. 

Fifth.  The  absolute  prohibition  of  grants  of 
special  privileges,  and  the  most  ample  security 
of  the  rights  of  property  and  of  labor,  against 
the  exactions  of  power. 

Sixth.  The  security  of  the  common  school,  li- 
terature, deposite  and  other  trust  funds,  from 
conversion  or  destruction  by  the  legislative 
power. 

Seventh.  The  provision  of  safe  and  certain  li- 
mits to  the  powers  of  all  municipal  and  corpo- 
rate bodies  to  create  debts  and  inflict  burthens 
on  those  residing  or  owning  property  within 
their  taxing  power. 

Eighth.  The  limitation  of  the  offices  of  gov- 
ernment to  functions  strictly  governmental,  and 
to  the  smallest  number  that  can  insure  efficient 
public  service  for  a  moderate  compensation;  and 
the  reference  of  their  appointments,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  the  people  and  to  the  bodies  near- 
est, most  dependent  on,  and  responsible  to  them. 

Ninth.  The  provision  for  a  convention  of  the 
people,  as  often  as  once  in  twenty  years,  to  cor- 
rect errors,  reform  abuses,  and  make  all  need- 
ful improvements  to  secure  more  effectually  the 
equal  natural  rights  of  every  man. 

Hon.  C.  S.  Benton,  of  Herkimer  county,  was 
then  introduced,  and  made  a  short  address,  stat- 
ing his  acquiescence  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
speakers  who  had  preceded  him,  and  pledging 
himself  to  a  hearty  support  of  the  measure. 

A.  D.  Wilson,  President  of  the  Association, 
then  submitted  the  following: 

The  New- York  City  Association  to  Reform 
the  Constitution  of  the  State — having  in  view 
the  promoting  of  concert  of  action  towards  the 
attainment  of  such  organic  reforms  as  are  con- 
sistent with  enlightened  experience,  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  the  rights,  safety  and  well  being  of 
the  people — respectfully  recommend  to  the 
friends  of  such  reform  in  this  and  the  other  coun- 
ties of  the  State,  to  support  such  candidates  for 
the  Senate  and  Assembly,  as  shall  have  public- 
ly expressed  their  willingness  to  use  their  best 
efforts  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  both  house* 
in  favor  of  a  law  for  calling  a  State  Convention 
to  reform  the  Constitution. 

Hon.  John  McKeon  next  addessed  the  Con- 
vention, and,  after  some  further  remark*  by  Ro- 
bert H.  Morris,  the  Convention  adjourned. 

ROBERT  H.  MORRIS,  Prtridenl. 
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LETTER  OF  MICHAEL 

Letter  from  Mr.  Hoffman,  President  of  the  State  Asso- 
ciatioo  for  Constitutional  Reform. 

HERKIMER,  July  31,  1843. 

Yours  of  the  25th  inst.,  has  been  received, 
informing  me,  on  behalf  of  the  New-York  city 
association  to  reform  the  Constitution  of  the 
State,  that  a  mass  meeting,  en  that  subject, 
will  be  held  in- the  city,  on  the  15th.  of  August, 
and  requesting  me  to  attend  and  explain  my 
views  on  Constitutional  Reform.  No  invitation 
eould  be  more  agreeable;  because  no  subject 
can  be  more  worthy  of  our  best  efforts,  and  no 
portion  of  our  people,  can,  in  my  opinion,  have 
a  deeper  or  more  decided  interest  in  a  just  and 
enlightened  Constitutional  Reform  than  the  peo- 
ple of  your  city.  But  circumstances  of  a  pri- 
vate and  domestic  nature  may,  and  probably 
will,  Fender  it  impracticable  forme  to  attend 
your  rrveeSiftg.  I  will,  therefore,  through  you 
and  your  association,  endeavor,  as  well  as  I 
can-,  in  a  brief  letter,  to  explain  my  views  on 
the  subject. 

The  whole  rightful  sovereign  power  of  go- 
vernment extends  and  is  limited  to  the  making 
and  executing  of  all  necessary  rules,  general 
and  impartial,  plain  and  intelligible  to  all,  which 
in  their  nature  tend  and  are  honestly  designed 
to  secure  to  every  individual  Aw  equal  natural 
rights  against  all  fraud,  injustice,  oppression, 
and  force — -to  industry  the  products  of  its  toils; 
to  all  me»  their  property,  their  personal  secu- 
rity, their  personal  liberty,  the  freedom-  ef  opin- 
ion and  speech,  and  the  pursuit  of  their  happi- 


ness by  all  ways  and  mean*  not  injurious  to  the 
equal  rights  of  other*.  These  the  government 
must  seeu-rej  more  it  cannot  do.  By  (he  laws  of 
nature,  the  constitutions  of  the  country  aad  the 
established  general  judgment,  our  People  are 
the  Sovereigns  of  the  State  and  posses*  all  right- 
ful sovereign  power.  By  a  fatal  and  resistless 
necessity,  they  are  responsible  to  God  and  man 
for  all  the  acts  and  omissions  of  government. 
The  error*  of  government  are  their  errors, — 
the  crimes  of  government  are  their  crimes, — 
and  both  are  visited  upon  them  in  their  whole 
force  of  misery  and  infamy.  In  the  form  of 
their  government  therefore,  alf  the  just  powers 
of  government  which  from  their  nature  admit 
of  it,  should  be  exercised  by  the  people  direct- 
ly, and  in  the  mode  best  calculated  to  enable 
them  to  form  the  most  correct  opinion,  and  ex- 
press it  in  the  most  distinct  manner.  They 
should  delegate  no  power  except  from  a  provea- 
ble  necessity,  and  then  only  to  agents  chosen  by 
themselves  as  far  as  practicable,  and  limited  by 
clear  and  definite  rules  to  the  line  of  their  duty 
and  made  as  responsible  as  possible  to  the  peo- 
ple. In  all  cases  where  the  errors  of  delegated 
power,  from  the  nature  of  the  s»bject,smay  be 
a  grievous  and  permanent  injury  to  the  people, 
their  right  and  duty  to  rejudgethe  judgments  of 
their  servants  before  they  are  executed,  should 
be  secured; — and  at  short  and  stated  periods, 
the  people  should,  in  a  solemn  and  deliberate 
manner,  sit  in  judgment  on  all  the  acts  of  their 
servants,  to  approve,  condemn,  reform  and  im- 
prove. It  is  only  by  such  a  government,  for 
such  ends,  so  constituted  and  administered,  that 
a  free  people  can  acquit  their  conscience  to  God 
and  discharge  their  duties  to  humanity. 

Is  our  Constitution,  judged  not  by  its  letter 
but  by  the  practical  workings  of  delegated 
power  under  it,  such  as  it  ought  to  be  ?  A  brief 
statement  of  some  of  the  results  achieved  by 
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delegated  power,  will  best  answer.  *  *  * 
It  has-  attempted  ujr  law  to  create  that  wealth 
and  comfort  which  a  well  directed,  skilful  in- 
lustry  alone  can  create  aad  secure;  and  in  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  uninterrupted  health' 
and  extended  commerce,  it  has  produzed  only 
debts,  deficits  and  misery.  By  debts  it  would 
make  all  and  pay  all;  and  by  debts  it  has  pro- 
duced ».  debtor  state,  debtor  cities,  debtor  coun~ 
ties,  towns  and  villages — with  taxes  severe, 
onerous  and  increasing-,  direct  and  indirect,  to 
avoid  the  losses,  miseries  and  infamy  irtsepara- 
from  a  social  bankruptcy.  Although  the  state 
debt  has  been  swelled  to  about  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions,  and  the  interest  on  it  and  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  state  and  its  works  have  passed 
beyond  its  gro>s  annual  revenue  from  all  sources, 
forcing  direct  taxation,  it  cannot  reform  useless 
offices  or  retrench  expenditure;  and  while  only 
one  of  all  its  works  will  pwy  its  current  expen- 
ses, threatens  to  add  millions  to  our  debt  and 
taxation,  to  complete  works  begun,  surveyed 
and  approved.  la  the  pecuniary  distresses  of 
the  State,  it  has  made  a  free  and  dangerous  use 
of  the  Common  School,  Literature  and  Deposit! 
funds,  devoted  to  education;  and  in  the  wants 
growing  oat  of  its  own  profligacy,  seeins- eager 
to  consume  them.  It  has-ielinquished,  withoutai 
a  consideration,  to  a  company  notoriously  fraud- 
ulent bankrupt,  a  lien  for  three  millions,  which 
delegated  power  and  the  companies  had  both 
repeatedly  declared  to  the  people  to  be  a  safe 
and  adequate  security  for  the  amount — at  once- 


rewarding  the  treacherous  falsehood  of  the  past, 
and  inviting  perfidy  in  the  future  to  nearly  two 
millions  of  like  securities  against  the  company. 
It  has  created  banking  systems,  without  per- 
sonal responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  banker, 
with  a  power  to  issue  paper  money,  largely  to- 
be  made  out  of  nothing,  with  nothing  to  re- 
deem it;  forcing  all  coins  from  circulation;  af- 
fording a  cnrrency  the  mosl  unstable — at  one 
time  expanding  into  vast  abundance,  exciting 
the  most  reckless  speculation  :  then  rotten  anJ 
"suspended,"  exhibiting  the  most  demoralizing' 
spectacle  of  universal  swindling  "  aceordiag  to 
law  ;"  and  now  contracted  to  excruciating  tor- 
ture. In  a  season  of  great  pecuniary  distress 
among  the  business  men,  ami  vvhea  the  mean* 
to  pay  the  intereat  on  the  state  debt  had  no*  been 
provided,  and  its  credit  was  rapidly  sinking,  it 
was  found  that  delegated  power  had  made  the 
State  debtor  to  the  bankiag  institutions  for  more 
than  five  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  nearly 
two  millions  were  over  due — thus  obliging  them 
lo  the  amount  of  these  millions  to  turn  their 
screws  oa  a  community  made  debtor  by  the 
false  pretences  of  a  legislative  system.  It 
watched  and  nursed  these  systems,  through  the 
bankrupt  failure  of  ten  safety-fund  and  twenty- 
six  free  bank  insolvencies;  witnessing  their  rob- 
beries of  the  public  money  and  their  frauds 
upon  the  community  ;  but  when  strongly  urged 
by  the  public  voice,  has,  as  yet, weak  or  wicked, 
been  unable  to  impose  on  the  banker  that  indi- 
vidual responsibility  which  it  unflinchingly  im- 
poses on  all  engaged  in  productive  industry.  It 
has  filled,  lumbered  and  disfigured  the  statute 
books  with  charter*  and  grants  of  special  privi- 
leges, false  iu  theory  and  pernicious  in  practice, 
whereby  the  favored  few  are  enabled  to  live 
without  labor,  oa  the  labor  and  property  of 
others.  Under  the  power  to  appoint  faithful 
aad  able  officers  of  government,  it  has  tnulU- 
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plied  officers,  maintained  perquisites  and  sala- 
rfes  at  high  rates,  and  year  alter  year  collected 
at  the  capital,  in  the  season  M  the  legislative 
session,  a  host  of  applicants-fit  means  to  cor- 
rupt  the  legislature— to  sue  for  oflice  and  place 
by  personal  solicitation,  tending  to  establish  a 
sale  and  purchase  of  offices.  By  the  forms  of 
the  constitution  the  legislature  partakes  in  and 
exercise,  the  highest  judicial  powers,  even  that 
of  adjudging  whether  its  own  acts  are  constitu- 
tional and  Binding.  The  time  which  ought  to 
be  devoted  lo  reforming  and  perfecting  the  law 
and  judicial  administration,  is  distracted  by  at- 
lention  to  appointments,  and  employed  in  hear- 
ing and  deciding  causes.  By  multifarious,  con- 
tradictory, hasty,  undigested  statutes  and  "re- 
ported cases,  doubted,  distinguished,  explain- 
ed and  overruled  ;"  the  whole  body  of  the  law 
is  rendered  deformed,  dark,  doubtful  and  un- 
certain. Like  an  insolvent  parricide,  delegated 
power  has  destroyed  the  constitution  which  gave 
it  existence,  by  the  force  of  its  aggregated  pre- 
cedents made  in  contravention  of  that  Constitu- 
tion; and  when  it  is  asked  to  propose  for  the 
adoption  of  the  people  an  amendment  to  limit 
its  power  over  debt  and  expenditure,  where  its 
conduct  has  demonstrable1  been  one  tissue  of 
folly  and  ciime,  it  refuses  even  to  propose  it. 
The  people  must  therefore  re-construct  the  edi- 
fice of  freedom  and  safety;  and  a  Convention  to 
amend  the  Constitution  appears  to  me  the  best 
and  only  practicable  means  of  performing  this 
great  and  sacred  duty. 

To  what  should  the  reformation  extend  ?  To 
all  ascertained  abuses.  As  without  strong  and 
adequate  security  to  the  righlsof  property  there 
can  be  neither  abundance  nor  comfort,  nor  a 
Cull  and  fair  development  of  the  intellectual  and 
moral  man,  the  end  and  object  of  our  being; 
end  as  in  our  own  and  every  age  and  country, 
the  fatal  vice  of  delegated  power  has  been  mani- 
fested in  a  corrupt  desire  to  enable  some,  with- 
out labor,  to  live  on  the  labor  and  property  of 
others — the  reform  should  especially  be  directed 
to  furnish  new  and  strong  securities  for  the 
rights  of  labor  and  property,  against  the  exac- 
tions and  special  grants  of  power.  The  reform 
should  be  broad,  solid  and  liberal  ;  and  I  pro- 
ceed to  state  some  of  the  principal  subjects: 

1.  It  must  retrench  expenditure,  reform  use- 
less offices   and  make  the  revenues   equal  in  a 
short  and  reasonable  period,  to  the  payment  of 
the  whole  of  the  public  debt,  secure  that  reve- 
nue from   destruction  or  diversion   by  the  leg;  /•* 
lative  power,  and  make  it  certain  that  soon  the 
people  shall  be  freed  from  debt  and  taxation  for 
it. 

2.  It  must  limit  the   legislative  power  over 
debt  an. 1  expenditure   as  stringently  at  least  as 
is  proposed  in  the  People's  Resolution,  as   con- 
tained   in    the   memorial   of  the   democracy  of 
Herkinier  county  to  the  last  legislature.      Ex- 
cept to  suppress  insurrection   or  repe'  :nvasion. 
no  debt  should  be  contracted    without    he  direct 
deliberate  assent  of  the  voter. 

3.  It  must  secure  the  Common  S  Vol,  Lite- 
rature, Depositeand  other  trustfuni.*  from  con- 
version or  destruction  by  the  legislative  power. 

4.  It  must  make   all  bankers  issuinc  paper 
money,  individually  responsible  forall  demands 
against  them,  their  corporations  or  associations, 
and  prevent  them  from  dealing  in  stocks  of  any 
kind,  nn-1  especially  the  stocks  of  the  State. 

5.  It  must  fix  safe  and  certain  limits  to  ibe 
powers  of  all   municipal  bodies  to  create  debts 
and  burthens  on  those  residing  or  owning  pro- 


perty within  their  taxing  power,  and  on  all  cor- 
porations to  create  debts. 

6.  It  must  secure    the  citizen  against  special 
legislation  and  the  grant  of  exclusive  privileges, 
whereby  the  favored  few  are  authorized  by  law 
to  devour  the  many;  and    by  all    the  ways  and 
means  known  to  experience,  oblise   delegated 
power  in  its  legislation  to  regard  that  law  of  na- 
ture and  command  of  God,  which  declares  that 
"  he  that  will  not  work  shall  not  eat." 

7.  It  must  limit  the  officers  of  government  to 
functions    strictly    governmental,    and    to    the 
smallest  number  that  for  a  moderate   compen- 
sation can   discharge   the  duty   well,  and  refer 
their   appcintment  as  far   as  practicable  to  the 
people  and   to  bodies  the  nearest   and  most  de- 
pendent on  and  responsible  to  them. 

8.  It  must  strip  the  legislative   and  executive 
as  far  as   practicable  of  the   appointing  power. 

9.  It  must  divest  the  legislature  of  all  Judi- 
cial power,  and  provide  courts  of  law  and  equi- 
ty with  original  and  appellate  jurisdiction  to  be 
held  by  judges  to  be  elected  by  the  people  for  a 
reasonable  ierm  of  years.     These  courts  of  the 
people  must  have  power  to   decide  all  constitu- 
tional questions,  and  thus    maintain  in  practice 
the  limits  set  by   the  Constitution  on  delegated 
power. 

In  a  letter  I  will  not  attempt  to  state  my  rea- 
sons for  each  of  these  propositions.  On  the 
subjects  of  debts,  expenditure,  banks,  curren- 
cy, and  the  grants  of  special  privileges,  the 
trust  funds  and  the  appointing  power,  the  con- 
duct  of  delegated  power  has  forced  upon  all 
honest  men  the  desire  for  a  Radical  Reform .  Un- 
less the  appointing  power  can  be  largely  sepa- 
rated from  the  executive  and  legislative,  from 
becoming  disgraceful  it  will  soon  become  in- 
famous and  the  subject  of  traffic.  As  long  as 
the  Senate  shall  continue  our  Court  of  Last  Re- 
sort, I  am  satisfied  our  legislation  must  be  has- 
ty, crude,  and  scandalously  defective,  and  all 
law  reform  prove  a  total  failure;  and  as  long  as 
it  is  the  constitutional  court  we  must  live  under 
the  despotism  of  precedent  without  a  constitu- 
tion. Whatever  differences  of  opinion  there 
may  be  respecting  the  mode  of  appointing  the 
judges  of  the  courts  of  Law  and  Equity  of  origi- 
nal jurisdiction,  it  seems  to  me  that  men  will 
be  well  agreed  to  the  election  by  the  people  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Constitutional  Court. 

10.  My  last  position  is,  that  the  Constitution 
should  provide  for  a  Convention  of  the  people  at 
least  once  in   twenty  years — to   correct  errors, 
reform  abuses,  and  make  all    needful  improve- 
ments more   effectually  to  secure  the  equal  nat- 
ural rights  of  every  man. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 
I  am  yours,  most  truly. 

MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
F.  BTRDSALU,  Cor.  Sec'y .  of  N.  Y.  Con.  Kef.  Association. 

From  Mr.  Leonard,  M.  C.  from  New-York, 
HENRY  O'REILLY,  Esq. — Dear  Sir: — 
Since  my  return  to  this  city,  I  received  a  cir- 
cular signed  by  the  officers  of  the  Association 
for  promoting:  constilutional  reform  in  this 
State,  informing  me  that  I  have  been  selecled 
as  a  member  of  the  corresponding-  committee 
for  the  county  of  New-York. 

I  accept  the  appointment  with  preat  plea- 
sure, and  will  as  soon  as  I  obtain  the  necessa- 
ry leisure,  address  you  a  further  comruunii:*- 
lion  upon  the  subject. 

Jam,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 
MO<^«  r.    T.FOVAP 


SPEECH  OF  ROBERT  H,  MORRIS. 


[From  the  Westchester  Herald.) 
We  are  accustomed  to  respect  and  admire 
the  lofty  devotion  to  principle  and  public  duty 
of  the  present  efficient  chief  magistrate  of  New 
York  city,  ROBERT  H.  MORRIS,  and  also 
of  MICHAEL  HOFFMAN  of  Herkimer,  who 
has  rendered  such  essential  service  to  the  State 
in  bringing  her  Legislature  back  to  the  sober 
and  sound  principles  of  public  faith  and  cash- 
paying  economy;  and  among  all  that  ha?  been 
said  on  this  vital  question,  we  shall  take  these 
two  gentlemen  as  the  exponents  of  the  propo- 
sition now  under  discussion  before  the  people, 
as  embracing  the  best  views,  and  about  as 
much  as  our  limits  will  allow  us  to  give.  Mr. 
M.,  in  presiding  at  the  New-York  meeting, 
save  an  admirable  address,  which  we  copy: 

SPEECH  OF  MAYOR  MORRIS. 
Fellow-Citizens:  I  have  been  requested  by 
the  gentlemen  who  called  this  meeting,  to  state 
the  object  of  it.  Their  object  is  to  present  for 
the  consideration  of  their  fellow  citizens,  rea- 
sons why  the  Constitution  of  this  State  should 
be  altered  ;  why  a  convention  of  the  people 
should  be  convened  to  make  the  alterations, 
and  to  induce  all  who  may  be  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  a  convention,  to  use  every  precau- 
tion and  effort  to  elect  such  persons  to  both 
branches  of  the  next  Legislature,  as  will  pass  a 
law  to  authorize  such  convention,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  its  members. 

Honored  as  I  am,  by  being  selected  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  meeting,  it  may  be  deem- 
ed an  ungrateful  and  uncalled-for  trespass  on 
your  time,  for  me  to  address  any  further  re- 
marks to  you.  I  am,  however,  in  this  matter 
peculiarly  situated.  The  office  which  I  hold, 
(conferred  by  the  kind  confidence  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,)  demands  that  every  of  my  personal  acts 
of  a  public  nature  should  be  dictated  by  obedi- 
ence and  respect  for  our.  la>«  s  and  institutions, 
by  a  true  sense  of  the  interests  of  my  lellow-ci- 
tizens,  and  a  sincere  regard  for  their  welfare. — 
The  people  have  a  right  to  demand  from  their 
agents,  reasons  for  such  conduct  and  the  agent 
should  desire  to  give  them.  Actuated  by  these 
convictions,  I  will,  with  your  indulgence  and 
permission,  proceed  to  give  the  reasons  which 
induce  me  to  the  opinion  that  an  alteration  of  the 
Constitution  is  necessary,  and  to  believe  that  a 
convention  is  the  only  method  by  which  all  ne- 
cessary amendments  can  be  obtained. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State    gives  to  the 
Governor  the   power  of  nominating,  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  appointment  of 
all  the  judicial  officers  of  the  State — all  the  pro- 
minent judicial   officers  of  the   counties,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  administrative  officers 
of  the  counties.     An  enumeration  of  them  which 
I  caused  to  be  made  for  me  to  day,  and  which  is 
necessarily  incomplete  for  want  of  time  to  make 
it  thorough,  shows  there  are  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-one  judicial  officers,  and  four  hundred  and 
eighty-five  ministerial  officers,  thus  appointed, 
making  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-six 
important  public  officer  sappointed  in  this  mode. 
The  number  of  officers  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernor, and  by  him  with  the  consent  of  the  Se- 
nate, if  accurately  stated,  wonld  far  exceed  the 
number  given.     The  power  cannot  be  judicious- 
ly exercised   for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the 
people,  even  by  the  honest  and  discriminating 
Executive.     He  cannot  possess  all  the  necessa- 
ry  knowledge    of  individuals    tnroughout  the 
state,  to  enable  him  to  select  the  ir.cst  capable 


and  honest  persons.  He  must  depend  upon  the 
representations  of  others,  and  will  be  deceived 
by  the  favoritism,  ignorance,  and  misrepresen- 
tations of  his  informants;  and  in  effect,  appoint- 
ments made  upon  the  representations  of  others, 
are  made  by  a  few  individuals,  residents  of  a 
county,  and  not  by  a  Governor. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  the  Senators,  are  judges  of  the  Court  for  the 
Correction  of  Errors. 

In  the  detern>ination  of  causes  from  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of 
Errors  consists  of  Senators  and  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, 33,  to  3  Supreme  Court  Judges;  and  in 
the  determination  of  causes  from  the  Supreme 
ourt,  of  the  Senators  and  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, 33  to  1  Chancellor.  This  court  is  the  tri- 
Dunal  to  decide  whether  the  Legislature  in  their 
enactments  violate  the  Constitution.  The  de- 
cisions of  this  court  establish  that  laws  are  con- 
stitutional. Their  decisions  are  paramount  to 
the  Constitution,  because  they  establish  what 
the  Constitution  means;  and  yet,  in  the  one  in- 
stance, thirty-three  of  the  thirty-six,  and  in  the 
other,  thirty-three  of  thirty-four,  were  the  leg- 
islators who  passed  the  law  which  they  are  to 
construe.  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  same 
persons,  who,  as  legislators,  after  debate  and 
examination,  erroneously  and  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  passed  a  law,  will,  as  judges,  cor- 
rect such  error,  and  declare  the  law  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional 1  Such  decisions  would  be  as  contra- 
ry to  the  organization  of  human  intellect,  as  it 
would  be  an  exception  to  human  practice. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  Governor  may  recom- 
mend to  the  Senate,  for  reasons  assigned  by  him, 
the  removal  of  any  judges  of  the  counties  and 
recorders,  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate  may 
remove  the  officer.  Was  ever  a  Constitution 
better  framed  to  prostrate  judicial  integrity  at 
the  foot  of  executive  dictation  ? 

The  Constitution  does  not  essentially  limit  the 
legislative  power.  It  says  certain  laws,  creat- 
ing corporations,  granting  the  money  of  the  state 
for  private  purposes,  shall  not  be  passed,  ex- 
cept two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each 
branch  of  the  Legislature  shall  vote  for  it. — 
Two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
then,  combined,  have  unlimited  power:  they  may 
perfectly  bankrupt  the  State  for  private  indivjd- 
ual  purposesand  benefits,  and  may  paralyse  in- 
dividual enterprise  by  creating  innumerable 
corporate  companies,  and  a  mere  majority  may 
pass  laws  forming  and  encouraging  particular 
classes  and  occupations,  to  the  injury  and  des- 
truction cf  others. 

The  Constitution  authorizes  the  Assembly,  by 
a  vote  of  two-thirds,  to  pass  a  resolution  remov- 
ing from  office  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Chancellor  and  Circuit  Judges;  and  if  a  majori- 
ty of  the  Senate  also  pass  the  resolution,  the 
officer  is  removed. 

The  present  organization  of  the  courts,  all 
admit  to  be  wrong.  The  courts,  owing  to  their 
organization,  cannot  perform  the  duties  requir- 
ed by  the  public.  The  law's  delay  amounts  to 
a  denial  of  justice.  Examine  the  organization 
of  our  judicial  system.  A  circuit  judge  first 
tries  the  cause.  He  is  a  good  lawyer — is  not  on- 
ly learned  in  book  law,  but  has  constant  daily 
practical  illustrations  of  the  Jaw,  by  apply-in? 
facts  to  the  law.  He  con»t*ntly  has  the  beneh'K 
of  the  arguments  of  the  most  learned  ami  astuN- 
counsel,  considering  the  Uw  with  the  facts. — 
His  situation  is  the  best  adapted  for  the  acquire- 
ment of  a  thorough,  accurate  knowledge  oflnw 
The  best  schcol  to  ed>"">"?  a  yrli^l  '  ':  '"  •'.  : 
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the  circuit  judgeship.  From  the  decision  of  such 
D  court,  the  cause  is  carried  to  the  Supreme 
Court  The  construction  of  the  Supreme  Court 
is  such,  that  its  judges  might  be  mere  closet 
book-men,  men  without  nny  practical  knowledge 
of  the  law  and  the  application  of  facts.  You, 
my  fellow  citizens,  know  I  do  not  allude  lo  the 
present  judges  of  that  court,  gentlemen  in  whose 
character  and  legal  intelligence  I  have  unbound- 
ed confidence.  1  am  speaking  of  the  kind  of 
judses  which  the  system  authorises;  all  that  is 
required,  is  that  the  judges  should  be  of  the  de- 
gree of  counsellors  at  law  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
They  mav  never  have  tried  a  cause  at  circuit 
term  as  counsel.  I  ask,  is  a  court  thus  consti- 
tuted capable  of  correctly  reviewing  the  decisions 
of  an  able  circuit  judge?  The  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  is  then  taken  for  revision  to  the 
senators,  a  court  that  may  have  no  law  learning 
whatever.  Therefore,  a  court  possessing  only 
practical  business  habits,  may  reverse  not  only 
the  closet  law  learning  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  the  law  learning  and  practical  experience  of 
the  application  of  law  to  facts  of  the  circuit 
judges.  It  would  really  appear  that  the  order 
of  these  courts  had  been  reversed:  thai  the  Se- 
nate should  be  the  first  court  lo  find  what  the 
(acts  are;  the  Supreme  Court  lo  give  an  essay 
upon  the  law  to  the  fads.  This  system,  practi- 
cally, is  very  defective.  Suitors  speculate  upon 
the  opinions  of  the  different  courts;  affidavits  of 
merits  are  interposed  to  just  claims,  with  the 
hope  that  circumstances  occurring  after  suit 
brought,  and  conflict  of  opinion  by  the  judicia- 
ry, may  establish  a  defence  that  existed  neither 
in  fact,  law  nor  equity.  Affidavits  of  merit  have 
frequently  been  interposed,  because  the  defend- 
ants could  make  more  out  of  the  use  of  the  mo- 
ney during  the  law's  delay,  than  tNey  could  by 
maintaining  reputations  for  punctuality  and  in- 
tegrity. I  must  not  be  consti  ued  as  casting  re- 
flection upon  Ihe  honorable  Courl  of  Errors. — 
Few  tribunals,  for  a  series  of  years,  have  been 
more  distinguished  for  integrity  and  ability. — 
There  is,  however,  at  least  one  black  pnge  upon 
Ihe  history  of  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of 
Errors.  That  page  clearly  indicates  the  cor- 
ruption which  the  system  might  foster  and  pro- 
tect. The  Legislature  of  the  State  passed  the 
general  banking  lav; — its  constitutionality  was 
discussed  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
Immediately  after  the  law  was  passed  and  an 
institution  organized  under  it,  a  friendly  suit 
was  instituted  expressly  to  obtain  the  decision 
cf  the  same  Senators  who  voted  for  the  bill,  as 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Errors,  declaring  the  law 
constitutional.  The  cause,  for  form's  sake, 
passed  rapidly  through  the  suborbinate  tribu- 
nals; and  during  the  same  season,  before  a  sin- 
gle member  of  the  Senate  who  passed  the  law, 
had  cone  out  of  office,  the  same  persons  whp 
passed  the  law,  made  it  constitutional  by  th*  if 
votes  as  judges!  A  suit,  that  in  the  necessary 
anl  ordinary  course  of  the  courts  would  have 
taken  year*  to  have  been  readied  in  the  courl  of 
last  resort,  by  a  combination  of  pur«ons  who 
wished  the  law  sustained,  acting  before  the  peo- 
ple as  opposing  each  other — keepinc  up  the  far- 
ces of  opposition — was  driven  to  a  decision  be- 
tween the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  in  the 
spring,  and  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature 
in  January — before  a  single  man  who  voted  for 
the  law.  vacated  his  seat  in  the  Court  for  the 
Correction  of  Errors!  Such  proceedings  prac- 
tically enable  the  legislative  power  to  override 
the  Judiciary,  and  break  down  the  constitution- 
al bulwark  raised  for  the  protection  of  the  people. 


ble  although  the  officers  under  it  are  intelligen 
and  honesl.  I  will  now  call  your  attention  to 
the  great  evils  which  could  arise  under  it,  and 
be  successfully  carried  out  by  fraud  and  corrup- 
tion, and  the  great  inducement  it  holds  out  for 
such  attempts. 

The  pecuniary  benefits  resulting  to  individ- 
uals from  Ihe  official  patronage  of  the  Gover- 
nor, and  from  partial  legislalion,  may  induce  the 
selfish,  designing,  and  corrupt,  of  the  several 
sections  of  the  State,  secretly  to  combine  to  no- 
minate persons  as  Governor,  Senators,  and  As- 
semblymen, who,  if  elected,  would  further  their 
designs.  When  nominated,  the  honest  organi- 
zation of  party  may  elect  them.  I3y  such  means 
a  Governor  might  be  elected,  whose  only  distinc- 
tion was  his  selection  as  the  head  of  the  clique, 
(applause,)  and  whose  patriotism  was  shown  in 
administering  to  the  wants  of  his  friends,  and  in 
throwing  executive  power  between  his  satellites 
and  the  violated  laws  of  the  country.  (Great 
applause.)  With  such  an  Executive,  and  a  majo- 
rity of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  thus  selected, 
partial  and  sectional  laws  would  be  passed — the 
state  would  be  run  in  debt,  the  masses  would  be 
oppressed  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  And 
should  the  friends  of  the  Excculhe  be  arrested 
for  frauds  committed  upon  the  elective  franchise, 
the  Governor  and  a  majority  of  the  Senatecould 
remove  judges.  If  sheriffs  would  indict  such 
friends,  sheriffs  could  be  removed,  and  quashed 
indictments  could  acquit  the  accuse;!.  Thus  I'raud 
could  effectually  relieve  its  perpetrators  from 
the  legal  consequences  of  their  villany. 

That  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  may  be 
successfully  applied  to  obtain  such  objects,  all 
of  you  must  admit  is  alone  sufficient  reason  for 
amending  it — while  many  of  you,  I  fear,  will 
charge  me,  in  this  instance,  with  being  indebted 
to  facts  for  .ay  imaginings. 

How  shall  the  alterations  be  obtained?  The 
Constitution  provides  that  the  Legislature,  by  a 
two- thirds  vole,  may  propose  alterations  to  the 
Constilulion.  If  such  alteration  should  be  con- 
curred in  by  two-lhirds  of  Ihe  next  Legislature, 
such  resolutions  are  submitted  to  the  people  at 
a  general  election,  and  if  affirmed  by  them,  the 
Constitution  is  amended.  Three,  and  I  believe 
but  three  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  have 
beer  effected  in  this  manner;  but  none  of  them 
curtails  the  power  of  the  Legislature.  The  Legis- 
lature have  frequently  been  applied  to,  to  alter 
the  Constitution  abridging  their  own  powers,  and 
have  refused  to  recommend  such  alterations. 

We  know  that  public  bodies  will  not  volunta- 
rily give  up  powers  they  possess  or  powers  they 
exercise,  although  they  only  assumed  them. — 
This  has  been  clearly  established,  not  only  by 
the  Legislature,  but  by  the  common  council  of 
this  city,  who  will  not  relinquish  the  perfor- 
mance of  executive  business  by  their  commit- 
tees, although  the  charter  of  the  city  expressly 
prohibits  it.  A  convention  of  the  people  is, 
therefore,  the  only  reliable  means  of  obtaining 
the  amendments  required  for  the  protection  of 
the  interests  of  the  people  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

I  propose  that  the  Constitution  should  be  so 
amended  as  to  lake  from  the  Governor  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  officers  which  can  be  either 
elected  or  appointed  by  the  towns  and  counties. 
Let  the  town  elect  or  appoint  all  that  will  not 
interfere  with  other  towns;  the  county  all  that 
will  not  interfere  with  other  counties. 

The  officers  being  selected  by  those  for  whom 
the  service  is  to  be  rendered,  will  be  more  capa- 
ble and  honest.  It  will  then  be  an  honor  con- 
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Let  the  Legislature  be  restricted  to  passing 
general  laws — prohibit  all  partial  legislation  for 
classes  and  occupations.  The  counties  and 
towns  can  apply  these  general  terms  to  their 
particular  requirements  and  emergencies. 

Let  the  number  of  Supreme  Court  Judges  be 
increased.  Let  the  judges  alternate  in  presiding 
at  the  circuits  in  trials  of  causes  before  juries. 
Make  more  Chancellors — let  questions  of  fact  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  be  tried  by  a  jury  before 
the  Chancellors  themselves. 

Let  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
Chancellors  form  a  court  of  appeal  both  for  the 
common  law  and  equity  courts,  and  let  the  de- 
cision of  that  court  be  conclusive  in  all  matters, 
except  upon  the  construction  of  statutes  of  this 
State,  and  the  constitutionality  of  our  State  laws. 

Let  the  Judges  of  the  Constitutional  Courtbe 
elected  by  the  people  in  the  several  districts  of 
the  State,  which  court  shall  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  facts  in  a  cause,  or  the  application  of 
the  facts,  but  merely  the  decision  of  the  con- 
struction and  the  constitutionality  of  Statutes. 
By  this  moans  the  people  can  preserve  their  con- 
stitution, and  possess  perfect  check  over  the 
usurpation  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  latitudi- 
nary  constructions  of  the  judiciary. 

Let  officers  be  reduced  to  the  number  indis- 
pensable to  perform  the  duties  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. Then  there  will  be  fewer  office  seekers, 
and  the  public  will  be  brought  up  to  the  legiti- 
mate business  of  private  pursuits.  Those  of 
you  who  believe  that  this  Constitutional  Reform 
is  required,  I  solicit  individually  to  exert  your- 
selves to  bring  public  opinion  to  bear  upon  it — 
and  to  cause  the  election  of  such  members  to 
the  next  Senate  and  Assembly,  as  will  pass 
law  authorizing  a  convention,  and  providing  for 
the  election  of  delegates. 


Letter  of  M  Hoffman  to  Senator  Scott,  dated  Herk.JulyS 
Dear  Sir — In  common  with  every  democrat 
who  traces  our  present  debts,  deficits  and  mise- 
ry to  their  true  and  obvious  causes,  you  doubt- 
less desire  a  thorough  radical  reform.  In  a 
letter  to  the  Reform  Association  of  your  city,  I 
have  expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  judicial 
power  should  be  taken  from  the  Senate  and 
vested  in  courts  held  by  judges  to  be  elected  by 
the  people  for  a  short  term  of  years.  On  this 
part  of  the  subject,  I  desire  to  express  to  you 
more  fully  than  I  could  in  that  letter,  my  reasons 
for  this  opinion. 

I  need  not  argue  with  you  to  prove,  that  the 
want  of  correct,  detailed,  distinct  provisions  in 
a  statute,  always  makes  it  dark  and  dangerous, 
and  often  renders  most  pernicious  a  law  which 
with  such  details  would  be  most  useful.  With- 
out such  details  the  best  general  principles  are 
not  merely  lost,  but  often  made  the  cause  of 
mischief.  If  this  is  true,  even  in  the  most  simple 
cases,  the  details  rise  in  difficulty  and  importance 
with  the  complication  and  extent  of  the  subject. 
On  the  subject  of  judicial  reform,  embracing  the 
complications  of  practice  and  pleadings, 


in  a  few  years,  with  the  increase  of  population 
and  business,  engross  the  whole  time,  as  it  now 
does  most  of  the  thoughts,  of  the  Senate.     At 
present  the  Senate  can  devote  time  to  legislation 
only  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  the  session,  and 
can  do  very  little  towards  perfecting  the  forms 
and  details  of  statutes.     Until  the  Senate  is  di- 
vested of  judicial  power  and  duty,  it  can  never 
perform  its  most  useful  legislative  functions  in 
the  government.     We  can  expect  no  useful  sim- 
plification  of  law  practice  and   pleadings,    or 
clear,  consistent,  intelligible  statutes.  The  study 
already   bestowed    by  Senators  on   particular 
causes,  would,  if  it  had  been  devoted  to  the  sub- 
ject, have  given  simplicity,   beauty  and  consis- 
tency, to  the    whole  law,  and  made   it  intelligi- 
ble.    The   change  is  necessary    to  preserve  the 
Senate  as  part  of  the  Legislature:     For  in  a  few 
years  the  increase  of  causes  must  bury  it  wholly 
in  judicial  business  &  lose  it  to  actual  legislation. 
As  a  court  of  last  resort,  the  senate  reviews 
and  construes  the  statutes  which  it  has  assisted 
to  enact.     In  enacting  them,  it  knows  and  feels 
that  it  reserves    this  great   power  to   construe 
them.     Under  such   circumstances,  haste  is  in- 
dulged, careless   obscurity  encouraged,  and  the 
utmost  diligence  will  do  no  more  than  make  the 
law  so  that  it  can  be  understood.     But  if  the  le- 
gislative power  knows  that  it  can  only  enact  and 
not  construe  the  rule,  and  that  others  will  give 
it  a  construction  and  apply  it  in  practice,  it  will 
seek  to  express  that  rule  and  the  ^reasons  for  it, 
in  terms  so  clear,  distinct  and   precise,  that  the 
most  ordinary  sagacity  can  not  misconstrue  or 
misapply  it.     The  divesting  the  senate  of  judi- 
cial power  would  thus,  I  believe,  lead  to  a  most 
useful  radical  reform  in  laws,  which  can  never  be 
expected  while  that  body  is  the  court  of  last  resort. 
The  court  of  last  resort  must,   as  to  all  cases 
ending  there,  be   the  constitutional  court.     At 
present  the  Senate  may  enact  a  statute,  and  as  a 
court  declare  that  statute  constitutional  and  bind- 
ing.    In  this  manner  it  may,  and  by  the  force  of 
aggregated  precedent,  it  has  repealed  the   con- 
stitutional  limitations  set  on  legislative  power. 
As  the   court   of  last  resort  is  necessarily   the 
court  to  construe  the  Constitution,  it  should,  like 
the  present  be   held    by  Judges  elected  by  and 
responsible  to  the  people,  at  short   reasonable 
periods  of  seven  or  ten  years;  and  if  the  Judges 
of  the  highest  courts  of  original  jurisdiction  are 
to  be  a  part  of  the  tribunal  of  last  resort,  thcj 
too  must  be  elected. 

It  may  be  feared  that  such  a  court  may  itself 
become  a  tyrant!  On  what  I  ask?  It  can 
make  no  law.  It  can  at  most,  only  construe 
those  made  by  the  Legislature;  and  by  due  care 
in  that  body,  it  may  give  to  its  statutes  that  in- 
telligible certainty  which  disarms  construction 
of  all  power  to  do  mischief.  As  the  court  can 
by  construction  gain  no  power  themselves  to 
make  law,  they  will  be  less  disposed  to  increase 
the  power  of  the  Legislature  against  the  limit"- 
lions  of  the  constitution;  and  if  the  court  shall 
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troling,  in  despite  of  all  fee  bills,  the  expenses  of  injuriously  limit  and  restrain  the  exercise  of  Le. 
litigation,  the  whole,   and  to  us  hitherto  insu-    gislative  power,  the  Legislature  may  remove  the 
perable,  difficulty,   lies  in    details   and  forms,  i  restraint  by  proposing  an  amendment  to 
Without  correct  details  in   the  laws  authorizing   stUutiori. 
it,  there  can  be  no  law  reform. 

The  Assembly  is  and  should  be  elected  for 
only  a  very  short  period.  It  is  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  that  body,  or  its  committees,  can 
render  any  considerable  aid  in  perfecting  the  de- 
tails and  forms  of  laws.  The  Senate  is  elected 
for  a  longer  period,  and  must  perform  that  most 
useful  and  indispensable  labor  ;  but  the  Senate, 
as  a  court  of  errors,  as  at  present  organized, 
must  employ  two- thirds  of  the  whole  year  in 
hearing  and  deciding  particular  causes.  As  the 
causes  multiply,  that  period  must  extend,  and  tsnt.  With  esteem,  yo'irs, 


COD 

In  this  way  the  dispute  will  be  spee 
dily  referred  to  the  people,  the  proper  and  re 
sponsible  arbiter*  of  the  matter. 

If  these  considerations  do  not  entirely  persu*'!* 
you,  as  they  do  me,  that  we  ought  and  must  d»- 
vest  the  senate  of  all  judicial  power,  and  should 
vest  the  power  in  court*  held  by  Judges  «lect«i 
for  short  periods,  I  hope  they  may  induce  you 
mature  a  substitute  that  shall  secure  to  u» 
benefits  which  I  ardently  hope  from  my  pro] 
sition.     Reach  there  benefits  and  avoid  the  *r< 
evils  to  which  I  havr- alluded,  an<l  I  w? 
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SPEECH  OF  THEODORE  SEDGWICK. 


[From  the  New-York  American.] 
CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM. 

We  promised  some  weeks  ago  to  take  occa- 
sion  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  speech  deliv- 
ered by  Theodore  Sedgwick,  at  the  mass  meet- 
jag  held  last  month,  to  promote  the  object  of 
Reform.in  the  Constitution. 

We  redeem  that  promise  to-day,  and  invite 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  speech;  it  is 
a  weir  considered,  able,  and  temperate  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  amendments  to  the  present 
Constitutio.  — for  restricting  the  Executive,  Le- 
gislative, and  Judiciary  powers,  and  for  ren- 
dering the  exercise  of  the  powers,  intended  to 
be  conferred,  more  regular,  prompt,  certain  and 
impartial. 

Of  the  necessity  of  Reform  in  the  Judiciary 
department  especially,  no  one,  even  if  doubting 
before,  will,  after  reading  Mr.  Sedgwick's  re- 
marks, continue  to  doubt: 

"With  a  Court  of  Chancery,"  says  Mr.  S. 
'•'where  causes  are  not  decided,  and  the  Court 
of  Errors  where  causes  are  not  heard,  the  Judi- 
cial System  of  New-York  is  indeed  worthy  of 
admiration!" 

So  in  the  Executive  Department,  we  agree 
that  some  restriction  is  needed  upon  power  and 
patronage. 

Concerning  the  Legislative  Department,  we 
have  more  hesitation  in  agreeing  with  the  sug 
gestions  of  this  speech,  but  are  quite  willing  to 
see  them  discussed  in  our  columns. 

The  great  point,  however,  wherein  we  dif- 
fer from  Mr.  S.  and  other  friends  of  Constitu- 
tional Reform,  is  as  to  the  mode  of  effecting  it. 

The  Constitutional  Reform  Association,  in 
whose  behalf  Mr.  Sedgwick  spoke,  go  for  a 
Convention.  To  this  we  object,  first,  because 
a  more  simple,  more  economical,  and  as  we 
hold,  safer  mode,  is  pointed  out  in  the  present 
Constitution;  and  secondly,  because  in  the  ex 
isting  ferment  in  men's  minds  as  to  the  unlimH- 
e  1  powerand  rights  of  majorities,  as  to  the  tenure 
of  property, and  other  personal  and  social  rights 
we  would  not  dare  to  throw  open  all  these  ques- 
tions to  the  chance  of  change. 


SPEECH  OF  THEODORE  SEDGWICK, 
At  the  Reform  Convention  in  New-York. 

His  honor  the  Mayor,  by  his  very  full  andela 
borate  exposition  of  the  objects  of  this  meeting 
has  relieved  me  from  very  considerable  embar 
rassment;  for  considering  the  very  important  na 
lure  of  the  subject  which  calls  us  together,  m; 
own  time  for  preparation  has  been  so  short  tha 
I  was  apprehensive  I  should  be  altogether  una 
ble  to  do  any  justice  whatever  to  the  many 
points  of  view  in  which  the  matter  may  be  ex 
amined. 

I  had  hoped,  indeed,  that  my  co-operation  a 
the  present  time  would  have  been  rendered  al 
toei'ther  unnecessary  by  the  appearance  of  m; 
friend,  the  Attorney-General.  I  k*ow  witi 
\vhut  ardor  his  generous  nature  will  precipitat 
jl*t»lf  into  this  cause — with  what  ability  and  elo 
quence  be  would  have  developed  the  subject,  i 
i*  unnecessary  to  say. 

As  it  is,  I  shall  endeavor  to  give,  with  all  pos 
sible  brevity,  some  of  the  many  reasons  whic 
brin?  my  mind  to  the  conviction  that  a  reform  o 
the  Constitution  of  our  State  is  indispensable: — 
indispensable  is  the  word — for  these  sweeping 
•hanges  are  at  no  time  desirable.     Better  endur 


much  than  run  the  risk  of  unknown  evils.     No- 
hing   short  of  imperative   considerations   can 
warrant  a  reconstruction  of  the  political  edifice. 
What   is  the   first   suggestion  that  prudence 
makes  to  any  one  about  to  execute  an  ordinary 
power  of  attorney  ?     Why,  very  plainly,  that  no 
greater  power  shall  be  conferred  than  what  is 
ibsolutely  necessary  to  attain  the  precise  object 
n  view;  that  no  vague  general  authority  shall 
)e  granted,  unless  it  is  indispensably  necessary. 
The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New- York  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  power  of  attor- 
ney, which  you,  the  people,  give  to  a  certain 
>mall  number  of  delegates,   prescribing  what 
hey  are  to  do,  and  what  to  leave  undone;  and  I 
need  scarcely  say,  that  the  rule  of  prudence  in 
private  life,  and  in  the  matters  of  private  busi- 
icss  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  should  be  ap- 
)lied  with   tenfold  vigor   in   all  public  affairs. 
Distrust  is  the  first  lesson  that  history  teaches. 
Suspicion  of  power  is  the  first  duty,  the  first  ele- 
ment of  political  existence.     "  Confidence."  said 
the    English    minister,    "is  a   plant  of   slow 
growth." 

The  only  questions  which  yon  are  to  ask  your- 
selves, to  bring  your  minds  to  a  correct  decision 
on  the  great  subject  now  before  you,  is,  whether 
your  pG^er  of  attorney  is  too  large?  whether  it 
confers  any  authority  likely  to  be  abused?  any  au- 
thority that  has  been  abused?  any  authority  that 
can  safely  be  restricted  or  taken  away?  any  au- 
thority that  must  be  restricted  or  taken  away, 
if  you  would  preserve  the  purity  of  your  sys- 
tem? 

To  decide  these  points  satisfactorily  will  re- 
quire a  much  more  elaborate  examination  of  the 
subject  than  I  can  here  possibly  lay  before  you. 
You  will  be  greatly  assisted,  however,  in  form- 
ing your  judgment  by  the  recent  letter  from  Mr. 
Hoffman  of  Herkimer  to  the  Association  that 
has  called  this  meeting,  and  which  contains  an 
exposition  of  the  subject  as  comprehensive  as  it 
is  brief.  Mr.  Hoffman's  views  on  these  subjects 
are  entitled  to  great  consideration  in  every  point 
of  view.  He  is  an  eminently  practical  man — 
and  to  few,  very  few,  is  the  State  or  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  at  this  moment  more  indebted. 
Mr.  Hoffman  was  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  that  legislature  which  threw  itself  in  the 
breach — which  arrested  our  reckless  expendi- 
ture— dared  to  tax — dared  to  be  honest — and 
placed  the  heel  of  New- York  on  the  head  of  re- 
pudiation. To  few  men  are  we  more  indebted 
than  to  Mr.  Hoffman — and  his  opinions  on  the 
subject  are  entitled  to  great  weight  and  a  most 
respectful  consideration. 

The  subject  of  the  State  Government  natural- 
ly resolves  itself  into  three  heads,  answering  to 
the  three  great  branches  of  the  government — 
EXECUTIVE,  LEGISLATIVE  and  JUDICIABY. 

And  first,  of  your  Executive — 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  cannot  well  be  doubted 
that  the  powers  of  this  officer  are  altogether  too 
great  to  be  safely  entrusted  to  any  one  individu- 
al. In  addition  to  a  Veto  Power — equivalent  to 
some  thirty  or  forty  votes — a  power  which,  as  a 
check  on  hasty  or  improvident  legislation,  there 
is  not  the  least  disposition  to  find  fault  with — 
in  addition  to  this,  he  has  the  right  of  appoint- 
ing all  the  judicial  officers  of  the  State,  with  the 
exception  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  administrative  officers. 

Chancellor,  Supreme  Courtand  Circuit  judges, 
County  Judges,  Supreme  Court  Commissioners, 
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masters  and  examiners  in  chancery,  commis- 
sioners of  deeds,  notaries  public,  inspectors, 
measurers  and  weighers — he  appoints  in  all 
(with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  a  consent,  I 
need  scarcely  say,  rarely  refused  by  political  ad- 
herents) between  twelve  and  fifteen  hundred 
subordinate  officers  of  government.  It  cannot 
be  doubtful  that  this  is  an  unwise  and  very  un- 
safe accumulation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  man — that  under  the  present  organization 
of  parties,  and  the  present  doctrines  of  party  po- 
litics, it  is  a  very  dangerous,  a  very  alarming 
accumulation  of  power. 

These  offices  are,  it  is  well  known,  all  be- 
stowed on  the  system,  if  any  thing  so  deplora- 
ble can  be  called  a  system,  of  rewarding  party 
service.  No  consideration  of  merit,  long  experi- 
ence, unquestioned  character,  can,  except  in  the 
rarest  instances,  procure  an  appointment  to  the 
most  trivial  office,  from  a  political  opponent,  or 
what  is  far  worse,  prevent  dismissal  the  mo- 
ment the  opposite  party  attains  power. 

The  vast  mass  of  officers,  with  their  attendant 
emoluments,  is,  then,  just  so  much  capital,  so 
much  plunder  to  be  divided — cut  up  among  the 
adherents  of  the  successful  party.  And  how 
much  is  it?  what  is  the  sum  thus  annually  ap- 
propriated by  the  State  to  engender  a  brood  of 
men  taught  to  live  on  the  public — to  breed  a 
horde  of  needy,  reckless,  desperate  partisans,  to 
foment  party  differences,  to  fan  the  party  flame, 
to  poison  and  corrupt  the  very  fountains  of  your 
government,  and  to  convert  the  contest  of  princi- 
ple into  a  base  selfish  struggle  for  pecuniary 
profit? 

What  the  sum  is,  cannot,  that  I  know,  be 
easily  got  at — but  it  is  certainly  very  great. 
From  a  return  made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Young, 
in  1842,  it  appears  that  one  hundred  and  fifty 
inspectors  who  had  reported,  (and  he  complains 
that  numbers  had  not  complied  with  the  statute.) 
one  hundred  and  fifty  inspectors  alone  actually 
collected,  levied  from  the  people,  a  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  It 
will  be  a  very  small  calculation  which  makes 
the  entire  amount  annually  appropriated  for 
party  purposes,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  up- 
wards of  half  a  million  of  dollars ! 

No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  scandalous 
scenes  that  are  enacted  at  Albany,  at  every 
change  of  the  political  tide.  "  A  host  of  appli- 
cants," Mr.  Hoffman  well  says,  "  is  year  after 
year  collected  at  the  Capitol  to  seek  for  office 
and  place  by  personal  solicitation — from  being 
disgraceful,  this  will  soon  become  infamous." 
No  doubt  of  it  whatever.  The  power  of  oppres- 
sion is  a  thing  fanciful,  altogether  fanciful,  in 
our  times.  The  power  of  oppression  has  at  no 
time  any  thing  in  it  alarming  to  men  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  and  knowing  how  to  use  them.  But 
the  power  of  corruption — the  power  of  corrup- 
tion! — the  very  phrase  is  appalling — for  who, 
regarding  our  natural  frailty,  can  say  when  its 
paralysis  may  not  reach  his  own  nerves  and  its 
cancer  his  own  heart! 

The  power  of  the  Executive,  too,  is  constant. 
Iy  increasing,  and  until  the  act  of  last  winter ,  on 
the  subject  of  inspection,  there  seemed  no  pro- 
bable end  to  it.  That  act  was  prospective  in  its 
character — if  not  repealed,  it  will  apparently 
give  a  death-blow  to  the  monstrous  interference 
between  the  buyer  and  seller,  which  the  State 
has  so  long  kept  up  in  spite  of  the  clearest  prin- 
ciples  of  trade.  But  it  would  be  well  worth 
while  to  place  some  constitutional  restriction  on 
the  creation  of  offices  so  useless  on  one  hand 


and  so  pernicious  on  the  other.  I  think  you 
cannot  fail  to  agree  with  me  in  the  famous  words 
of  Dunning,  "that  the  power  of  the  Executive 
has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ou^ht  to  be  di- 
minished." 

Many  of  the  judicial  officers,  such  as  Masters, 
should  be  made  irremovable,  except  for  cause; 
the  appointment  of  others  should  be  given  to  the 
localities  to  which  they  belong;  and  others  should 
be  abolished  altogether. 

As  to  inspectors,  a  friend  has  suggested  that 
an  exceptionshould  be  made  to  the  entire  demo- 
lition of  the  system,  and  I  confess  the  remark 
has  great  force.  He  thinks  that  we  should  re- 
tain ''  An  Inspector  of  Democrats." 

So  much  for  the  power  of  the  Executive.  I 
need  scarcely  say  taat  all  that  I  have  said,  is 
said  without  any  reference  to  one  party  more 
than  the  other.  We  come  together  without  dis- 
tinction of  party;  and  one  great  object  will  be 
achieved,  if  we  succeed  in  allaying  that  violent 
party  spirit,  which  is  the  danger  of  all  free  go- 
vernments, and  which,  if  not  checked  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  people,  must  always,  sooner  or 
later,  bring  distress  and  disgrace  in  its  train. 

Secondly:  we  come  to  the  Legislature;  and 
this  branch  of  the  subject  is  properly  to  be  re- 
garded in  two  lights.  First,  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  over  the  citizen,  by  way  of  contract- 
ing debt;  and,  secondly,  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature over  the  Constitution  itself. 

The  power  of  contracting  debts  is  the  highest 
known  to  government,  because  it  bears  taxation 
inevitably  with  it;  and  no  governmental  power, 
of  a  general  character,  exercised  in  time  of 
peace,  can  approach  to  that  which  deliberately 
walks  into  the  domicil  of  the  citizen,  compels  an 
account  of  his  property,  and  wrings  from  him 
the  hard  product  of  his  industry.  Certainly, 
nothing  in  government  can  go  beyond  this. 
Now,  the  simple  question  is,  whether  this  pow- 
er is  more  safely  entrusted,  as  at  present,  to  a 
Legislature  chosen  without  any  reference  to  the 
subject  whatever — or  exercised  by  the  people  it- 
self, in  its  primary  capacity.  My  consideration 
of  the  subject  leads  but  to  one  answer.  I  do 
not  mean  at  all  to  say  that  there  is  but  one  side 
to  the  question,  or  that  I  insist  with  any  dog- 
matism whatever  in  my  opinion.  But  the  pre- 
ponderance of  argument  seems  to  he  so  clearly 
on  the  side  of  limiting  the  legislative  action, 
that  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of  this  State 
can  resist  the  conviction  that  this  power  cannot 
safely  be  entrusted  in  its  present  hands. 

That  this  power  has  been  grossly  abused,  can- 
not be  doubted.  The  very  greatness  of  the 
State,  its  magnificent  resources,  and  the  active 
intelligence  of  its  citizens,  lead  to  constant  ap- 
peals i'or  legislative  assistance.  No  man  who 
knows  any  thing  about  the  State,  can  doubt  that 
the  power  of  the  Legislature  has  been  most  im- 
providently  expressed.  When  werecollect  that 
millions  have  been  expended,  for  which  not  a 
dollar  ever  returns;  that  roads  have  been  con- 
structed, to  be  sold  at  sums  so  ridiculously  small 
that  they  scarcely  are  worth  entering  on  the 
credit  side  of  the  account;  no  person  can  pre- 
tend to  say  that  the  power  has  not  been  abused. 

But  worse  than  this:  it  cannot  be  disguised, 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  disguised— for  individu- 
als and  States  learn  solely  by  their  own  experi- 
ence— it  ought  not  to  be  concealed,  that  the  cre- 
dit of  the  State  has  been  in  the  extremest  dan- 
ger— that  our  career  was  arrested  at  the  mo»i 
critical  moment.  To  bear  a  debt  of  twcnlj- 
eight  millions,  we  are  obliged  to  levy  a  lax  01 
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six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Suppose  it  had 
been  carried  to  forty  millions,  or  to  the  sum 
which  the  completion  of  the  public  works  would 
have  rendered  necessary:  can  any  one  suppose 
that  the  Legislature  would  have  levied  the  ad- 
ditional annual  million  which  would  have  be- 
come necessary  ? 

Sanguine  advisers  recommended  the  comple- 
tion of  the  public  works,  in  the  confidence  that 
when  completed  they  would  keep  down  the  in- 
terest. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  with  a  strong 
central  government  this  could  not  have  been 
done.  But  to  have  commenced  such  an  opera- 
tion in  the  face  of  the  depressing  state  of  the 
times,  with  a  population  extremely  averse  to 
taxation,  and  political  men  of  both  parties  ex- 
tremely afraid  of  their  own  shadow,  seems  to 
me  to  deserve  nothing  short  of  the  name  of 
Quixotism.  But  we  are  not  talking  of  certain- 
.ies — we  are  talking  of  probabilities — not  merely 
of  probabilities,  but  of  possibilities — and  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  prudent  citizens  of  this 
State  are  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  the  possibili- 
ty of  a  dishonor  of  our  credit? 

Look  at  Pennsylvania;  consider  the  melan- 
choly condition  of  that  once  great  common- 
wealth. She  is  now  in  a  state  of  fraudulent  in- 
solvency. An  individual  that  can  and  will  not 
pay  his  debts,  is  a  fraudulent  bankrupt;  and  I 
know  of  no  two  rules  of  public  and  private  mo- 
rals. I  care  not  whether  it  is  the  fraud  of  the 
officers  or  the  fraud  of  the  people.  The  fraud 
of  the  officers  elected  by  the  people,  is  the  fraud 
of  the  people  themselves.  The  bare  risk,  the 
most  remote  contingency,  of  such  a  condition  as 
this,  is,  in  my  mind,  abundant  reason  for  the 
change  that  is  proposed.  Better  any  thing  than 
run  the  thousandth  part  of  a  chance  of  plunging 
New- York  into  fraudulent  insolvency. 

Two  objections  are  urged  against  the  pro- 
posed measure — and  one  of  them  certainly  not 
without  force.  It  is  said  that  no  great  work 
can  be  accomplished  without  some  central  body 
to  decide  the  question;  and  that  if  the  people  in 
mass  must  be  applied  to,  not  one  of  the  great 
constructions  of  the  State  would  ever  have  been 
effected.  This  seems  to  me  altogether  fanciful. 
Our  people  are  always  more  likely  to  err  on  the 
side  of  improvidence  than  on  that  of  economy. 
The  American  will  always  be  sufficiently  in 
debt.  Any  great  work  which  should  concern  a 
great  part  of  the  State,  which  had  features  to 
make  it  generally  popular,  would  easily  suc- 
ceed; and  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  say  that  no 
other  work  should  be  constructed.  The  Erie 
canal  would  have  been  made  by  the  people  with- 
out the  intervention  of  any  Legislature  what- 
ever; while  it  may  be  true  enough  that  the  State 
would  not  be  encumbered  by  such  works  as 
adorn  the  Black  river,  Chenango  and  Gene- 
see  Valleys.  Besides,  the  most  conclusive  an- 
swer to  this  argument  is  found  iii  that  great 
work  which  beautifies  and  enriches  our  own 
city — the  Croton  fountains  have  been  called  into 
existence  by  the  direct  voice  of  the  people  them- 
selves. Fifteen  millions  of  debt  have  been  im- 
posed under  a  statute  that  was  submitted  to  the 
popular  decision. 

The  other  objection  is  precisely  the  reverse  of 
the  previous  one.  It  is  said  that  a  change  is  ut- 
terly useless;  that  it  can  do  no  good;  that  the 
people  will  never  examine  the  question;  that 
they  never  care  what  expenses  they  may  sanc- 
tion until  they  must  be  paid.  This  proposition, 
when  applied  to  the  construction  of  works  really 
improper  in  their  character,  is  certainly  surpris- 


ing. It  amounts  to  this,  that  it  is  just  as  easy  to 
coax,  cajole,  persuade,  intimidate,  in  other 
words,  to  manage,  three  millions  of  people,  as 
to  perform  the  same  operation  on  one  hundred 
and  fifty  legislators;  and  that  a  whole  State  is 
as  easily  led  by  the  nose  as  the  two  bodies  at 
Albany.  This  really  does  not  deserve  a  very 
serious  answer.  But  suppose  it  were  so.  Sup- 
pose it  would  do  no  good.  It  at  any  rate  could 
do  no  harm.  And  certainly  the  experiment  is 
worth  something — an  experiment  which  may  do 
good,  and  cannot  do  harm,  is  always  worth  try- 
ing. 

But  it  would  do  good,  if  in  no  other  respect,  in 
this — that  it  would  forever  silence  the  brazen 
throat  of  repudiation.  If  the  State  had  in  its 
primary  capacity  passed  on  the  validity  of  its 
debt,  we  should  hear  no  more  of  fraudulent 
agents — no  demagogue  would  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  advise  the  people  to  disown  the  very 
work  of  the  people  themselves. 

Fetter,  then,  your  Legislature,  and  declare 
that  the  contracting  of  debt,  except  in  case  of 
war  or  insurrection,  is  the  highest  attribute  of 
sovereignty  and  shall  only  be  exercised  by  the 
people  themselves.  *  * 

I  come  to  the  second  head  of  legislative  pow- 
er; and  that  is  its  p^wer  over  the  Constitution 
itself. 

It  may  sound  paradoxical,  but  it  is  strictly 
true:  You  have  no  Constitution.  The  State  of 
New-York  exists  without  one.  What  is  a  Con- 
stitution ?  The  fundamental  idea  of  a  Constitu- 
tion is,  that  it  is  an  instrument  by  which  the 
people  impose  restrictions  and  limits  on  the  Le- 
gislature, and  which  that  Legislature  cannot 
transcend  without  a  direct  appeal  to  the  people 
themselves.  No  such  state  of  things  exists  with 
us,  simply  because  the  Legislature — or  one 
branch  of  it,  the  Senate — is  the  highest  branch 
of  your  judiciary,  and  passes  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  its  own  acts — in  other  words,  the 
Legislature  construes  the  Constitution — the 
attorney  gives  such  interpretation  to  the  power 
under  which  he  acts  as  he  pleases.  It  is  strict- 
ly true  that  you  have  no  Constitution,  and  the 
real  question  now  is,  not  whether  you  shall 
amend  your  Constitution,  but  whether  you  shall 
make  one. 

The  Senate,  I  say,  with  the  Chancellor  and 
three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  compose  a 
court  of  errors — thirty-six  members  in  all — and 
that  Senate,  a  body  renewed  one-fourth  every 
year,  passes  as  a  court  of  last  resort  on  all  the 
judgments  and  decrees  of  law  and  equity,  in- 
cluding the  constitutionality  of  its  own  statutes. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  your  Constitution 
is  completely  in  tbe  power  of  the  Senate;  and 
with  the  knowledge  of  their  power,  who  can 
doubt  that  i*heir  construction  will  be  in  the  last 
degree  lax  and  dangerous  ? 

The  great  objection  in  the  convention  of  1821 
to  the  old  council  of  revision,  was,  that  it  blended 
the  judiciary  with  the  Legislature:  that  was  abo- 
lished— and  a  notable  improvement  was  made 
when  the  Legislature  was  transformed  into  the 
judiciary  itself!  The  Court  of  Errors  derives  its 
existence  from  the  English  House  of  Lords;  it 
is  a  relic  of  colonial  prejudice,  and  had  better 
be  abolished  with  the  other  badges  of  colonial 
servitude. 

Mr.  Hoffman  has  proposed,  and  I  see  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposition,  that  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Last  Resort  should  be  elected  for  a  con 
siderable  term  of  years. 

This  consideration  brings  us  to  the  last  branch 
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of  the  subject;  namely,  Judiciary  Reform;  and 
I  do  not  affect  to  conceal  that  this  topic,  con- 
nected with  that  of  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
over  the  Constitution,  has  to  me  more  interest 
than  any  other.  So  small  a  proportion  of  the 
people  have  any  practical  knowledge  of  what 
is  going  on  in  the  courts  of  justice,  that  the  ju- 
dicial system  can  scarcely  at  any  time  receive 
that  consideration  to  which  it  is  sntitled.  The 
judicial  system  is  indeed  only  another  name  for 
the  Law  itself;  and  who  can  exaggerate  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  a  wise,  just  and 
impartial  system  of  jurisprudence?  Lawsuits 
are  often  contemptible;  the  fee  bill  I  am  willing 
to  surrender;  lawyers  themselves,  you  may, 
for  aught  I  care,  declare  to  be  nuisances;  but 
who,  I  repeat,  can  exaggerate  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  Law?  What  more  cre- 
ates the  difference  between  a  barbarous  and  a 
civilized  people,  between  the  republics  of  South 
America  and  the  republics  of  North  America^ 
than  their  recognition  of  and  their  obedience  to 
the  law?  The  law  pervades  and  controls  every 
class,  every  occupation,  almost  every  consider- 
ation of  social  existence.  It  is  with  you  when 
you  lie  down,  and  with  you  when  you  rise  up; 
and  were  it  what  it  should  be,  in  its  omnipre- 
sence and  its  beneficent  impartiality,  it  could 
have  no  more  fitting  parallel  than  Divinity  itself. 

To  make  the  law  what  it  should  be,  must  al- 
ways, then,  be  one  of  the  first  objects  of  a  civi- 
lized Christian  community.  And  no  approach 
to  this  can  be  effected  without  a  well  arranged  ju- 
dicial system,  administered  by  wise  and  incor- 
ruptible men.  You  have  two  courts  which  may 
be  called  permanent;  and  it  should  never  be  for- 
gotten, for  it  redounds  as  much  to  your  credit 
as  to  theirs,  not  even  the  breath  of  suspicion 
has  ever  sullied  the  character  of  the  men  who 
administer  these  high  trusts.  Learned  and  as- 
siduous, the  system  should  never  be  commented 
upon  without  awarding  to  these  functionaries 
that  tribute  of  respect  which  they  so  eminently 
deserve. 

The  system,  itself,  is  a  very  different  thing; 
and  that  cannot,  it  seems  to  me,  be  spoken  of 
but  in  terms  of  emphatic  condemnation.  The 
Supreme  Court  may  peculiarly  be  called  a  clois- 
tered Court.  No  breath  of  the  great  popular 
atmosphere  ever  reaches  that  tribunal.  Hidden, 
sequestered  from  the  people,  they  see  no  juries, 
hear  no  witnesses,  and  by  no  accident  come  in 
contact  with  the  mass  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
Nothing  comes  before  them  but  by  way  of  ap- 
peal ;  the  entire  management  of  all  litigation 
in  its  first  and  most  important  stages,  is  confided 
to  subordinate  magistrates,  (the  Circuit  Judges) 
who,  on  their  part,  are  entirely  deprived  of  all 
opportunity  for  the  careful  and  deliberate  ex- 
amination of  legal  questions.  The  judicial  func- 
tions  are  of  course  thus  divided  in  a  manner 
that  cannot  but  be  most  injurious  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  highest  judicial  charcter. 

One  of  the  first  objects  of  the  Convention 
which  we  seek,  will  be,  I  hope,  the  restoration 
of  that  old  nisi-priut  system  so  unwisely  aban- 
doned by  the  convention  of  1821 — the  system 
which  sent  the  Law  Judges  down  to  the  Cir- 
cuits, and  gave  at  once  experience,  authority 
and  vigor.  So  much  for  the  Supreme  Court. — 
The  Court  of  Chancery  is  a  very  different  tri- 
bunal. I  have  no  fancy  for  what  Mr.  Bentham 
calls  "  single-seated  justice-,"  nor  do  I  believe 
that,  in  a  government  like  ours,  the  enormous 
and  inevitable  powers  of  the  Court  of  Chance- 
ry can  be,  with  any  propriety  or  safety,  entrust- 


ed to  one  man.  It  is  no.  answer  to  say  tha 
those  powers  have,  thus  far,  not  been  abused. 
One  year  of  an  incapable  or  dishonest  Chancel- 
lor would  tell,  with  terrible  effect,  upon  the 
whole  body  of  our  law.  But  there  is,  if  possi- 
ble, a  more  conclusive  argument  in  favor  of  a 
plural  bench  of  Chancellors  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  no  one  man  is  capable  to  dispose  of 
the  immense  mass  of  business  that  now  threat- 
ens to  overwhelm  that  Court.  The  arrears  there 
almost  bafile  belief.  You  will  hardly  credit  me 
when  I  tell  you  that,  if  your  cause  is  argued 
now,  in  1843,  you  will  be  fortunate  if  you  ob- 
tain  a  decision  in  the  whole  course  of  the  year 
1845;  that  from  one  aid  a  half  to  two  and  a 
half  years  elapse  between  the  argument  and 
decision  of  cases  in  that  Court;  that  the  ordi- 
nary life  time  of  a  well  contested  suit  is  from 
five.to  ten  years. 

Nor,  without  going  into  details  that  time  for- 
bids, could  I  give  you  any  idea  of  the  waste  of 
property,  the  suffering  and  distress,  that  is  pro- 
duced by  this  terrible  procrastination,  however, 
caused  by  the  accumulation  of  business  alone. 
We  shall  go  far  before  we  find  any  more  capa- 
ble to  do  the  work  than  the  present  incumbent. 
We  may  well  apply  to  our  Court  of  Chancery 
the  phrase  of  Bentham:  "  It  is  an  immense 
manufactory  of  expense,  vexation  and  delay; 
the  existence  of  which  is  one  continued  and 
prodigious  grievance."  So  much  for  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  I  come  lastly  to  the  Court  of 
Errors.  That  Court,  as  you  know,  consists  of 
one  branch  of  your  Legislature,  assisted  by 
the  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  Chancellor;  thirty-three  political  members 
and  four  law  members.  Argument  is  almost 
unnecessary  to  show  that  the  decisions  of  such 
a  Court  must  be  loose  and  fluctuating  in  an 
alarming  degree.  The  members  are  politicians 
— elected  as  politicians — daily  acting  and  voting 
as  politicians.  Is  it  likely  that  by  changing 
their  title  from  that,  of  Senate  to  Court  of  Er- 
rors,  they  can  free  themselves  from  the  strong 
partizan  bias  which  they  must  so  certainly  feel  ? 

But  this  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  speculation 
or  conjecture.  Within  the  last  five  years,  I  can 
show  you  numerous  decisions  of  that  Court, 
where  the  vote  nearly  represents  the  actual 
state  of  political  parties.  I  need  not  tell  you 
what  that  means,  nor  need  I  tell  you  how  fatal 
such  a  state  of  things  must  be  to  the  law  and  to 
litigants. 

So  striking  is  the  state  of  things  in  this  tribu- 
nal, that  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court — one,  too,  very  remarkable  for  his  fami- 
liarity with  business,  and  for  a  mind  eminently 
practical  and  logical,  Mr.  Justice  Bronson — has 
not  hesitated  to  declare  in  a  solemn  opinion, 
that  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Errors  no 
longer  furnish  precedents,  and  they  can  only  be 
considered  as  deciding  the  particular  case  before 
them.  No  condemnation  more  severe  could  be 
pronounced  than  is  contained  in  these  words. 

Mr.  Hoffman  has  proposed  the  election  of 
members  of  a  Court  of  Last  Resort,  by  the  Peo- 
ple. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  popular 
election  of  Judges  of  the  Last  Resort  or  of  any 
class,  is  at  any  time  desirable.  On  that  point  it 
is  unnecessary  to  express  any  opinion.  Much 
may  be  said  both  for  and  against  the  principle. 
If  on  the  one  hand,  popular  excitability  may  be 
apprehended,  on  the  other  there  are  strong 
reasons  for  saying  that  the  people  who  made 
the  Constitution,  should  also  make  the  Judges 
who  are  to  expound  it.  But  it  is  unnecessary 
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to  discuss  that  matter  now.  Our  highest  Judges 
(as  Senators)  have  been  always  elected.  We 
do  not  propose  to  alter  the  principle — but  to 
introduce  a  very  material  modification,  and 
one  which  if  not  absolutely  perfect,  would 
clearly  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  present 
system.  Leaving  the  present  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Chancery  to  be 
appointed  as  they  now  are  by  the  Executive, 
the  Judges  of  the  highest  Court  would  be  elect- 
ed as  they  now  are  by  the  people  :  but  .they 
would  be  elected  as  Judges — they  would  be 
elected  for  a  longer  term — fhey  would  feel  their 
responsibilities  as  conservators  of  the  law  and 
Constitution;  and  no  one  can,  I  think,  doubt 
that  it  would  be  an  immense  improvement  up- 
on the  present  order  of  things. 

But  another  reason,  if  possible,  equally  im- 
perative, exists  for  the  reorganization  of  this 
tribunal.  The  Court  is  overwhelmed  by  its  bu- 
siness. Its  Law  or  Writ  of  Error  term  has  just 
closed.  Of  sixty  causes,  twenty  have  been 
heard;  and  the  Court  has  adjourned  for  a  year 
— with  one-third  of  its  business  unfinished — 
with  two  years'  work  before  it. 

Between  your  Court  of  Chancery  where  your 
causes  are  not  decided,  and  your  Court  of  Er- 
rors where  they  are  not  heard,  the  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  State  of  New-York,  is  indeed  worthy 
of  admiration ! — 

"  To  make  delay  in  Lincoln's  Inn, 

"  Two  different  causes  tend  : 
"  Their  Lordships'  judgments  ne'er  begin, 

"  His  Honor's  never  end." 

Such  is  the  state  of  things.  The  Court  of 
Errors  is  not  to  blame.  It  is  a  vast  machine, 
the  working  of  which  must  always  be  slow, 
cumbrous  and  expensive. 

Now,  look  these  things  in  the  face,  and  say 
whether  the  subject  of  Judiciary  Reform  alone 
doss  not  call  for  some  radical  alteration  of  the 
Constitution.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  of  amend- 
ing the  charter  through  the  Legislature,  in  the 
mode  pointed  out  by  the  instrument  itself.  The 
only  difficulty  is,  that  the  effort  is  utterly  im- 
practicable. Power  never  surrenders  Power — 
the  Legislature  will  never  renounce  its  authori- 
ty over  the  Constitution — the  Senate  will  never 
abdicate  its  judicial  functions.  The  thing,  if 
done  at  all,  must  be  done  by  a  direct  appeal  to 
the  people  themselves. 

I  say  an  appeal  to  the  people — greatly  to  be 
deprecated  would  be  any  effort  to  achieve  this 
subject  by  the  existing  party  organization.  In- 
deed the  thing  cannot  be  done  by  a  parly,  be- 
cause our  party  majorities  are  altogether  too 
small.  Our  party  majorities  are  surprisingly 
small;  varying  from  5  to  15,000,  they  are  but 
from  2  to  5  per  cent,  of  our  voting  population. 
Not  by  such  majorities  as  these  can  Constitu- 
tional Reforrr.  be  effected.  Nor  must  there  be 
any  doubt  in  which  scale  the  majority  lies.  It 
will  not  answer  to  re-enact  on  the  theatre  of 
New-York,  the  drama  which  has  so  lately  been 
played  on  that  of  Khode  Island. 

We  meet  here  as  conservators  of  the  great 
laterals  of  the  people;  and  in  this  view  olfthe 
subject,  the  distinction  of  Whig  and  Democrat 
should  disappear.  Wre  are  not  to  arrogate  to  our- 
selves all  political  virtue.  It  would  be  a  libel  on 
our  institutions,  to  say  that  there  was  a  majori- 
ty of  but  five  or  ten  thousand  in  the  State 
•worthy  of  being  freemen.  An  immense  majori- 
ty of  the  population  is  devotedly  attached  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  free  government. — 
Thare  was  deep  philosophy  in  the  words  of 


Jefferson — "  We  are  all  republicans — we  are  all 
federalists." 

No — by  the  action  of  the  people  alone,  can 
this  great  object  be  effected.  The  Convention 
of  1821  was  called  for  but  by  a  very  small  vote, 
but  the  numbers  who  were  then  excluded  from 
the  franchise  rendered  that  convention  indis- 
pensable. The  convention  of  1821  actually 
doubled  the  electoral  body.  The  vote  for  go- 
vernor in  1820  was  93,000.  In  1824  it  was 
190,000.  This  makes  it  very  plain,  that  the 
convention  of  1821  was  a  great  popular  move- 
ment. 

Such  a  character  must  be  impressed  upon  the 
present  effort.  Let  it  not  be  dwarfed  or  cramp- 
ed by  the  spirit  of  party.  We  are  called  to- 
gether  by  no  party  war-cry.  We  meet  under  no 
party  roof-tree.  Consider  the  subject  then,  re- 
garding only  the  lasting  interests  of  our  great 
State,  and  our  yet  greater  country — looking  for- 
ward to  the  time  so  beautifully  depicted  in  the 
words  of  your  own  Bryant — (made  your  own 
not  less  by  his  sympathy  with  every  popular  in- 
terest.  than  by  the  depth  of  his  pathos,  the 
lofty  jaorality  of  his  lone,  and  the  felicity  of 
his  diction) — 

"  When  younger  commonwealths  for  aid 

Shall  cling  around  your  ample  robe, 
And  from  yonr  frown  shall  shrink  afraid 

The  crowned  oppressor*  of  the  globe." 

NOTE.— A  year  or  two  ago,  while  it  was  still 
in  contemplation  to  renovate  the  Judiciary 
through  the  Legislature,  a  substitute  for  the 
fifth  section  was  prepared  by  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  Bar,  and  he  has  al- 
lowed me  to  make  use  of  it  here.  I  am  parti- 
cularly glad  to  do  so,  because,  coming  ns  it  does 
from  an  accomplished  and  eminently  skilful 
lawyer,  it  shows  conclusively  that  the  present 
suggestion  is  not  the  work  of  any  theoretical 
visionaries.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  mainly  ac- 
cords with  the  ideas  now  placed  before  the  pub- 
lic by  Mr.  Hoffman  and  others.  A  Court  of 
Appeals,  elected  by  the  people  as  such;  a  Bench 
of  Chancellors  ;  and  a  nisi  prius  common  law- 
system,  will  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  welcom- 
ed  with  acclamation  by  the  bar  of  the  State. 

[But  the  pressure  of  other  matters  in  this 
number  of  the  "  Reformer"  forbids  an  inser- 
tion now  of  the  Judiciary  Project,  to  which  Mr. 
Sedgwick  refers  in  this  "  note."] 

From  Mr.  Bryant,  of  the  New-York  Evening  Post 
NEW-YORK,  August  14,  1843. 
GENTLEMEN — The  importance  of  the  ob- 
jects for  which  your  Association  is  established, 
and  the  necessity  of  organization  to  accom- 
plish them,  induce  me  to  depart  from  my  usual 
practice  in  such  cases,  and  to  accept  ihe  ap- 
pointment of  vice-president,  which  (he  mem- 
bers have  done  me  the  honor  of  offering-  me. 
I  am  gentlemen. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
W.  C.  BRYANT. 

Messrs.  Charles  S.  Renton,  Henry  W.  Strong,  Hiram 
MfCollnm,  Hugh  T.  Brooks,  Henry  R.  SeJdcn,  R.  H 
Williams.  Geo.  W.  Clinton,  Lorenzo  Sherwood,  Her.- 
ry  O'Reilly. 

REFORM  IN  NEW-JERSEY. 
An  article  in  the  Ncxv-York  Tribune  attrib- 
utes the  recent  defeat  of  the  Whigs  in  N.  J.  to 
the  fact  that  their  party  seemingly  oppo«.cd  (he 
popular  feeling  iilWavor  of  Constitutional  Ke- 
form  in  that  State.  Significant. 
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PUBLIC  SENTIMENT,    AND  PUBLIC  POLICY. 

It  is  worthy1!  of  special  notice  that  nearly 
every  Democratic  Convention  held  this  year 
in  the  State  of  New-York— whether  that  Con- 
vention was  of  a  County,  Senatorial  or  State 
character — has  emphatically  approved  of  the 
"  financial  policy  of  the  Legislature  of  1842," 
proposed  by  Michael  Hoffman ;  and  that  the  ex- 
pression is  consequently  nearly  equally  unani- 
mous and  emphatic  in  favor  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  "  People's  Resolutions"  which  were 
zealously  but  unsuccessfully  advocated  by 
Judge  Loomis  and  Mr.  Hoffman  while  in  the 
Legislature. 

Witness  the  language  of  the  late  Conven- 
tion at  Syracuse  in  reference  to  what  has  been 
frequently  denominated  the  "  Hoffman  Poli- 
cy," a  policy  happily  noticed  in  the  letter 
of  O'Sullivan  and  the  speech  of  Sedgwick: — 

[From  proceedings  of  State  Convention.] 


Spirit  aroused  upon  financial  questions.  Take 
for  instance,  (and  we  instance  it  only  because 
the  proceedings  are  in  a  paper  we  are  now 
reading,)  the  expression  of  opinion  at  the  late 
Senatorial  Convention  of  the  Fourth  District, 
which  included  delegates  from  St.  Lawrence, 
Montgomery,  Fulton,  Saratoga,  Washington, 
Warren-,  Essex,  Clinton,  Herkimerand  Frank- 
lin. Here  is  a  sample  of  the  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the 
financial  policy  established  by  the  Legislature 
of  1842,  and  continued  by  the  last  Legisla- 
ture;— that  the  triumphant  approval  of  it  giv- 
en by  the  electors,  is  a  proud  and  gratifying 
proof  of  the  excellence  of^republican  institu- 
tions. Under  any  form  of  government,  the 
system  of  debt  and  expenditure  would  have 
gone  on  with  increased  strides,  until  the  in- 
dustrious classes  would  have  been  pauperized 
for  schemes  of  extravagance  and  the  benefit 
of  a  monied  oligarchy.  We  do  not  doubt 
that  the  zealous  support  of  all  the  Senators 


Resolved,  That  the  debt-paying  policy  es- 
tablished by   the  Democratic  Legislature   of  j  from  this  District  will  be  given  to  that  honest 
1842,  and  confirmed  by  that  of  1843,  was  as  ,and  wise  policy, 
clearly   demanded    by   the   condition  of  the 
finances  of  the   State  and   the   wishes  of  the 


people,  as  it  was  plainly  required  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  public  integrity  and  prudence;  and 
th«  restored  faith  and  improved  value  which 
it  has  brought  to  our  State  securities, 
1'ully  vindicate  the  measure,  and  have  won  for 
the  democracy  of  New-York  an  enviable 
distinction  in  the  Union;  that  the  conduct  of 
this  Slate  on  that  occasion  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  recovering  public  confidence  in 
State  efficiency  and  ability  to  accomplish  its 
necessary  and  proper  works,  and  arresting 
that  tendency  of  the  public  mind  which  was 
then  but  too  dangerously  apparent,  to  look  to 
the  general  government  for  the  means  to  pay 
for  them,  if  not  for  the  power  to  make  them. 
Resolved,  That  while  the  Democracy  of 
this  State  regard  a  State  Debt  as  a  State  evil, 
and  will  oppose  all  measures  calculated  eith- 
er to  increase  the  present  debt  or  to  arrest  its 
gradual  reduction — and  are  opposed  to  all  im- 
provident and  unnecessary  public  improve- 
ments— they  are  not  and  never  have  been  hos- 
tile to  those  public  works  which  are  of  such 
general  and  extended  character  in  their  utility 
and  importance  as  to  need  the  means  of  the 
State  for  their  creation  and  management,  and 


Resolved,  That  this   Convention  favor  an 
amendment  of  the  State   Constitution   which 


shall  secure  to  the  people  the  right  to  deter- 
mine, by  their  votes,  whether  any  new  debt  of 
the  State  shall  be  contracted  for  any  purpose, 
excepting  the  emergencies  of  war  or  insur- 
rection; and  also  an  amendment  prohibiting 
the  exemption  of  the  members  of  any  moneyed 
corporation  from  personal  liability  to  creditors 
for  debts  contracted  by  their  officers  and  agents. 

Resolved,  That  the  best  mode  of  effecting 
Constitutional  Reform,  is  to  promote  the  adop- 
tion in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  those  amendments  which  are  of  the 
most  pressing  importance  to  the  public  welfare. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Legislature  will 
not  or  cannot  agree  to  propose  such  salutary 
amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Slate, 
as  shall  secure  all  desirable  limitations  to  dele- 
gated power,  then  it  will  become  their  bounden 
cluty  to  submit  by  proper  enactments  the  ques- 
tion to  the  people,  whether  they  will  or  will  not 
have  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution. 

Many  of  the  Conventions  go  for  a  Conven- 
tion without  asking  the  Legislature  for  furth- 
er tinkering:  And  as  our  Democratic  friends 
in  the  Fourth  Senatorial  District  cannot  have 
much  hope  that  the  Legislature  will  now  make 


which  can  be  effected  without  imposing  bur- 1  all  the  Reforms  required  after  that  body  has  for 
then?  upon  the  people ;  and  that  the  experience  I  several  years  rejected   the  single   proposition 
fully 


of  this  State  has  fully  demonstrated  that  the 
State  ought  not  to  have  any  subordinate  in- 
fluence or  secondary  Interest  in  works  owned 
and  controlled  by  others;  that  the  public  cre- 
dit cannot  be  safely  used  to  or  for  any  purpose 
but  the  public  necessities,  and  ought  not  to  be 
loaned  to  companies  or  individuals,  or  incor- 
porations of  any  kind;  and  that  the  mainte- 
nance and  extension  of  our  system  of  State 


embraced  in  the  People's  Resolutions,  we 
may,  especially  from  what  we  know  of  the 
views  of  several  of  the  delegates,  consider 
their  expression  of  opinion  to  be  strongly  in 
favor  of  a  "Convention  for  revising  the  Consti- 
tution," as  well  as  a  noble  tribute  to  the  finan- 
cial policy  sustained  by  Hoffman,  Loomis, 
and  other  Lamocratsin  the  Legislature  of  '42  : 
And  triumphant  testimonials  from  all  quarters 


Improvements  can  oidy  be  successfuly  effect- !  of  the    State,   impart  increased   value   to  the 

warnings  which  Hoffman,  Young,  Loomi-s, 
and  their  Democratic  associates  are  now  ut- 
tering in  favor  of  a  more  extended  Plan  of 
'Constitutional  Reform,  as  manifested  in  the  let- 
ters and  speeches  on  that  highly  important 


ed  by  strictly  limiting  them  to  the  means  of 
the  State."' 

$$*  And  as  for  the  Senatorial  and  County 
Conventions,  we  may  quote  at  random  from 
them  anywhere,  so  generallj^concurrent  are 


their  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  Reforming  •  question. 
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LETTER  AND  RESOLUTIONS  OF  ANSEL  BASCOM. 


From  Ansel  Bascora,  (to  whom  a  testimonial  was  pre-  | 
«ented  in  1839,  for  his  Lectures  on  Law  Reform  in 
Herkimer.) 

SENECA  FALLS,  Sept.  30,  1843. 

To  Henry  O'Reilly,  Secretary  of  the 

.    State  Constitutional  Association: 

Dear  Sir — In  accordance  with  Ihe  spirit  of 
the  Circular  from  your  Association,  and  in 
compliance  wilh  your  suggestions,  I  will 
cheerfully  furnish  occasional  remarks,  when- 
ever suitable  opportunity  is  presented  either 
through  the  press  or  in  public  meetings,  on 
subjects  connected  wilh  Political  and  Legal 
Reform — subjects  to  which  my  attention  has 
been  considerably  turned  for  several  years. 

You  will  see,  by  the  newspaper  which  I 
send  you,  that  I  recently,  in  a  convention  of 
this  county,  introduced  resolutions  concerning 
several  important  grounds  of  Reformation. 
Though  not  adopted  by  the  convention,  the  re- 
solutions were  ordered  to  be  published  among 
the  proceedings;  and  the  People  can  guess 
whether  those  resolutions  are  or  are  not  in  ac- 
cordance wilh  Popular  Rights  and  Public  Sen- 
timent. The  grounds  taken  by  me  in  those 
resolutions  are  substantially  accordant  with 
those  which  I  have  advocated  for  years,  and 
which  I  sustained  in  my  remarks  before  the 
recent  meetings  which  I  was  requested  to  ad- 
dress in  Newburgh  and  Poughkeepsie. 

If  the  movement  now  making  for  Reform 
shall  be  sustained  by  the  People,  I  intend, 
through  the  columns  of  "  The  Reformer,"  to 
propose  and  urge  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  shall  abolish  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and  take  away  the  power  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  increase  the  number  of  Courts  at  its 
pleasure ;  to  advocate  the  abolishment  of  three 
of  the  Supreme  Court  clerks'  offices,  (now  no 
longer  necessary,  since  judgments  must  be 
docketed  in  the  county  before  they  become 
liens;)  to  advocate  a  general  reduction  of  sa- 
laries, fees  and  costs — a  simplification  of  all 
legal  proceedings — an  important  alteration  of 
the  laws  of  evidence,  that  shall  diminish  liti- 
gation, render  more  easy  the  ascertainment  of 
truth,  and  relieve  to  a  great  extent  from  the 
necessity  of  troubling  a  large  number  of  wit- 
nesses to  attend  court  to  establish.  Jacts  known 
to  both  the  parties  in  interest;  and  finally,  to 
discuss  and  answer  the  questions  as  well  as  I 
can.  How  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  com- 
munity are  enabled  fo  live  without  pursuing 
i-oim:  useful  and  productive  industrial  occupa- 
tion? why  it  is  that  those  who  labor  severest, 
loo  generally  fare  the  poorest;  while  many  of 
tho-p  who  labor  none  at  all,  have  the  greatest 
abundance  of  the  luxuries  and  necessaries  of 
life  ;  and  why  it  is  that  the  number  of  poor  and 
dependent  ones  is  so  rapidly  increasing  upon 
us,  as  to  justify  the  apprehension  that  the  pre- 
sent arrangements  of  society  are  calculated  to 
introduce  the  same  evils,  wretchedness  and 
degradation  of  the  masses  here,  that  exist  in 
the  Old  World. 

The  first  number  of  the  "  Reformer  "  will 
be  sent  to  many  of  the  old  patrons  of  "  The 
Memorial,"  a  paper  published  by  rnc  in  1S39 


—40,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  producing  lega 
reform  and  a  reduction  of  costs,  and  which 
rendered  important  aid  in  procuring  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  of  1840  for  reducing  costs,  &c. 

I  indulge  the  hope  that  those  who  sustained 
the  Reform  Movement,  of  which  my  paper  was 
the  chief  organ  in  1839,  will  promptly  unite 
in  encouraging  the  movement  now  making. 
It  needs  but  the  support  of  those  most  deeply 
interested,  to  accomplish  a  greater  amount  of 
good  than  has  been  accomplished  by  the  agi- 
tation of  any  question  since  the  Revolution. 

I  do  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  all  the  Re- 
forms thaNvill  be  advocated  in  "  The  Reform- 
er "  are  such  as  I  can  endorse  or  approve,  for 
a  free  discussion  of  any  subjects  agitated  by 
it  will  be  permitted;  and  I  have  too  much  re- 
spect for  the  sagacity  of  the  People  of  this 
State  to  fear  that  they  are  to-be  influenced  to 
carry  through  any  unsound  or  visionary  pro- 
jects of  Reform. 

ANSEL  BASCOM. 


[From  the  Newburgh  Telegraph.] 
PRINCIPLES  OF  REFORM— SENECA  CO. 

The  Seneca  Falls  Courier  contains  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  whig  convention  held  in  that 
county,  September  23,  1843.  ANSEL  BAS- 
COM, Esq.  one  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention, presented  a  series  of  resolutions  em- 
bracing principles  of  Constitutional,  Judicial 
and  Legal  Reform,  which,  alter  much  dis- 
cussion, were  laid  on  Ihe  table,  with  the  di- 
rection that  they  should  be  published  with  the 
official  proceedings.  In  the  same  paper  which 
ushered  these  proceedings  to  (he  world,  Mr. 
Bascom  publishes  a  communication,  in  which 
these  passages  appear: 

"  Our  county  conventions  are  getting  quite 
parliamentary.  One  way  of  disposing  of  pro- 
positions that  are  obnoxious  to  the  majority, 
is  to  honestly  vote  them  down:  another  way  is 
to  lay  them  on  the  table.  After  this  was  done, 
a  friend  of  the  resolutions  moved  that  they  be 
printed,  and  to  save  appearances  this  was 
acceded  to;  but  the  reasons  given  in  a  lengthy 
discussion  for  laying  them  on  the  table,  exhi- 
bited a  hostility  to  their  principles  that  the 
professions  of  attachment  could  not  disguise. 

"  One  objected,  '  (hat  some  portions  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  resolutions  were  approved 
by  some  Democrats;'  another,  that  'it  was 
impolitic  to  undertake  lo  carry  unnecessary 
burdens  just  before  an  election — that  what  was 
wanted  were  political  resolutions.' 

"  By  some  they  were  highly  approved,  but 
great  fears  expressed  lest  a  few  weeks'  exa- 
mination might  disclose  some  hideous  defor- 
mity. And  then  there  were  bugbears  about 
agrarianism,  socialism,  one  man  eating  an- 
other's dinner,  &c.  &c. 

"A  pretty  large  proportion  of  the  conven- 
tion were  prolessional  men.  The  people  can 
judge  whether  this  fact  influenced  (he  chances 
of  (he  resolutions." 

We  subjoin  the  resolutions  to  which  Mr.  B. 
refers,  in  the  tfelief  that  they  will  interest, 
and  at  the  same  time  irake  n  favorable  iro- 
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pression  on  the  minds  of  our  readers.  Though 
a  whig,  Mr.  B.  is  among  the  staunch  and  ef- 
ficient advocates  of  reform.  His  suggestions, 
carried  into  practical  operation,  would,  we 
believe,  do  much  in  alleviating  the  public 
burthens.  Here  they  are: — 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  proposition 
for  a  Convention  of  Delegates  to  be  chosen 
by  the  people,  to  propose  amendments  to  the 
State  Constitution,  not  only  in  respect  to  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  (o  create  stale  debts 
without  the  consent  of  the  people,  or  a  provi- 
sion for  the  discharge  of  some  portion  of  them 
by  immediate  taxation;  but  so  that  the  appoint- 
ing power  of  the  Executive  and  Senate  may 
be  taken  away  or  abridged; 

So  that  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  in- 
crease judicial  tribunals  and  judicial  officers 
may  be  taken  away; 

So  that  the  Courts  of  Chancery  may  be 
abolished,  and  their  powers,  or  such  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  be  exercised,  be  devolved  upon  the 
law  courts; 

So  that  such  reorganization  of  our  judicia- 
ry system  may  be  had,  as  that  litigated  con- 
troversies may  be  decided  nearer  home,  with 
more  justness  and  less  expense; 

So  that  the  remnant  of  land  qualification  for 
voting,  yet  existing  in  our  State  Constitution, 
be  at  once  and  forever  abolished,  and  free  suf- 
frage established  and  secured; 

And  so  that  a  provision  may  be  incorporat- 
ed, providing  for  a  convention  of  popular  de- 
legates, at  stated  periods,  to  review  the  con- 
stitution, and  propose  such  amendments,  and 
provide  such  new  guards  for  the  future  secu- 
rity of  popular  rights,  as  shall  seem  to  be  re- 
quired. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  urge  upon  the  next 
Legislature  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for 
the  election  of  such  delegates,  at  a  special 
election,  as  speedily  after  the  adjournment  of 
said  Legislature  as  will  be  reasonably  conve- 
nient. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  exert  our  influence 
to  abolish  the  three  unnecessary  Supreme 
Court  Clerk's  offices,  to  reduce  the  enormous 
fees  of  Surrogates,  the  too  high  fees  ef  Sheriffs 
and  Clerks,  and  the  publishers  of  legal  adver- 
tisements, and  such  other  fees  and  costs  as  are 
constantly  seducing  men  from  producing  oc- 
cupations to  professional  and  official  pursuits. 
— Now  that  the  prices  of  the  staple  products 
of  the  country  and  of  labor  have  fallen  one- 
half  within  a  few  years,  it  seems  proper  that 
the  whig  party,  claiming  to  be  a  reform  par- 
ty, and  having  when  in  power  carried  some 
important  reforms  in  regard  to  these  subjects, 
should  encourage  the  hope  that  upon  its  resto- 
ration to  political  power,  the  work  of  reform 
shall  be  recommenced. 

Resolved,  That  the  rapid  accumulation  of 
County  expenses  for  the  last  few  years,  until 
the  expenses  of  several  of  our  counties,  with 
only  70  or  80, 000  inhabitants  each,  exceed  the 
taxes  of  the  entire  state  ot  Connecticut,  with 
her  population  of*  310,000,  with  her  seaport 
towns,  her  legislature  and  state  courts,  ad- 
monish us  of  the  necessity  of  examining  into 
the  causes  of  such  increased  extravagance, 


and  of  devising  systems  more  economical. 

Resolved,  That  a  change  in  the  mod*  o«" 
auditing  and  paying  the  expenses  nowcharij«- 
able  upon  the  county  treasurers,  so  (hat  The 
charges  of  all  officers  elected  by  towns  shall 
be  paid  directly  by  the  town  electing  them, 
would  tend  to  diminish  the  public  burdens  and 
distribute  it  more  justly  among  the  several 
towns  of  a  county.  By  such  a  change,  more 
watchfulness  would  be  excited,  more  scrutiny 
of  claims  exercised — and  towns  that  shall 
adopt  the  most  economical  mode  of  conduct- 
ing their  public  affairs,  would  have,  as  they 
ought  to  have,  the  full  benefit  of  their  own 
economy,  and  not  be  charged,  as  they  now 
are,  with  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  other 
towns  who  adopt  a  profligate  system  of  ex- 
penditure. 

From  Robert  H.  Morris,  Mayor  of  New- York. 

MAYOR'S  OFFICE,  July  11,  1843. 

"To  Charles  S.  Benton,  Henry  W.  Strong,  Hiram  Me 
Collum,  Hugh  T.  Brooks,  Henry  R.  Selden,  R.H.Wil- 
liams, Geoige  W.  Clinton,  Lorenzo  Sherwood,  and 
Henry  O'Reilly,  Executive  Committee  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Association: 

GENTLEMEN — Your  Circular  hasbeen  re- 
ceived. I  fully  concur  with  you  in  the  neces- 
sity of  a  convention  to  obtain  the  important 
alterations  in  our  constitution  specified  by  you. 
Very  many  of  the  efficient  democrais  of  this 
city  have,  for  some  time  past,  been  convers- 
ing upon  the  subject.  They  are  ripe  for  the 
movement.  In  a  few  days,  our  papers  will 
speak  in  relation  to  it. 

With  gfreat  pleasure  I  accept  the  appoint- 
meht  of  Vice  President  you  have  conferred  on 
me,  and  assure  you  every  effort  on  my  part 
will  be  used  to  obtain  the  checks  and  guards 
so  essential  to  the  protection  of  the  people  and 
the  just  and  equitable  operations  of  law,  and 
the  permanency  of  democratic  principles. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you;  and  shall, 
as  often  as  circumstances  require,  communi- 
cate with  you.     Very  respectfully,  yours, 
i     ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

Letter  from  the  Hon.  Fernando  Wood. 

AUBUHW,  July  13,  1843. 
Dear  Sir — The  communication  of  the  New- 
York  Constitutional  Association  for  effecting  a 
change  of  the  State  Constitution,  stating  that 
I  had  been  selected  as  one  of  its  correspon- 
dents, has  been  forwarded  to  me  at  this  vil- 
lage, where  lam  passing  the  summer  month*. 
With  much  pleasure  I  accept  the  appointment, 
and  will  heartily  co-operate  with  those  who, 
like  myself,  conceive  the  proposed  reform* 
absolutely  indispensable  for  the  preservation 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. 

Very  respectfully,  yourt, 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 
To  Henry  O'Reilly.  Secretary  Execntlre  Comroiue*,  *< 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
The  next  number  of  the  Reformer  will  com- 
tain  manj  of  the  letters  from  Correspond w»f 
Coramilt««*  on  the  Constitutional 


ALBANY  DEMOCRATIC  REFORMER. 


LETTER  OF  COLONEL  YOUNG. 


[From  the  Mohawk  Courier.] 

COL.  YOUNG  ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFORM. 

Singular  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  not  the  less 
tiue,  that  some  of  the  Conservatives  among 
us  (for  even  Old  Herkimer  is  not  exempt 
from  such  politicians)  are  actually  asserting 
that  Col.  Young  is  rather  opposed  to  the  pro- 
ject of  Constitutional  Reform!  Samuel  Young, 
the  veteran  defender  of  Popular  Rights,  op- 
posed now  to  a  realization  of  those  govern- 
mental reforms  for  which  he  long  and  gallantly 
contended — contended,  almost  single-handed, 
against  overwhelming  odds!  "OLD  SARA- 
TOGA" basely  deserting  the  battle-field! — 
flying  cowardly  from  the  contest  to  which  his 
patriotic  example  had  incited  multitudes  of 
his  fellow-citizens !  Credat  Judtzus !  But 
those  who  recollect  how  the  same  Conserva- 
tives prophesied  about  the  course  President 
Van  Buren  would  pursue  amid  the  difficul- 
ties of  1837,  will  not  wonder  much  at  these 
ridiculous  reports  about  Col.  Young.  That 
sagacious  class  of  partisans,  early  in  '37, 
confidently  predicted  that  Van  Buren  would 
take  a  course  very  different  from  the  course 
which  he  actually  did  take  soon  afterwards  in 
recommending  the  "Independent  Treasury" 
as  the  best  corrective  of  the  evils  resulting 
from  former  connexions  between  Politics  and. 
Banking. 

In  reference  to  Col.  Young,  the  falsification 
of  their  reports  is  not  less  signal  than  the  re- 
ports themselves  were  ridiculously  absurd. 

It  is  fortunately  in  our  power  to  rebut  these 
Conservative  calumnies,  for  calumnies  they 
are  against  Col.  Young,  by  publishing  a  let- 
ter from  that  lime -honored  veteran  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Constitu- 
tional Association.  We  obtained  a  copy  of 
this  letter  from  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee;  but  would  not  have  published  it 
at  present,  were  it  not  for  the  pertinacity  with 
which  some  of  the  Conservatives  are  repeating 
their  remarks  about  Col.  Young's  "coolness 
in  the  Reform  Cause!"  now  while  crowds  of 
people  are  collected  in  attendance  on  the 
Circuit  Court  at  present  in  session  at  Herki- 
mer. We  trust  that,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, we  may  be  excused  for  printing  the  letter, 
without  wailing  for  a  formal  sanction  from  the 
Executive  Committee.  It  seems,  from  the 
tenor  of  Col.  Young's  reply,  that  the  gentle- 
man who  addressed  him  referred  to  similar 
misrepresentations  in  Albany  and  elsewhere; 
and  we  recollect  that,  about  the  date  of  the 
correspondence  between  Col.  Young  and  Mr. 
O'Rielly,  paragraphs  appeared  in  the  Albany 
Journal  and  other  papers  intimating  that  the 
Colonel's  non-attendance  at  the  Reform  Con- 
vention in  New-York  was  occasioned  proba- 
bly by  a  flagging  zeal  in  the  Constitutional 
Cause. 

With  these  introductory  remarks,  we  now 
submit  the  letter  of  Col.  Young — a  document 
which,  though  brief,  takes  strong  and  noble 
ground — ground  worthy  of  the  writer  and  the 


glorious  cause  with  which  his  name  is  identi- 
fied.   . 

THE  LETTER  OF  COL.  YOUNG. 

ALBANY,  September  2,  1843. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  received  your  note  of  the 
28th  ult,  in  which  you  state  that  my  non-atten- 
dance at  the  recent  convention  in  New-York 
has  led  to  insinuations,  not  merely  that  I  was 
less  ardent  than  formerly  in  the  cause  of  Re- 
form, but  that  I  was  announced  among  those 
who  were  expected  at  that  assemblage,  with- 
out sufficient  authority  to  justify  a  belief  in  my 
attendance:  and  you  intimate  a  wish  that  I 
should  obviate  these  misrepresentations  or 
misapprehensions. 

I  had  intended  to  be  at  the  convention,  as  I 
stated  to  you  some  days  before  it  took  place; 
and  if  I  had  entertained  the  slighest  suspicion 
that  my  absence  would,  in  any  way,  impede 
the  cause  of  Reform,  I  should  have  attended. 
But  I  saw  it  announced  that  I  was  to  address 
the  assemblage  in  the  Tabernacle — an  annun- 
ciation not  authorized  by  me,  and  which  I 
confess  had  a  strong  influence  in  preventing 
my  attendance.  As  the  peiiod  approached, 
the  weather  became  oppressively  warm,  and 
apprehending  that  I  should  be  strongly  urged 
to  address  the  assemblage,  and  fearing  that  in 
a  crowded  room  and  heated  atmosphere  my 
physical  powers  would  fail  before  1  should  be 
abl<;  to  express  my  views  of  Constitutional 
Reform,  I  concluded  to  abandon  my  purpose 
of  attending  the  convention,  believing  that 
ample  justice  would  be  done  to  the  subject  by 
others:  nor  have  I  been  disappointed  in  this 
belief. 

I  hope  that  no  one  seriously  apprehends 
that  1  am  growing  cold  in  the  cause  of  Con- 
stitutional Reform.  On  this  subject,  until  re- 
cently, I  have  stood  nearly  alone:  and  noxv 
that  powerful  associates  are  springing  up  in 
various  parts  of  the  state,  do  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  I  either  relax  or  despond.  Du- 
ring the  last  fifteen  years,  I  have  on  various 
occasions,  in  official  reports,  speeches  in  the 
legislature,  letters  and  otherwise,  pointed  out 
the  rapid  encroachments  of  delegated  power, 
the  gross  violations  of  constitutional  inhibi- 
tions, the  alarming  increase  of  public  debt, 
and  the  final  result  in  deranged  finances,  di- 
lapidated credit  and  grinding  taxation.  I 
have  also  uniformly  expressed  my  conviction 
of  the  necessity  of  amending  and  remodelling 
the  Constitution  of  this  State.  More  than  sev- 
en years  ago,  in  a  letter  to  a  committee  of  the 
Democratic  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
which  was  published  at  the  time  in  the  news- 
papers, I  used  the  following  language:  f 

"  You  seem  to  suppose  that  legislative  en- 
croachment may  be  arrested  by  procuring  from 
individuals  a  sanction  of  the  principles  you 
have  stated.  Judging  of  the  future  by  the 
past,  I  fear  this  will  not  be  sufficient;  that 
while  temptation  exists,  seduction  will  follow; 
and  that  the  only  remedv  is  to  lake  away  the 
power  of  doing  mischief.  And  bad  you  pro- 
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posed  to  resort  at  once  to  the  fountain  of  all 
political  power,  to  procure  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  to  remodel  and  renovate 
their  abused  constitution,  to  apply  the  sponge 
of  oblivion  to  all  unjust  and  unequal  laws,  and 
affix,  in  terrorem,  the  impressol  infamy  upon 
their  authors,  and  to  erect  barriers  lor  the  fu- 
ture too  plain  to  be  mistaken  by  ignorance 
and  too  strong  for  human  cupidity,  I  should 
have  had  greater  confidence  in  your  final 
success." 

Seven  years  ago,  the  debt  of  this  State  was 
about  eight  million  of  dollars;  and  since  that 
period,  the  flood -tide  of  legislative  profligacy 
and  corruption,  has  heaped  upon  community 
additional  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  about 
twenty  millions.  For  three  years  in  succes- 
sion, application  has  been  made  to  the  legis- 
lature for  such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion as  would  exempt  the  people  from  a  fur- 


administration  of  civil  and  criminal  justice" 

are  also  indispensable;  and  a  multitude  of  offi. 

cers,  who  now  look  to  a  central   power  for  ap. 

;  pointment,  should  be  made  to  set-k  Ihe  sane 

|  tion  of  the  people,  and  to  stand  the  test  of  the 

!  ballot  box.     The  people  of  the  State  have  al- 

I  ways  been  deemed  competent  to  elect  men  to 

I  the  highest  offices  as  well  as   to  the    lowest. 

But  a  set  of  intermediate  offices  was  left  to  the 

scramble  of  applicants  and   the  management 

of  demagogues.^ 

Under  the  old  constitution,  the  electors 
could  choose  a  Governor  ind  a  Constable  ; 
but  the  appointment  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
a  Sheriff,  and  a  County  Clerk,  was  placed  he- 
I  yond  their  control  and  confided  to  the  central 
power.  This  system  has  been  partially  relax- 
ed, and  the  services  of  more  honest  and  intel- 
ligent officers  have  thereby  been  secured.  If 
the  community  are  capable  ot  self-government. 


seut.  These  applications  have  met 
terminei!  opposition  and  cold  repulse;  and  al- 
though in  theory  our  goverenmentisa  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  yet  in  practice  it  is  the 
government  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the 


officers  necessary  to  its  administration. 

If  legislation  were  circumscribed  within  safe 
and  salutary  limits,  and  the  patronage  of  of- 
fice confided  to  the  ballot-box,  the  Swiss  corps 


many.     The  dispensation  of  legislative  grants  i  wno  fight  only  for  pay,  would  be  immediately 


and  official  patronage  has  created  an  organized 
corps  of  trading  politicians  and  political  bro- 
kers.— "  Where  the  carcass  is,  there  will  the 
eagles  be  gathered  together."  In  nearly  eve- 
ry county  iu  the  State,  a  conservative  brother- 
hood is  found,  whose  object  it  is  to  profit  by 
and  perpetuate  all  the  abuses  of  the  past,  and 
to  multiply  such  abuses  in  future.  This  little 
band  act  in  concert,  and  profess,  through  their 
presses  and  otherwise,  to  love  the  people  with 
ardent  affection.  By  constant  management 
and  untiring  assiduity,  they  are  often  able  to 
pack  conventions,  procure  nominations,  and 
pass  resolutions,  which  astonish  the  multitude, 
and  place  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the 
minority.  Their  arts  and  address  in  control- 
ing  legislation  are  annually  exemplified  in  the 
passage  of  partial,  unjust,  unconstitutional  and 
oppressive  laws. 
Those  who  have  lived  on  the  abuses  of  the 


disbanded.  A  simple,  just  and  economical 
Government  furnishes  no  sustenance  to  conser- 
vative excrescenses  or  political  brokerage. 
Every  effort,  however,  to  improve  our  social 
condition,  will  meet  with  bitter  opposition 
from  all  who  are  interested  in  existing  evils. 
Such  has  been  the  history  of  man,  from  the 
earliest  records  to  the  present  time.  The  mer- 
cenary cotemporaries  of  every  reformer  have 
heaped  upon  him,  in  profusion,  all  kinds  of 
misrepresentation,  contumely  and  reproach; 
but  the  gross  transgressions  of  delegated  pow- 
er are  now  so  palpable  as  to  have  aroused  the 
attention  of  a  patient  and  long-suffering  com- 
munity. 

Manifestations  of  alarm  for  the  past  and  pre- 
sent, and  of  apprehension  for  the  future,  are 
now  audible  in  various  parts  of  the  State;  and 
although  these  apprehensions  and  alarms  are 
suppressed  and  stifled  in  the  doings  of  many  of 


past,  or  who  expect  to  profit  by  the  abuses  of  the  public  meetings,  by  conservative  mauage- 
the  future,  will  openly  or  covertly  oppose  eve-  ment,  yet  they  are  no  "less  sensibly  felt  in  all 
ry  measure  of  Reform.  They  will  not  direct-  portions  of  the 'community.  The  interest  and 
ly  declare  that  they  dare  not  trust  the  people  j  well-being  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  in 
to  remodel  the  constitution;  but  their  conduct  j  every  part  of  the  State  are  identical.  Just  and 

equal  laws,  and  an  economical  government, 
shed  their  blessings  alike  upon  all. 

The  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  advocates 
of  reform  is  plain.  It  is,  to  call  things  by  their 
right  names  ;  to  expose  past  misrule  to  public 
reprobation;  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  calumny, 
sneers  and  misrepresentations  ;  to  enforce  by 
argument  the  pressing  necessity  of  Constitu- 
tional Reform;  and  on  no  occasion  to  tamper 
with  iniquity  or  compromise  with  corruption. 

But  I  have  already  trespassed  too  much  up- 
on your  time  and  patience. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  Sec. 

7    S.  YOUNG. 

Bmr  O'R  ULLT,  Esq.  See.  Slate  Ast'n  for  Coo. 


will  amount  to  a  practical  declaration  of  this 
kind. 

The  lapse  of  the  last  twenty  years  has  made 
important  additions  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
sciences  and  the  arts  of  life;  and  it  would  be 
strange  if  bitter  experience  had  not  added 
something  to  the  science  of  Human  Govern- 
ment. The  present  constitution  of  this  State 
is  a  great  improvement  on  the  one  which  pre- 
ceded it.  If  its  provisions  had  not  been  tram- 
pled in  the  dust,  the  present  debt  would  not 
have  existed.  Whilst  the  debt-creating  pow- 
er continues  to  be  exercised,  there  is  no  safe- 
ty either  for  those  who  now  live,  or  for  those 
who  will  come  after  them.  This  tremendouf 
and  often-abused  power  must  be  taken  from 
the  legislature  except  in  cases  of  public  peril. 
Provisions  to  simplify  and  to  accelerate  the 
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SPEECH  OF  LORENZO  SHERWOOD, 


POPULAR  MOVEMENTS.  | 

We  perceive  by  the  papers  of  Newburgh 
and  Poughkeepsie,  that  meetings  have  been 
held  in  those  places  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing- Reform  in  our  State  Government.  In  both 
places,  the  meetings  were  addressed  by  Mr. 
Sherwood,  a  member  jf  the  Legislature  from 
Madison  county,  and  also  by  Ansel  Bascom  of 
Seneca  county,  a  gentleman  \vho  was  honored 
by  a  "public  testimonial"  from  the  friends 
of  Law  Reform  in  Herkimer  county,  three  or 
four  years  ago.  These  gentlemen  were  in- 
vited to  address  the  meetings,  by  democrats 
from  (hose  towns  who  met  them  in  New-York. 

The  Newburgh  Telegraph  speaks  favorably 
of  the  result  in  that  place.  The  meeting  was 
very  well  attended  for  the  short  notice — Mr. 
Ledyard  presiding,  and  Mr.  Pitts  (editor  of 
the  Telegraph)  acting  as  secretary.  The 
chief  points  of  the  Reform  Question  were  for- 
cibly presented  by  both  speakers;  and  the 
Telegraph,  after  a  proper  allusion  to  Mr.  Bas- 
com, speaks  of  Mr.  Sherwood  as  "  one  who 
deserves  to  be  ranked  among  the  first  men  in 
the  Stale."  The  meeting  in  Poughkeepsie 
was  held  on  the  following  evening — the  third 
evening  after  the  general  meeting  in  New- 
York — Ebenezer  Dakin,  chairman ;  and  James 
H.Howe,  secretary.  The  Free  Pressmen- 
lions  that  the  audience-was  '  very  respectable,' 
though  the  notice  was  very  brief.  That  ably- 
conducted  journal  devotes  more  than  five  co- 
lumns to  a  report  of  the  leading  topics  men- 
tioned by  the  speakers — the  chief  part  of 
which  is  devoted  to  an  outline  of  Mr.  Sher- 
wood's speech. — [Cattskill  Recorder. 
(From  the  Dutchcss  Free  Press.] 
REVISION  OF  STATE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  Ihe  18th  inst.  (Friday,)  it  was  announc- 
ed that  Messrs.  L.  Sherwood,  of  Madison  coun- 
ty, member  of  the  present  house  of  Assembly, 
and  Mr.  Ansel  Bascom,  of  Seneca  county, 
would  address  the  friends  of  Constitutional  Re- 
form in  the  evening,  at  the  Village  Hall. — 
Notice  to  that  effect  was  accordingly  given, 
and  at  the  appointed  hour  a  very  respectable 
audience  was  in  attendance.  On  motion,  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Dakin  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
James  H.  Howe  appointed  Secretary.  After 
a  few  introductory  remarks  by  Mr.  Barculo, 
on  being  inlroduced  to  the  audience, 

MR.  SHERWOOD  said,  he  scarcely  knew 
whether  to  attribute  it  to  accident  or  design 
that  he  appeared  before  the  audience  here 
assembled.  While  at  New-York  he  had  been 
invited  to  slop  at  this  place  on  his  relurn  home, 
and,  in  responding  to  the  invitation,  he  must 
express  the  assurance  that  the  object  which 
had  ciilled  him  from  home  would  be  regarded 
with  much  consideration  by  the  people  of 
Dutchess.  At  this  peculiar  time,  when  (he 
multiplicity  of  embarrassments,  public  and 
private,  under  which  the  people  are  laboring, 
have  filled  them  for  reasoning  dispassionately, 
and  directed  their  attention  to  ascertain  the 
causes,  he  trusted  the  same  spirit  of  inquiry 
which  had  prompted  men  in  other  parts  of  the 
State,  would  prevail  here.  He  trusted,  also, 
that  the  time  had  come  when  both  political 


parties  could  look  at  the  past,  present,  ami 
prospective  state  of  things,  with  more  of  deli- 
beration and  candor,  and  with  less  of  blindness 
and  enthusiasm,  than  heretofore.  As  party 
men,  or  politicians,  we  may  array  ourselves 
against  one  another,  or,  in  favor  or  against  the 
measures  or  policy  of  parly;  yet,  stilt  we  must 
ao-ree  in  one  conclusion,  that,  whatever  is  in- 
strumental in  working  out  real  good  or 
evil  to  either,  must  be  alike  beneficial  or  dele- 
terious to  both  parties,  ds  parties,  we  may 
disagree;  the  people,  however,  as  a  people, 
have  but  a  common  interest.  To  protect  that 
interest  from  encroachment,  and  to  stay  the 
hand  of  ruinous  legislation  which  has  prevail- 
ed in  former  years,  it  has  not  only  been  thought 
advisable  but  necessary,  by  many  of  our  most 
considerate  men,  to  adopt  additional  remedies 
by  constilutional  law.  If  political  evils  exist, 
it  is  our  duty  to  ascertain  their  cause,  and  ap- 
ply the  remedy.  If  abuses  in  the  administra- 
tion of  government  have  transpired,  it  is  our 
doty,  if  possible,  to  prevent  a  repetition. 

Mr.  Sherwood,  said,  that  there  was  a  mark- 
ed and  universally  admitted  distinction  be- 
tween the  productive  classes  of  Ihis  country 
and  those  of  Europe, — that  scarcely  a  ve«sel 
arrived  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 
which  did  not  bring  us  accounts  of  the  incre- 
dible sufferings  of  Ihe  laboring  classes  in  the 
old  country,  while  the  same  description  of  peo- 
ple here  were  enjoying  comparative  comfort 
and  plenty.  If  we  examine  (he  governments 
of  the  different  countries  in  Europe,  we  shall 
find  them  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  com- 
mon proteclion.  If  we  examine  the  habits  of 
the  people,  we  find  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise sufficient  for  the  production  of  all  the 
necessary  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life. 
What  then,  (he  inquired,)  is  the  cause  of  this 
difference  ?  Why  are  people  equally  industri- 
ous, frugal  and  enterprising,  divided  merely 
by  an  ocean  of  water,  in  such  different  cir- 
cumstances as  it  respects  the  attainments  of  the 
comforts  of  life  ?  There  must  be  some  cause 
for  this.  Il  would  take  more  time  than  he  had 
at  his  disposal  to  delineate  the  comparative 
want  and  suffering  of  a  people,  where  one-fif- 
teenth of  the  whole  population  subsisted  thro' 
the  means  of  parish  relief,  but  he  could  assign 
its  cause  in  a  single  word.  It  was  7'axation, 
inexorable,  searching,  grinding  taxation. — 
From  the  nicest  calculations  made  by  Mr. 
Bulwer,  who  has  devoted  much  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  to  whom  such  data  has  been  ac- 
cessible as  would  make  his  statements  as  near- 
ly correct  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would 
permit,  it  is  estimated  that  the  taxes  of  Great 
Britain  amount  to  about  one-third  of  the  year- 
ly earnings  of  (he  country.  And  what,  ("in- 
quired Mr.  S.)  are  these  (axes  for?  It  is  (rue 
that  the  people  of  England  are  saddled  with 
the  maintenance  of  a  race  of  royal  paupers, 
and  of  an  expensive  royal  government;  yet. 
after  all,  they  absorb  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  enormous  amount  of  national  (axes  yearly 
collected.  It  is  a  matter  well  understood,  both 
in  England  and  IhU  country,  that  it  it  the 
yearly  exactions  required  to  pay  (he  interest 
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on  the  public  debt,  that  is  exhausting  the  earn- 
ings, and  all  but  extracting  the  life  blood  of 
the  people,  of  Great  Britain.    It  has  long  been 
growing  and  increasing,  until  at  last  it  has  be- 
come a  burden  too  grievous  to  be  bome,  and 
we  are  periodically  presented  with  a  capricious 
change    in  the  administration  of  her  govern- 
ment, growing  out  of  her  requirements,  bur- 
dens and   exactions   upon  her  people.     The 
complaints  of  distress  have  so  long  been  heard, 
and  the  governmental  ear  so  much  accustomed 
to  their  sounds,  that  they  have  long  since  ceas- 
ed to  excite  compassion  from  those  in  authori- 
ty, and  it  is  only  when  government  takes  the 
alarm,  that  the  cries   of  pauperism  draw  its 
bounty  from  the   apprehensions,  rather  than 
from  the  sympathies  of  power.     One-third  of 
the  whole  business  of  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain consists  in  their  preparation  to  pay  taxes! 
Not  only  the  lands,but  the  products  of  the  lands, 
are  taxed.     Not  only  the   structures  and  im- 
plements of  mechanics,  but  the  fruits  of  their 
labors  also  are  taxed.     To  the  citizen  of  Great 
Britain,  not  an  intermediate  spot  is  known  be- 
tween the  cradle  and  the  tomb,  that   is  free 
from  taxation — whether  it  be   the  soil  upon 
which  he  treads,  the  roof  that  shelters  or  the 
fire  that  warms  him;  whether  it  be  the  window 
that  lights  his  dwelling,  the  carriage  in  which 
he  rides,  or  the  animal  that  draws  it;  whether 
it  be  the  raiment  that  covers  his  body,  or  the 
food  that  nourishes  it — every  thing  pays  its  ex- 
actions to  government:  so  much  so,  that  even 
the  very  coffin  that  encloses  the  remains  of  de- 
parted numanity,  is  taxed  in  its  descent  to  the 
grave! 

What  would  be   the   effect,  said  Mr.   S.  if 
the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  Dutchess  were 
obliged  to  set  aside  for  the  use  of  government, 
one-third  of  the  products  of  their  farms  or  earn- 
ings of  their  shops?     How  would  it  affect  the 
wages  of  labor,  the   profits  of  business,  and 
the  value  of  capital?     Mr.  S.  said,  it  matter- 
ed little  whether  the  taxes  were  direct  or  in- 
direct— whether  paid  by  the  consumer  upon  ar- 
ticles  of  foreign  importation,  or  paid  to  the 
itinerating  tax-gatherer — the  burden  fell  more 
equally  upon  the  different  classes  of  commu- 
nity than  is   commonly  imagined.     If  the  ag- 
riculturist yields  one-third  of  his  crops  to  the 
use  of  government,  he  can   afford  to  pay  his 
hired  man  but  two-thirds  of  what  he  otherwise 
would;  besides  he  loses  to  himself  in  the  ope- 
ration, one-third  of  his  own  profits,  and  fore- 
goes to  that  extent  the  interest  on  his   capital 
invested — this  would  likewise   be  true  of  the 
mechanic  and  the  operative — it  would  be  mea- 
surably true  of  all  other  classes.     Capital  ant 
labor  would  work  four  months  of  the  year  for 
government.     Ostensibly,   in  direct  taxation, 
the  more  wealthy  portion  of  community  woulc 
seem  to  bear  the  greater  burdens,  whilst,  in 
reality,  from  their  indirect  operation  upon  the 
laboring  and  more  destitute,  they  would  be  the 
most  severely  felt.     If  we  contrast  the  wages 
of  labor,  and  interest  on  capital  in  this  country 
and  in  England,  for  a  series  of  former  years 
we  shall    find  that  the  disparity  corresponds 
very  nearly  to  the  ratio  which  taxes  bear  to  the 
yearly  earnings  of  the  people — whilst  the  in- 
terest on  money  there  would  be  from  three  to 


four  per  cent;  in  this  country  it  would  range 
from  five  to  seven.     Whilst  the  common  v,"a- 
ges  of  labor  would  range  from  33  to  44  cents 
per  day,  in  this  country  they  run  up  from  50 
to  75.     As  a  further  illustration  of  the  effect 
of  public   debt  upon  the  value   of  property, 
Mr.  S.  said  he  would  relate  what  he  learned 
of  the  people  residing  in  a  particular  section, 
near  the  line  of  this  State  and  Pennsylvania, 
paving  occasion  to  travel  in  the  valley  of  the 
SusquehannaG,  some  three  years  since,  he  was 
nformed  by  the  inhabitants  that  there  was  a 
difference  in  the  value  of  farms,  equal  in  po- 
sition and  fertility,  to  the  amount  of  five  dol- 
ars  per  acre;  and  the  only  cause  of  that  diffe- 
rence was  a  mere  ideal  territorial  line  that  se- 
larated  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  from  New- 
York.     The    withering   blight  of  prospective 
axation  had  already  fallen  upon  the  fair  soil 
of  that  fertile  state.     The  era  of  delusion  had 
jartially  passed  away,  leaving  its  unproductive 
•ail-roads   and  "  pauper  canals"  to    be  sup- 
aorted  by  state  charity. 

We  might  put  the  inquiry,  said  Mr.  S. 
whether  the  people  of  Dutchessand  other  river 
counties,  in  view  of  the  effect  which  public 
debt  and  taxation  has  upon  their  interests  and 
property,  are  prepared  further  to  acquiesce  in 
a  course  of  imprudence  that  threatens  them 
with  such  prejudicial  results.  They  have  just 
seen,  it  is  presumed,  the  tax-gatherer  amongst 
them,  and  they  have  felt  the  weight  of  his  ex- 
actions. Are  they  prepared  to  have  these  ex- 
actions increased,"  and  those  visits  repeated  at 
shorter  intervals?  It  is  true,  we  have  not  yet 
been  saddled  with  a  State  debt  approaching 
very  far  in  comparative  amount  to  the  debt 
of  Great  Britain;  but  we  have  made  a  fearful 
beginning.  The  debt  of  this  Slate,  when  all 
summed  up,  is  about  $'28,000,000  of  dollars; 
a  sum  easily  written  upon  paper,  an  amount 
soon  put  into  figures,  but  a  sum,  nevertheless, 
that  will  cost  much  sweat,  and  many  years  of 
painful  labor  tor  the  people  of  this  State  to 
pay. 

Mr.  Sherwood  said,  he  wished  it  in  his  pow- 
er to  present  in  a  single  view,  the  immense 
amount  of  taxation,  direct  and  indirect,  which 
has  been  enforced  upon  the  people  of  this  State 
by  the  action  of  their  government.  It  is  con- 
ceded that  the  State  of  New-York  contributes 
a  sixth  to  the  revenue  of  the  Union,  and  which 
falls  not  very  far  short  of  four  or  five  millions 
annually.  It  has  been  estimated,  that  two 
millions  more  have  been  annually  drawn  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  to  swell  the  usuri- 
ous profit?  upon  banking,  over  and  above  the 
common  and  legal  rates  of  interest  on  capital. 
The  direct  state,  county,  and  town  (axes  paid 
in  1842,  by  the  people  of  this  State,  were  four 
million  two  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand 
dollars.  These  immense  sums  but  indicate  the 
inception  of  that  gigantic  system  of  debt  and 
(axation  to  which  we  shall  surely  arrive  if  the 
people  of  the  different  countie8  of  the  State 
allow  themselves  or  their  interests  to  be  mis- 
represented. 

The  question  to  be  decided,  is  whether  we 
shall  stop  where  we  are,  or  whether  this  debt 
and  these  exactions  shall  be  increased  ?  Whe- 
ther we  shall  permit  our  Legislature  to  go  on 
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borrowing  money  for  the  prosecution  of  works 
of  sectional  and  of  doubtful  advantage,  until 
we,  or  our  successors,  like  the  people  of  some 
of  the  sister  states,  in  view  of  our  public  bur- 
dens, announce  to  the  world  that  we  cannot  or 
will  not  pay.  Let  me  assure  you,  said  Mr.  S. 
that  the  idea  of  repudiation  is  not  a  mere  fan- 
ciful bugbear,  to  be  regarded  merely  as  a 
phantom  of  the  imagination.  Let  the  public 
debt  be  increased,  and  the  public  burdens  mul- 
tiplied; let  the  people  entertain  the  idea,  as 
they  undoubtedly  would,  that  they  have  been 
misrepresented  and  imposed  upon;  let  them 
know,  as  they  necessarily  must,  that  they  are 
paying  exactions  for  which  they  have  not  re- 
ceived an  equivalent,  and  it  would  need  no 
prophetic  assurance  to  make  us  believe  that  no 
man  could  be  elected  to  legislative  office  who 
would  vote  to  tax  his  constituents.  At  such  a 
crisis,  demagogues  would  be  abroad;  every 
mercinary  and  selfish  feeling  in  our  nature 
would  be  appealed  to  :  voters  (not  to  call  them 
men)  enough  would  be  found  secretly  lending 
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improvements,   said   Mr.  S.,  we  have  every 
thing  to  apprehend  from  those  combinations  of 
sectional  and  local  interests,  which  have  here- 
tofore so  disastrously   eprung  into  requisition 
the  debt  creating  power  of  the  Legislature. — 
To  devise  some  method  by  which  to  counter- 
act this  tendency,  or  rather  to  confer  with  you 
upon  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  depriv- 
ing the  Legislature,  under  certain  restrictions, 
of  this  debt  creating  powor,   which  we  have 
found  so  potent  for  evil,  is  the  principal  object 
of  my  meeting  you  here   this  evening.     Al- 
though he  was  a  member  of  the   Democratic 
party,   Mr.  S.  said   he  was  not  among  those 
who   would    entirely   exonerate    it  from  all 
blame  in  bringing  about  our  present  lamenta- 
ble state  of  things.     It  was   his  party  which 
had  assisted  in  projecting,  and  to  a  great  de- 
gree had  inflated  what  is  called  the  "internal 
improvement  policy"  of  the  State;  and  it  was 
the   improvident  and  unwise   prosecution  of 
this  policy,  that  had  involved  the  State  in  all 
its  pecuniar}'  embarrassments.     It  was  this  po- 
licy which  had  aroused  the  cupidity  and  sec- 
tional interest  of  every  little  neighborhood  in 
the  State;  and  although,  when  the  Whig  party 
came  into  power,  they  gave  to  this  policy  a 
renewed  "  impulse,"  and  imprudently  prose- 
cuted it  when  every  prudential  motive  should 
have  restrained  them,  yet  it  was  not  until  after 
a  Democratic  administration  had  participated 
in  projecting,  and  under  more  prudent  restric- 
tions   had    partially    prosecuted,   the  public 
works,   that  the   Whigs  assumed  power,  and 
drove  the  State  into  those  financial  excesses 
that  have  fixed  upon  us  a  debt  of  nearly  28,- 
000,000  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  which 
we  are  now  suffering  an  onerous  taxation.     In 
my  opinion,  (said   Mr.  S.,)  both   parties  are 
obnoxious  to  more  or  less  censure  on  this  ac- 
count; but  as  to  which  party  is  exclusively  re- 
sponsible for  this  debt-creating  policy,  is,  to 
the  people  who  have  to  pay  the  debt,  but  a  se- 
condary consideration.     Our   object,  at  pre- 
sent,  is  to  consider  the   means  of  erecting  a 
constitutional  barrier  against  the  repetition  of 
a  similar  course  of  events.     It  is  now  our  bu- 
siness and  purpose,  at  least  I  think  it  ought  to 
be,  (said  Mr.  S.)  to  devise  means  whereby  we 
can  protect  ourselves  against  the  unfaithful- 
ness or  improvidence  of  future  legislatures. — 
We  will  dismiss  what  is  past,  and  pay  up  the 
debt  it  has  entailed  upon  us;  but  we  may  not 
forget  that  what  has  once  transpired  may  hap- 
pen again  under  the  same  circumstances.     We 
should    not  forget  that  unless  a  constitutional 
bar  is  placed  to  this  destructive  and  debt-cre- 
ating  legislation,   we  have  no   sure  guaranty 
that  the   same  influences  which  have  once  af- 
flicted us,  will  not  again  combine  for  purposes 
of  equal,  if  not  more   disastrous  legislation. 
Let  us  inquire  then,  (said  Mr.  S.)  whether  it 
is  not  an  object  for  the  people  of  the  rich  and 
populous  county  of  Dutchess,  a  county  which 
(saving  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,) 
stands   second   to    no  other  in  the    State  for 
wealth,  and  whose  portion  of  these  burdens  is 
by  no  means  inconsiderable,  to  unite  with  the 
western  and  other  counties  that  are  disposed  to 
join  the  movement,  in  an  effort  to  interpose  the 
From  the  present  situation  of  our  internal  bar  of  which  I  have  spoken.  I  cannotbe  mista- 


their  aid  to  elect  men  who  would  resist 
public  burdens,  and  who  would  override 
niblic  virtue  by  riding  into  office  under 
'•'  black  flag  of  repudiation." 

The  pay  policy  of  1842,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had 
reason  to  know,  was  not  adopted  without  call- 
ing into  requisition  the  most  invincible  firm- 
ness  and  energetic  action  of   its  projectors, 
backed  by  the  sternest  necessity;  in  fact,  it 
was  adopted  literally  because   the  State  could 
borrow    no  more  money;  and  yet,  continued 
Mr.  S.  under  circumstances  like  these,  with  the 
bonds  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New-York 
worth   only  seventy  cents  on  the  dollar,  the 
proposition  was  seriously    made,   and  urged 
with  great  pertinacity  by  men  calling  them- 
selves Democrats,  and  occupying  high  places, 
to  send  an  agent  to  Holland  to  negotiate  a  loan 
and  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  State, 
at  the  ruinous  and  shameful  discount  of  thirty 
per  cent,  merely  because  it  was  supposed  that 
the  people  would  not  stand  a  direct  tax,  and 
that  its  imposition  would  distract  and  tear  into 
pieces  the  Democratic  party,  just  then  rising 
into  power.     It  was  well  for  the  people  and 
the  State,  that  the  counsels  of  men  who  thought 
of  the  organization  of  party  only  in  reference 
to  the  offices  to  be  obtained  by  it,  rather  than 
the  measures  to  be  accomplished,  did  not  pre- 
vail.    It  is  equally  satisfactory  for  us  to  know, 
that  the  people  have  triumphantly  vindicated 
and  sustained  a  measure  adopted  with  so  much 
difficulty,  and  viewed  with  so  much  apprehen- 
sion.    It  has  taught  a  moral  lesson  in  politics, 
that  it  is  never  unsafe  for  legislators  or  a  party 
to  deal  openly,  frankly,  and  fairly,  with  the 
people,  and  to  discharge  their  duty  with  firm- 
ness and  integrity.     Another  illustration  may 
also  be  implied.      If  political  place-men   or 
squeamish  politicians  are  so  much  alarmed  at 
the  prospect  of  a  direct  tax,  comparatively  so 
moderate;  if  their    apprehensions    are    well 
grounded  as  to  the  instability  of  a  party  that 
imposes  it,  what  can  we,  what  have  we  a  right 
to  expect,  when  we  shall  have  rolled  up  a  debt 
of  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  butshame- 
ful,  dishonorable,  repudiation? 
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ken  in   knowing  that  a  county  situated   like 
Dutchess,  whose  wealth  is  the  offspring  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality,  has  every  motive  to  pub- 
lic prudence;  and  lapprehendhercitizens  will 
not  be  reluctant  to  join  in  the  call  for  a  Con- 
vention, that  such  a  revision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion may  be  had  as  shall  effectually  secure  to 
the  people  an  object  in  every  way  so  desirable. 
I  reside,  (said  Mr.  S.)  in  the  county  of  Ma- 
dison, which  is  traversed  by  the  Chenango  ca- 
nal, and  has  also,  the  Erie  canal  on  its  north- 
ern border.     Most  of  you  undoubtedly  remem- 
ber how,  and  through  what  influence  the  Che- 
nango canal  was  built.     You  have  not  forgot- 
ten  that  the  people  of  the    Chenango  Valley 
were  supposed  to  have  put  up  their  votes  at  a 
kind  of  political  auction,   and  in  effect,  told 
the   two  opposing  parties,  that  whichever  of 
them  would  build  their  canal  should  have  their 
votes.     It  is  to  be  recollected  that  both  parties 
bid;  but  as  the  Democratic  party  at  that  time 
were  in  a  situation  to  render  the  most  prompt 
pay,  he  was  ashamed  to  say  that  it  purchased 
their   votes.     The  canal   was  built,   and  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  was  added  to  the 
public  debt,  to  be  paid,  principal  and  interest, 
by  taxation.     I  may  now  ask  of  what  benefit 
or  advantage  is  this   canal,  or  any  of  our  un- 
productive  lateral   canals,   to  the   people  of 
Dutchess?     Does   their  produce  command  a 
better  price,  or  are  their  lands  rendered  more 
valuable  ?     On  the  contrary,  are  not  both  de- 
preciated, and  you  called  upon  to  pay  for  a 
work  which  has  done  you  nothing  but  injury  ? 
The  tolls  upon  the  Chenango  canal  scarcely 
pay  the  interest  upon  one-eighth  of  its  cost, 
and   if  the   people  of  the    Chenango   Valley 
would   give  me  the  millions  of  dollars  which 
it  cost  to  construct  the  canal,  I  would  obligate 
myself  to  cart  all  the  surplus   produce  they 
raise  yearly,  to  market,  and  to  deliver  to  them 
on  my  return,   all  the  merchandize  they  can 
fairly  consume;  and  I  venture  to  say,  that  I 
should  have  nearly  enough  over,  from  the  year- 
ly interest  of  the  sum  invested,  to  pay  for  a 
large  proportion  of  the  goods  thus  imported. 
The  Chenango  canal  is  only  one  of  the  fruits 
of  our  internal  improvement  policy — there  are 
other  works  completed,  and  more  in  the  pro- 
gress of  construction,  that  can  teach  lessons 
equally  instructive,  but  time  would  fail  me  to 
go  into  a  history  of  their  merits.     The  people 
of  the  western  counties  and  internal-improve- 
ment sections,  talk  much  about  the  increased 
value   of  their  lands — and,  undoubtedly,  the 
value  of  their  lands   has  increased.     But  at 
whose  expense?     Is  it  possible  to  add  ten  or 
fifteen  dollars  to  any  given  number  of  acres 
west,  by  the  construction  of  an  unproductive 
canal,  without  taking  the  same  amount  of  dol- 
lars off  of  the  acres  of  some  other  section?     I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  people  of  some  of 
the  western  sections  can  enhance  the  value  of 
their  lands,  provided  they  can  persuade  the 
people  of  Dutchess,  and  other  counties  not  in- 
terested, to  pay  for  the  improvements.     I  have 
also,  just  as  little  doubt  that  they  will  make 
the  attempt,  just  so  long  as  the  people  of  the 
river  counties,  and  other  sections  of  the  State 
not  benefitted,  will  stand  ready,  tamely  to  put 
their  hands  into  their  pockets  and  pay  for  the 


depreciation  of  their  own  property. 

Mr.  S.  said  it  farmed  no  part  of  his  purpose 
to  endeavor  to  array  one  section  of  the  State 
against  another — but  it  was  necessary  now  to 
speak  of  evils,  and  he  must  speak  of  those  as 
ic  found  them,  and  of  such  as  were  well  known 
.o  exist,  and  to  invite  his  fellow  citizens  of  the 
iver  counties  to  unite   with  him  and   other 
Brethren  of  the  west,  to  devise  and  apply  a  re- 
medy.    He   was  not   sounding  a  groundless 
alarm.      Already   had   the    advocates  of  the 
Black  River  Canal,  in  Jefferson  county,  in  imi- 
ation  of  the  people  of  Chenango  Valley,  put 
up  their  votes  at  auction,  by  announcing  in  ad- 
vance, that  they  would  in  the  coming  election, 
vote  for  no  friend  of  the  stop-and-paying  po- 
icy.     The  friends  of  the  Genesee  Valley  ca- 
nal, of  the  Erie  enlargement,  and  of  the  New- 
York  and  Erie  Rail-Road,  were   not  less  ac- 
tive; and  when  the  time  arrived  for  the  con- 
vening of  the    next  Legislature,   a  combina- 
tion, he  was   fearful,   will  have  been  formed 
among  these  local  and  sectional  interests,  that 
will  override  the  Constitution,   and  the  great 
principles  of  justice. 

Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  with  much  reluctance 
:hat  he  alluded  to  the  doings  of  his  compeers 
in  the  present  Legislature,  yet  it  is  allowable 
to  revert  to  their  course,  and,  if  possible,  to 
draw  a  lesson  of  instruction  for  those  who  are 
Lo  come  affer  us.     By  way  of  illustrating  what 
had  excited  his  fears,  and,  what  he  apprehend- 
ed, should  excite  the  fears  of  all   the  friends 
of  the  paying  policy,  he  would  take  the  liber' 
ty  of  speaking  of  an  affair  which  occurred  in 
the  Legislature  last  winter,  which  for  two  or 
three  days  was  peculiarly  alarming,  and  came 
near  plunging  the  State  again  into  that  fearful- 
fully  dark  and  deep  abyss  of  debt  and  bank- 
ruptcy,  from  which  the  indomitable  courage 
and  patriotism    of  Michael  Hoffman  and  hi* 
fearless  associates   had  just  rescued   her.     A 
short  time  before  the  close  of  the  session,  we 
were  startled  by  a  proposition  coming  from  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  to  appropri- 
ate a  million  a  year,  for  five  years,  to  be  ex- 
pended upon  the  public  works,  and  containing 
no  provision  to  pay  the  principal  or  interest  on 
the  sum  appropriated.     This  proposition  was 
promptly  voted  down  by  a  large  majority,  em- 
bracing nearly  the  whole  Democratic  vote  in 
the  House.  We  were,  however,  soon  met  with 
propositions  in  a  more  insidious  and  at  the 
same   time   alarming    shape.        Propositions 
came  from  the  whole  length  of  the  Erie  En- 
largement, for  the  building  a  bridge  here,  an 
aqueduct  there,  finishing  up  excavations,  and 
completing  sections,  and  all  represented  to  be 
most  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary. 
The  Genesee  Valley  and  Black  River  canals 
threw  in  their  claims,  and  urged  them  as  equal- 
ly meritorious.     The   southern  rail-road  and 
northern   frontier  threw  in  their  proposals  for 
joint  stock,  whilst  the  agents  of  Corporations 
indebted  to   the  State  stood  ready  to  see  if  their 
help  was  not  wanted.     The  first  we  knew,  the 
friends  of  the  different  propositions  were  found 
acknowledging  the  merits  of  each  other's  ap- 
plications,  and   the   incipient  measures  thug 
taken  towards  a  combination  of  these  section- 
al interest",  which  if  suffered  to  mature  would 
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have  blown  our  anti-debt  and  paying  policy 
to  atoms,  and  fastened  upon  the  Stnte  a  debt 
of  I  know  not  how  many  more  millions  of  dol- 
lars. For  two  or  three  days,  these  matters 
were  urged  with  a  pertinacity  that  alarmed 
I  the  firmest  and  most  determined  of  our  mem- 
bers, but  were  finally  counteracted  by  the  ef- 
forts of  those  towards  whom  I  shall  ever  feel 
grateful  for  having  stood  up  to  the  discharge 
of  their  duty;  and  let  me  add,  (said  Mr.  S.) 
that  in  two  or  three  days'  effort  to  counteract 
this  embryo  movement,  the  aid  from  Orange, 
Dutchess,  and  other  river  counties,  was  very 
promptly  given,  and  very  well  received. 

Mr.  S.  said  there  was  another  practice  which 
had  grown  up  of  late  years,  the"  evil  of  which 
he  believed  would  be  remedied  by  the  propos- 
ed amendment.     He  had  allusion  to  the  prac- 
tice of  "legislating around  the  Constitution," 
as  it  is  called.  By  this  process,  three  millions, 
and  interest,  have  been  indirectly  appropriated 
to  the  New-York  and  Erie  Rail-Road  :  as  ano- 
ther instance,  he  might  mention  the  Salt,  Coal, 
and    Plaster  bill.     It  is  well  known  that  the 
Constitution  declares  that  the  tolls  on  the  ca- 
nal should  not  be  reduced  below  a  certain  mi- 
nimum,  before  the  debt  for  the  construction 
of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  is  paid  off; 
but  in  order  to  evade  this  prohibition,  the  leg- 
islature passed  a  law  last  winter,  which  enti- 
tled  the   exporters  of  these   articles  beyond 
certain   points,   to   a   bounty — which  merely 
obliged  the  salt  dealer  to  pass  his  toll  over  to 
the  canal  collector  with   one   hand,  while  he 
received   a  portion  of  it  back   from  the  State 
with  the  other.     This  is  what  was  called  leg- 
islating around  the  Constitution — a  process  by 
which   the    legislature  ingeniously   obey   the 
letter  of  the  Constitution,  but  flagitiously  out- 
rage  its  spirit.     Connected   with  the  passage 
of  this  law,    he  would  read  another   lesson  in 
the  history  of  the  late  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.    Previous  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  ap- 
propriating  the   three  millions   to  the  New- 
York  and  Erie  Rail-Road,  it  was  conceded,  as 
supposed   to  be   ascertained   by  a   sufficient 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House,  to  be  a 
two-third  bill,  and  embraced  in  the  constitu- 
tional provision  as  such.  It  was  agreed  among 
us,  that  should  the  speaker  decide  it  to  be  oth- 
erwise,  as  it  was  expected   he  would,  and  as 
he  did,   that  an  appeal  should  be  taken  from 
his  decision,  when,    as  it  was  supposed  to  be 
<     ascertained,  a  majority  of  us   stood  ready  to 
vote  it  a  two-third  bill,  as  in  my  opinion  it  un- 
doubtedly was.     Judge  of  my  surprise  then, 
and  mortification,  when  the  appeal  was  taken, 
to  find  myself  and  my  associates  forsaken  by 
every  member   connected  by  sectional  inte- 
rest, or  otherwise  with    the  bill  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  salt  bounty,  and  they  dodg 
in?  the   question  or  voting  in  favor  of  a  bil 
which   many  of  them  had  just  pronounced  i. 
broach  of  the  Constitution  they  had  sworn  to 
L     support.     Not  a  reply  was  made  to  the  argu 
ments  adduced  to  show  that  it  was  grossly  un 
constitutional,  and  scarcely  a  syllable  utterec 
in   defence   of  the   measure,  except   by   the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  who  did  attempt  to  sa) 
something  in  vindication   of  his  course;   but 
gentlemen  who  had  united  with  us  in  denounc- 


ing the  measure,  leaned  back   in  their  chair8 
and   actually  laughed    in  our   facts  when  we 
reminded  them  of  their  previous  opinions.     I 
do  not  pretend  to  say,    said  Mr.  S.,  that  there 
vas   a   previous   understanding   between  the 
•ail-road  and  salt  gentlemen,  because  no  man 
)Ut  the  parties  heard  the  bargain  if  there  was 
one;  but  1  do  say,  that  the  votes  will  show  a 
very  unaccountable  conjunction  between  the 
riends  of  the  two  measures;  and  the  journals 
of  the  House  will  also  show, that  the  salt  bounty 
nil  was  singularly  well-timed  in  its  introduc- 
ion  into  the  House  and  its  subsequent  manage- 
ment there  to  meet  the  very  contingency  as  to 
votes  which  afterwards  so  strangely  occurred. 
Examples  like  these,  continued  Mr.  S.,  will 
serve   to  show  the   strength  of  these  sectional 
'nterests,    and  the  readiness  and  facility  with 
vhich  they  had  entered  into  combinations  to 
)romote  each  other's  success.     Their  frequent 
•epetition  in  times  past  also  evinces  the  utter 
utility  of  the  present  Constitution  to  prevent 
such  results.     Comparatively,  individuals  care 
)ut  little  for  the   morality  of  the  State — her 
ailure  or  corruption  works  no  direct  tangible 
evil  to  her  citizens  severally ;  and  what  is  borne 
i>y  the  community,   is  but  little  cared   for  by 
the   citizens  individually.     The  bonds  of  the 
State    payable  at  some  future  day,   are  issued 
for  the  prosecution  of  sectional   works;  and 
the   Representative    who  has  merely  pledged 
the  faith  and  honor  of  some  future  generation, 
returns  to  his  constituents  unquestioned,  nav, 
perhaps   applauded   for  his   ingenuity  in  oo- 
taining  present  benefits,  and  throwing  the  bur- 
den of  payment  into  the  future.     But  is  this 
right  ?     Is  it  honest  ?  can  we  justify  it  on  the 
score  of  patriotism    or  public  philanthropy  ? 
I  trust  not;  and  I  hope  the  time  is  rapidly  ad- 
vancing when  the  Representative  will  be  made 
immediately  accountable  for  his  conduct  be- 
fore his  constituents.     I  will  risk,  he  said,  the 
Representative,  who  when  he  lays  a  tax  upon 
the  people,  is  compelled   to  come  home  and 
face  his  constituents,  and  render  a  rigid  ac- 
count for  so  doing.     I  will  risk  his  legislating 
money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  when 
he  is  followed  home  by  the  tax-gatherer,  un- 
less the  public  interest  and   necessity  require 
it.     But  the  issuing  of  State  bonds  is  quite  a 
different  thing  :  It  brings  no  immediate  respon- 
sibility, and  because  their  payment  is  thrown  in- 
to futurity,  they  are  left  to  tne  care  of  futurity. 
To  procure  the   amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution, said  Mr.  S.,  BO  as  to  abridge  the  debt- 
creating  power  of  the  Legislature,  will  be  a 
task  of  greater  magnitude  than  at  first  may  be 
supposed.     Scarcely  will  the  question  become 
general,  before  an  interested  opposition  will 
spring  up,   which  if  it  does  not  defeat,  will 
tend  very  much  to  embarrass  the  measure. — 
We  must  recollect  there  will  be  locality  with 
its  thousand  sections,  each  desirous  and  e\e>* 
clamorous   for  local  improvement*;  and  their 
attendant  disbursement   of  public  moneys. — 
There  is  the  contractor  now  waiting  in  com- 
parative idleness,  with  the  whole  horde  of  de- 
pendant laborers  eagerly  anticipating  a  return 
to  prodigality.     We  shall  have  leading  politi- 
cians from  whose  errors  have  sprung  most  of 
the  evils  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  and 
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who  will  oppose  reform  lest  it  should  more  I  votes  can  hevbrin<f  usl  what  is  he  worth  to  us 
prominently  bring  into  review  and  condetuna- 1  politically  ?  As  is  readily  seen,  the  tendency 
tion  their  former  judgment  and  conduct.  We  '  of  this  is  to  throw  the  post  of  honor  and  profit 
shall  find  those  who  may  be  wholly  absorbed 


in  the  attempt  to  elevate  a  particular  man  to 
office,  and  who  will  either  feel  or  pretend  to 
feel  scruples  lest  the  proposed  reform  will  in 
some  way  interfere  with  the  prospect  of  a  can- 
didate or  the  unity  of  party.  We  shall  meet 
with  those  who  will  oppose  reform,  lest  it  shall 
reform  them  out  of  office,  or  lessen  the  profits 
with  which  office  is  attended.  Finally,  we 
shall  find  in  opposition  a  horde  of  office-seek- 
ers, who  have  no  other  motive  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  party  than  the  place  it  affords,  or  the 
money  that  can  be  made  on  it,  instead  of  the 
public  good  to  be  accomplished  by  the  organi- 
zation. Now  notwithstanding  all  this  antici- 
pated opposition,  I  hope  and  trust,  said  Mr.  S., 
there  is  sober  intelligence  and  firm  energy 
sufficient  in  the  great  community  of  the  State, 
to  press  this  matter  forward  to  a  successful  ter- 
mination. 

Mr.  S.  said   he  had  more   particularly  con- 
fined his  remarks  to  the  subject  of  debt  and 
taxation,  because  he  supposed  that  in  a  weal- 
thy river  county  like  Dutchess,  upon  whom  the 
hand  of  taxation  fell  so  heavily,  and  from  cer- 
tain   causes   so  unjustly  withal,  that  it  would 
be  the  first  to  arrest  and   receive  attention. — 
There  were  other  imperfections  in  our  funda- 
mental law,  which  would  probably  be  present- 
ed to  the   notice  of  a  revising  Convention;  to 
which,  did  time  permit,  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  audience.     The  field,  however, 
was  too  broad  to  go   over  at  a  single  sitting, 
and  for  the  present  he  would  only  allude  to  the 
vast  amount  of  Executive  patronage  concen- 
trated  in  the  hands  of  the   Governor  of  this 
State.    The  patronage,  he  said,  was  an  evil  of 
no   contemptible  magnitude.     The  Governor 
held    at   his  disposal    nearly  fifteen    hundred 
appointments,  distributed  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  which  he  was  expected  to  fill  in  a 
space  of  not  much  over  ninety  days.    Now  it 
is  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  an  Execu- 
tive  can  to  any  great  extent   be  acquainted 


into  the  hands  of  unprinciplt-d  men  and  brawl- 
ers  who  hover  around  the  appointing  power, 


with  the  personal  qualifications  and  merits  of 
the     myriads   of    office-seekers   who    swarm 
around  the  capitol  upon  every  change  of  ad- 
ministration.    The    consequence   is,  that  the 
Executive   either  calls  or  admits  about  him 
those  interested  advisers,  who  tender  to  him 
what  he  supposesthe  necessary  information. — 
These  advisers  are  soon  known;  and  in  a  short 
time  they  become  the   only  avenue  through 
which  the   Executive  can  be  approached. — 
Here  then  is  a  central  power  extending  in  its 
ramifications  into  every  sequestered  neighbor- 
hood of  the  State,   all  but   imperceptibly  or- 
ganized  and  interwoven   with   many   of  the 
foulest  elements  of  party  organization.     This 
power  soon  becomes  connected  with  the  hang- 
ers-on around  Albany,  mere  political  adventu- 
rers, who  periodically  resort  to  the  capital  in 
quest  of  prey,  and  are  moulded  into  every  si- 
nister purpose  of  this  central  power.     The 
question  with  this  central  power,  is,  not  what 
are  the  merits  and  qualifications  of  the  candi- 
date seeking  the  appointment,  but  how  many 


ever  ready   to   fawa   and  dissemble,    and  to 
become  the  panders  to  this  central  influence. 
All  parties  had  felt  the  curse  of  this  vast  cen- 
tral power,   and  each  in  its  turn  had  charged 
its  creation  upon  the  other.     The  Democratic 
party  had   synk  under  the  weight  of  the  old 
Albany  Regency ;  and  upon  the  accession  of 
the  Whigs  to  power,  thty  also  soon  began  to 
complain   of  their  "  Albany   junto,"  and  of 
the  doings  of  the  "  Wall-street  clique, "  until 
they  too  sunk   under  the  accumulation  of  odi- 
um occasioned   by  the  misdeeds  of  this  irre- 
sponsible body.     The  corruptions  of  the  old 
council  of  appointment,  he  said,  were  one  of 
the  main  causes  for  calling  a  Convention  for  a 
Revision  of  the  Constitution  in  1821;  yet  he 
did  not  know  that  their  doings  were  justly  more 
a  subject  of  complaint  than  the  feature  of  our 
present  constitution,  which  practically,  at  least, 
throws   most  of  the  Executive  appointments 
upon  an  unofficial  and  irresponsible  body,  whe- 
ther called  regency,  junto,  or  clique.     Mr.  S. 
said  it  was  this  central  influence,  and  the  ope- 
rations with  which  it  had  been  connected,  that 
had  tended  more  than  anything  else  to  destroy 
confidence  in  public  virtue.     Itwas  this  which 
had  sown  the  seeds  of  discontent  in  party  or- 
ganization.    It  was  this  which  had  heretofore 
excited   disgust,  and  corroded   the  minds  of 
thousands  of  our  best  and  most  able  citizens; 
which  has  made  them  despond  of  fairness  in 
the  distribution  of  office,  and  caused  them  to 
feel  as  though  patriotism  had  but  little  to  do 
with  party  politics. 

In  this  country,  continued  Mr.  S.,  the  sove- 
reign power  is  lodged  with  the  people,  and 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  sovereign 
power,  in  all  practicable  cases,  should  not 
make  the  appointments.  Most  of  these  offi- 
cers are  to  serve  particular  communities,  and 
in  his  opinion,  these  communities  are  altogeth- 
er the  best  judges  of  the  merits  and  qualifica- 


tions  of  the  officer  whom   they  may  wish  to 
have  serve  them.     He  was  in  favor  of  having 
Surrogates,  Notaries  Public,  Inspectors,  and 
every  other  officer  now  appointed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, (save  perhaps  a  few  of  a  judicial  cha- 
racter) where  in  the  nature  of  the  case  it  is 
practicable,  elected  by  the  people,  to  whom 
the  power  of  making  these  appointments  pro- 
perly belongs.     This  he  believed  to  be  the  best 
if  not  the  only  corrective  of  the  corroding  evil 
from  which  all  parties  had  justly  complained. 
Mr.  S.  said,  his  main  object  at  this  time  was 
to  attempt  to  arouse  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  Duchess  to  the  vast  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject of  which  he  had  been  speaking.     Time 
and  circumstances  would  not  permit  him  to  do 
much  more  than  this:  and  if  in  what  he  had 
said  he  had  been  successful  in  the  least  de- 
gree, in  arousing  this  attention,  he  would  leave 
it  to  be  followed  up  by  such  reasons  as  might 
present  themselves  to  the  calmer  reflections  of 
a  community  so  much  interested  in  a  Reform 
of  the  Constitution  as  the  people  of  Dutchess. 


